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Look! Look! 


MSGR. FULTON SHEEN 


has a new book — his first for 
Young People — ‘‘Jesus, Son of 
Mary.’’ Gorgeous illustrations in 
color by Rafaello Busoni. 


A Marvelous Gift Book—$2.00 
Order now from the 


THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 


220 W. Madison, Chicago 6. 


The New Books 


BOT Recommends 
Jesus, Son of 

by Fulton J. Sheen (il. Rafaello 
.  Busont) MeMullen, $2.00 
Msgr. Sheen’s first Juvenile, richly 
illustrated by one of the top Juvenile 
artists. 











The Dry Wood 

by Caryll Houselander (S & W, $3). 
Stunning novel; also the perfect ans- 
wer to recent debunking ‘‘clerical’’ 
fiction (Thomas More Book Club). 


Those Terrible Teens 
by Vincent McCorry, S.J. 
MeMullen, $2.25 
What every parent, teacher, retreat- 
master has been waiting for—straight, 
common sense spiritual talk for high 
school and college girls. 


The Person and the Common Good 

by Jacques Maritain Scribner, $2.00 
Notable defense of ‘‘personalist’’ po- 
sition under attack; distinguishes in- 
dividuality and Christian personality, 
provides a dialectic for Christian poli- 
tical society. 


When the Mountain Fell 

by C. F. Ramuz Pantheon, $2.50 
By critical consent, already a classic 
(Thomas More Book Club). 


The Intellectual Life 
by A. D. Sertillanges, O.P. 
Newman, $3.00 
Explores vocation of Catholic Schol- 
ar; felicitously translated, richly al- 
lusive, memorably epigrammatic, fer- 
vently dedicated to Truth. 


The Hooded Hawk 
by D. B. Wyndham Lewis 
LG, $4 
‘‘Or, the Case of Mr. Boswell’’, by dis- 
tinguished Catholic biographer. 


Echoes of the Hunting Horn 

by Stanislaus Lynch D-A, $4.00 
Beautiful bookmaking and artwork; 
charming memoir of the Irish hunt. 


The Eternal Quest 
by William R. O’Connor LG, $4.00 


Explores St. Thomas’s position on . 


man’s natural desire for the Vision 
of God, defending it against dissent- 
ing opinion of commentators. 


Collected Poems 
by Alfred Noyes Lippincott, $5.00 


Sharps and Flats in Five Decades 

by Father Finn Harper, $3.75 
Famous Paulist Chorister director 
‘“looks over his shoulder’’; a treat— 
especially for the musically inclined. 


The Good Night at San Gabriel 
by Susana Clayton Ott 
Harper, $1.50 
Droll & delightful little tale of Christ- 
mas Eve in Father Serra’s missions. 


Humanist as Hero: Life of 
Sir Thomas More, 

by Theodore Maynard Mac, $3.00 
Illuminating biography. 


Came a Cavalier 
by Frances Parkinson Keyes 
Messner, $3 
Acceptable but rather slow-going in- 
ternational novel. 


For Thee Alone 
by H. J. Beutler, C.M. 
Herder, $2.50 
Conferences for Religious; sensible & 
heartening. 


Collected Poems 


by Sr. M. Madeleva Mace, $2.75 


Catholicism 
by Gerald G. Walsh, S.J. 
MeMullen, paper, $1 
Lucid summary Cath. belief & life, 
originally chapter from Great Reli- 
gions of the World (Princeton, $3.75) 


The Story of Therese Neumann 

by A. P. Schimberg __ Bruce, $2.50 
Factual narrative, incorporating lat- 
est information & photographs. 


Unpopular Opinions 


by Dorothy L. Sayers HB, $3 


Essays of sincere & orthodox Angli- 
can apologete & mystery-spinner, on 
everything from Christian forgiveness 
to the absurdities of Wissenschaft. 





Behold This Heart 

by H. J. Heagney Kenedy, $3.59 
First modern life of St. Margare 
Mary Alacoque. 


The Face of Robert E. Lee in 
Life and Legend 

by Roy Meredith Scribner, $5 
Excellent Christmas gift for amatey 
of Americana. 


Man on Joss Stick Alley 
by Bishop James E. Walsh, M.M. 
LG, $2.75 
Reprint earlier life of Father Me. 
Shane, Maryknoller. 


Parish Priests Among the Saints 
by Walter Gumbley, O.P. 
Newman, $1.5 
Disposes of the notion that no pastor 
was sainted before the Cure of Ar. 
Foreword by Vincent MeNabb, 0.P. 


Stop Killing Dragons 
by Geo. L. Krock, M.M. 
MeMullen, $2.25 
Letters to St. George from a Mary. 
knoller with a sense for the pictur 
esque. 


The American Philosophy of Law 
by Francis LeBuffe, S.J., & 
James V. Hayes Crusader, $ 
4th ed., rev. & enl., of Jurisprudence; 
significant as the only work defending 
natural law philosophy & backing it 
up with court decisions. 


Jesus Shows Me the Way 
by Rev. George M. Dennerle & 
Sr. M. Magdala, S.N.D. 
Bruce, $1.0 
Picture-book for youngest Catholics, 
with lovely art by Ruth (Above the 
Blue) Ruhman. 


Hungary, the Unwilling Satellite 
by John F. Montgomery _D-A,# 

Exposes Russian ‘‘liberation” o 

‘‘island in the Soviet sea.’’ 


Come, Follow Me! 
by B. F. Marcetteau, SS. 
Bruce, Vol. I, $2.) 
Meditations on Following of Christ. 


A Christmas Book & 

ed. Rita M. Sammon _ Lord, $1.4 
Generous & interesting ‘‘ Collection of 
Poetry & Prose for Christmas Read 
ing’’, attractively set up; mailing & 
velop included. 


(Continued on page 148) 











or 


1.50 
Lies, 
the 


of 


$9.50 


ist, 


$1.2) 
on of 


ig el 





December-January, 1947-°48 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





147 








er 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 


hed eight times a year: monthly, Feb- 
_ starch, April, September; Bi-monthly, 
Hetober-November, December-January, May- 
June and July-August, and Copyrighted 1947 
by the THOMAS MORE LIBRARY AND BOOK 
SHOP, an Illinois “not for profit’ corpora- 
tion, 220 W. Madison St., Chicago 6, Illinois. 
Subscription price $4.00 per year, in advance, 
50c per copy. 





Published at Appleton, Wisconsin, 2011 S. 
Memorial Drive for the Thomas More Libra- 
ry and Book Shop. ‘ 





Application pending for re-entry as second- 
class matter at the post office at Appleton, 
Wisconsin, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 





Formerly entered as second-class matter De- 
cember 11, 1942, at the Post Office at Chicago, 
Illinois, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 





PRINTED IN USS. A. 
JOHN C. Tuuiy, Editor 
Mary Ellen Evans, Ass’t. Editor 








Vol. VI December-January, 1947-’48 No. 5 











A Christmas Gift 
for All the Bear 


ae 


Whoever reads, needs BOOKS 
ON TRIAL. There just isn’t any 
substitute. 


Whoever guides the reading 

of others needs BOOKS ON 
TRIAL. The inside staff of 
BOOKS ON TRIAL believes 
that its staff of 175 outside 
Reviewers and Appraisers is 
the best in the land. 


A gift subscription will be 
appreciated throughout the 
Whole year. It may do untold 
good for the recipient. Unques- 
tionably it will help to save his 
eyesight and his eash, by 
pointing out books that are 
worth reading, as well as those 
that are not. 


Send a gift subscription for 
Christmas .. . One year, $4.00. 
Two years (if received prompt- 
ly), $5.00. We will notify the 
recipient. 

Remit to 


THE 
THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP 
220 W. Madison Street 
Chicago 6, Ill. 





‘generous outlook on life.. 








The Failure of Catholic Literature 


AS VIEWED BY A EUROPEAN 
INTELLECTUAL 


A recent issue’ of The Catholic 
World has an excellent article on the 
above subject by Erik von Kuehnelt- 
Leddihn, European intellectual who 
during the war wrote under the pseu- 
donym of Francis Stuart Campbell. 
(The Menace of the Herd; Moscow 
1979.) 

Under the heading of Catholic 
literature this author would put any 
work that contains truth, is spiritual- 
ly enriching and is not opposed to 
faith and morals. He attributes the 
sterility of Catholic _ belles-lettres 
largely to the Catholic publishers, 
who are even more timid than their 
secular counterparts. They fear ‘‘to 
compromise themselves or the Church 
politically, to ineur ecclesiastical cen- 
sure, to conflict with the principles of 
faith and morals, to antagonize their 
readers.’’ ‘‘. . . anything provocative 
or controversial is carefully avoided 
... everything remotely resembling 
originality is shunned.’’ 


SCANDAL 


When prudence is not put forward 
as an excuse for lack of courage, and 
the dearth of ideas, the avoidance of 
the giving of scandal is used. ‘‘ But 
the sin of scandal has nothing to do 
with the meaning of scandal in our 
everyday language. The former stands 
for willfully creating occasions of sin, 
the latter (‘seandalize’) implies the 
upsetting of somebody’s feelings 
which under circumstances is a most 
wholesome activity.”’ 


‘‘TRRESPONSIBLE PARTISANSHIP ’”’ 


If St. Thomas were alive today, says 
E. K-L., he would be frightened by 
those who treat the Summa as a huge 
‘‘Information, please’’, ‘‘blissfully 
ignorant of the inherent dialectics of 
all factors of human life’’.. .‘‘ college 
products without wide horizons, or a 
.or a 
deeper understanding of human exist- 


9? 


ence. ... 


‘“~HE INTELLECTUAL PYRAMID’’ 


The Catholic public ‘‘is more un- 
even than the non-Catholic masses... 
a majority is highly educated and the 
intellectual pyramid is_ probably 
steeper than that of any other reli- 
gious group.’’ 

‘‘The clerical element ‘among the 
buyers of books is largely out of pro- 
portion, which is’a bad sign since it 
denotes apathy among the laity.’’ 


REVIEWERS GRADUALLY AWAKENING 


In the past reviewers ‘‘felt a hu- 
manly understandable but still erro- 
neous obligation to help Catholic 
writing and publishing by praising 
Catholica sky-high . . .”’ 

‘Many secular newspapers and 
periodicals simply refuse to review 
books of Catholic publishers explain- 
ing that their works are ‘not of gen- 
eral interest,’ a practice without par- 
allel in western Europe and Britain.”’ 


[Note to Readers: How often have 
you written your newspaper about 
such omissions ?] 

‘*Certain leading newspapers did 
not even mention Eugene Bagger’s 
For the Heathen Are Wrong .. . it 
had three lines of sympathy for a 
country called ‘Francospain’.’’ 


‘‘The reviews of Hayes’s Wartime 


Mission in Spain bordered frequently 
on the seandalous.”’ 


[Note: And a lot of our people, not 
having read the book, took their views 
from the newspaper reviews.] ... 


‘‘The fact that the majority of the 
best Catholic authors have been mar- 
keted by non-Catholic houses should 
give us reason to pause... .”’ 


... for the Japanese, ‘‘the pictorial 
representation of nudity is a serious 
matter.”’ 

**In the eroticized pin-up girls a 
la Esquire...there is a sly degrada- 
tion of a whole sex... .”’ 


THE RESPONSIBILITY OF INQUIRING 
FIRST 


‘‘No author can assume entire re- 
sponsibility in the matter of the effect 
on readers of emotional or sensational 
matter. Such _ responsibility rests 
squarely on the shoulders of the 
reader. .<.”” 

‘‘And this responsibility involves 
inquiry as to the nature of books 
prior to reading.”’ 

‘‘The main object of Catholic liter- 
ature must be (a) to missionize and 
(b) to fortify . . . the chief endeavor 
of the Church must be to win the lead- 
ers and the thinkers of the opposite 
camp ... the average Catholic . . . is 
not fitted to be an apostle . . . but he 
could easily persuade his friends and 
acquaintances to read Catholic books. 

‘*. . . of all artistic efforts the liter- 
ary is the most intellectual and 
has therefore enormous significance. ”’ 


(The Catholic World, 401 W. 59th 
St., New York, 19. $4.00 a year.) 
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(Continued from page 146) 
The Story of a Family 
by Stephane-Joseph Piat, O.F.M. 
Kenedy, $3.50 
‘““The Home of the Little Flower.’’ 
Definitive Edition. 


The Christ of Catholicism 
by Dom Aelred Graham, O.S.B. 
L G, $4 
Seeks to recover Scriptural concept of 
Christ from accretion of non-textual 
connotation. 


Gregorian Chant 
by Jos. Smits van Waesberghe 
Continental (Stockholm), $2.50 


The Contemplative Life 
by Julianus Pomerius 
Newman, $2.50 
‘* Ancient Christian Writers’’ title. 


The Nature of the Liberal Arts 
by John E. Wise, S.J. Bruce, $3.50 


How to Retire to Florida 
by George & Jane Dusenbury 
Harper, $2.50 
Rev. ed. useful and impartial fact- 
book. 


Also Received For Review ... 


Unseen Harvests 
ed. C. M. Fuess & E. 8. Basford 
Mae, $5 
‘‘A Treasury of Teaching’’, contain- 
ing great riches & some not so great, 
but all of interest to educators. 


Medicine for Moderns 
by Frank G. Slaughter 
Messner, $3.50 
‘‘The New Science of Psychosomatic 
Medicine. ”’ ; 


The Greatest Catherine 
by Michael de la Bedoyere 
Bruce, $3.00 
Somewhat naturalistic & non-histori- 
eal life of Catherine of Siena. 


The Everglades: River of Grass 
by Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
Rinehart, $3.50 
‘*Rivers of America’’ series; accept- 
able except for unintelligent state- 
ments about Middle Ages & Church. 


Touchstone for Ethics 
by T. H. & Julian Hucley 
Harper, $3 
Grandfather & grandson on evolution 
& morality. Not recommended. 


Red Plush... . 
by Guy McCrone 
Satisfactory. 


BS, $8.50 
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Feast of the Jesters Prophet in the Wilderness 
by Manuel Komroff FS, $3 by Herman Hagedorn Mae, $3 
Not recommended. Story of Dr. Albert Schweitzer, great 
Bach interpreter & scholar, valiant 
The Questing Spirit medical mission in Africa. 
sel. & ed. H. E. Luccock & . ‘ 
Frances Brentano C-MeC, $5 While the Angels Sing 


‘Religion in the Literature of Our 
Time’’; another anthology. 


Pioneer Days in Idaho County 
by Sr. M. Alfreda Elsensohn 
Caxton, Vol. I, $7.50 
Regional research. 


Nothing So Strange 
by James Hilton 


With Reservations. 


LB, $2.75 


Somewhere the Tempest Fell 
by Josephine Herbst Scribner, $3 


With Reservations. 


Behold the Spirit 

by Alan W. Watts Pantheon, $2.75 
‘*A Study in the Necessity of Mystical 
Religion’’, by an Angilean. 


Harp of a Thousand Strings 
by H. L. Davis Morrow, $3 
Doubtful Merit. 


The Heretics 
by Humphrey Slater 
Not Recommended. 


HB, $2.75 


The Missionary 
by Cornelia Spencer 
Doubtful Merit. 


Day, $3 


Inside Pan-Arabia 
by M. J. Steiner 
Hendricks House, $3 


A Gallery of Bible Stories 
arr. Lydia & Warren Chappell 
Scheer & Jervice, $5 
Excellent sepia reproductions great 
masters, King James texts, fine typog- 
raphy. 


Wild Grape 
by John Hewlett Whittlesey, $3 
Latin Americans in Texas 
by Pauline R. Kibbe 
U. New Mexico, $3.50 


The Tiger Comes to Amityville 
by Clarence P. Milligan 
Christopher, $3.50 
Labor-capital theme. 


Without Halos 

by Bess White Cochran 
pi . ‘Westminster, $2.50 
Childhood in a minister’s house. 


by Gladys Hasty Carroll 
Trivial. Mae, $2.50 
Miracle on 34th Street 

by Valentine Davies HB, $1.75 
Pleasant, but omits all reference t 
Christian observance of Christmas, § 
encourages re-marriage of divorcee. 


And Some Pre-Publication News .,. 


Another translation of Garrigow. 
Lagrange—Vol. I of The Love of God 
and The Cross of Jesus, Englished by 
Sr. Jeanne Marie, O.P. ($4) ... Dom. 
inican Life, long-unavailable classic 
for Dominican tertiaries by J. P. 
Joret, O.P., also from the Freneb 
($3) ... Bede Jarrett’s excellent Life 
of St. Dominic ($3) . . . Letters of 
Pope Celestine VI, by Giovanni Papi. 
m—letters to all sorts of people from 
an imaginary pope . . . Two scriptural 
studies—The Bible § Early Mankind 
by Rev. Humphrey Johnson and The 
Canticle of Canticles, by Rev. Joseph 
L. Lilley, C. M.... In February you 
will be able to acquire Literary Criti- 
cisms by Francis Thompson, dis 
covered & collected by Terence Con. 
nolly, S. J., for $12.50 . . . likewise 
The Temple of the Spirit, critical e 
says by Francis Meehan, author of the 
delightful Living Upstairs (2.50) ... 
And sometime this winter a new cl: 
lection of Thomas Merton, 0.0.8.0.’ 
poetry—Figures for an Apocalyps 
.. . February also brings forth two 
quite brilliant historio-biographical 
romances — Frances Winwar’s Th 
Saint and the Devil ($3.75)—about 
Joan of Are, and James and Joa 
($3)—about James I of Scotland and 
his Lady Joan, by Anne Fremantle, 
descendant of the heroine & otherwix 
associate editor of The Commonwedl 
... Not to mention Thornton Wilder's 
novel of J. Caesar—The Ides of 
March (Jan. 18, $2.75) ... Of straight 
historians, Carl Van Doren hi 
been busy on a history of our Cor 
stitution which he titles The Greil 
Rehearsal, but might have called 
‘There Were Giants—’’ ($3.75) ..: 
And Charles A. Beard has produced 
another source-book for Americal 
patriots, The Enduring Federalist, be 
ing a careful selection, edition, expe 
sition of these remarkable Papem 
($4) ... Inevitably, too, The Goebbel 
Diaries are coming—but not 
March ($5)... 
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43 The Faith of France list? 


mat : F Any Serra Club members? 
int & Fishers of Men little upsetting. We are not used to Any Californians?. 


Mazence van der Meersch 8. & W, $3.00 _ associating this sort of detailed real- Any connoisseurs of choice writiag 


Reviewed by Abigail Quigley ism with the virtue of hope. But be- or spiritual fun? If you want to make 
McCarthy. cause of this realism-readers may find them happy, better be getting your 
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’ that many of the problems Americans supply of 
Maxence van der Meersch’s reputa- “~. . 
. on in his own country was fons by have raised about Jocism are solved THE GOOD NIGHT AT 
his realistie stories of life in the drab by the novel. They will cease to de- SAN GABRIEL 


mand of it instantaneous success; 
they will cease to demand perfection 
—Father Cardijn is quoted, ‘‘Take 
what is to hand, take men as they 
are. Then push them into the thick of 
it. Christ will give them what they 
need,’’—they will understand that its 
method is, above all and first of all, 
designed for working youth among 


by Susana Clayton Ott. ...$1.£0 


a gay and also moral-minded tale from 
Father Serra’s missions. 


at “the Thomas More” 


15 © industrial cities of northern France. 
to Fishers of Men has the same sort of 
& setting. The city of Roubaix with its 
‘ Universal stores, its endless streets, 

its tenements, its big factories, is the 

background for the lives of the young 
ou. laborers who are the novel’s protag- 
10d & onists. 











CORRECTION 
In the October-November issue, 


by These young men are products of . . . 
{ agell. whom Jocism must be spread. The page 115, there is a typographical 
7 their orgy Pee — omc present holy Father has said that he error in the second column, in the 
the mam character, 1s physically sees in it the power of God. second paragraph below the sub-head 
; weak, suffering periodically from the “Who Gets the Money?”’ The para- 
‘fe effects of childhood itiness. Jules — graph should read: 
Dhouthulst, his best friend, is good . “From 1930 to 1946, says this au- 
fF and shrewd, but large, lumbering ee MeMullen, $2.00 : Aegon 
so | ’ ge, 8: “ee a thor, the coal industry paid out to 
Ip- ® illiterate, most at home in rough sur- Reviewed by J. M. Lelen, Ph.D. its employees more than 98% of the 
ol F roundings. They go from ugly rooms It is said sometimes that the Church — jneome produced.” ~ 
rl F and flats to work that is unpleasant, | eventually—even here—will have to 


ind 
The 
eph 
you 


gruelling and pointless in unsanitary 
and soul-destroying conditions. They 
are surrounded by misery, depravity, 
immorality. Nowhere in the novel is 
there any indication that they and 


return to the eataecombs. No land ean 


ever expect to avoid being a prey to - 


persecution. But, if we may judge 
from this extraordinarily instructive 
and interesting book, the Chureh in 


Sentence as published reads ‘‘em- 
ployers’’ instead of ‘‘employees.’’ 





Just now it is her perennial youthful- 
ness that is bursting forth all over 


dis F their fellows will be able to escape France has gone to the cellars, the France. Tt seems almost as if it 
‘oF from this environment. eaves and the coal mines. That is what ight be too late, were not the fervor 
wise These are all the ingredients of the they have done, the priests who came so deep. ; 
|e hopeless novel of the proletariat to back from concentration camps. The But let me give here a sample of a 
the dich we have become so accustomed Eternal Sacrifice is offered anywhere, sermon, modern but not Modernistiec, 
Tl but Fishers ad -.q everywhere. And at times, here is addressed to breadwinners: 
ut Fishers of Men is not that kind , a &< : 
* of a novel. It is the story of the work- What the priest, the missionary of I have discovered a regular 
0.' ing of the inspiration of one holy the Mission of France’’, says to his pal: Christ the Worker, a pal 
/*  vriest in the lives of desperate young friends and his fellow-workers: above board, for good and for 
pe men and women—the birth and ‘*Please come up close, all of bad days. i easacedg — 
nh growth of Canon Cardijn’s JOC, The you, and let us all celebrate Mass pr an Reapegsess e Go : e 
' Young Christian Workers. Having that we may not lose what we de- was born in a stable, a He en 
: read it one can understand why Pius portees, prisoners, have found That for bo pot eo q Thirt 
O i XI rejoiced over Cardijn’s plan and again: the Church of the Mar- sweated - is 7 t i y 
“de said, ‘‘You are the first to come to tyrs, the Saints. And, Lord, we years of the slavery 0 a re 
wf me and talk about bringing back the will pray for our comrades who panes emt, cep tae 
or workers! The Church needs the work- fell on the battlefield wondering a paid vacation. That He Hh to 
, f°, the workers need the Church!” if their deaths were of any use.”’ tionized the world as — = He 
ar It j ; Barriers have been broken down. of men, with twelve helpers He 
zm) Is no sentimental success story. py. Communist has learned that chose. He got His point of view 
ight § To one who has read glowing jour- iain ok - de over, the ideal He had come to 
list; Christianity is not Clericalism. ant . 
ha @ “alistic accounts of the success of the aa : bring to the workers of this 
Joc gee } How did it all start? This re- 
Son: § YVC abroad it will be both sobering - Le pe ee ea earth ...”’ 
agi W tnd enco clita d thi listi thinking of Christianity in terms of . 
Tle Ment ‘The on 0 age rt JOC. 1¢ modern man has been coming for a Seems to me that the title could be 
al was w me ge ; + 7 “8 long time. Christianity is always Europe Alive, not France only. As to 
“wil tele bo Pigs 71 : aye . eral basically the same, but it wears dif- those who will regret that the author 
rs ao B disap ee a z bein “ mn ing ferent clothing in different nations is not much in love with the Latin 
7 " oe _— ,m ae ers wi a and in different centuries. And when language I may remind them with 
ae or : oo _ and sa rf one says that Christianity is the same, Benedict XV that ‘‘the Church is 
xpo D age ae ers and clergy as we one does not mean that it is static. | Roman, but not Latin.’’ 
oi  Cmpayets. The message is the same, but the de- O readership, buy, beg, or bor- 
ti The realistic style of the author is ciphering goes on through the ages. row this book, but by all. means read 


the most tonie thing about the book. 
0 the American reader it is even a 


That is why the Church is both im- 
mutable and everlastingly young. 


it! It is a manual of spiritual strategy 
both inspiring and invigorating. 
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OF MEN AND PROBLEMS 


Centennial Biography 


Running Waters 


Covelle Newcomb D M, $2.75 


Reviewed by Sister Leo Gonzaga, 
S.C. L., Saint Mary College, 
Xavier, Kansas. 


Covelle Newcomb has done it again! 
Readers who enjoyed Larger Than the 
Sky will welcome this contribution to 
the library of great American Catho- 
lies. 


A centennial volume, this biogra- 
phy of Mother Caroline of the School 
Sisters of Notre 
Dame is projected 
against a back- 
ground of the his- 
tory of Catholic 
education in the 
United States, and 
the struggles of 
German immi- 
grants. It is the 
story of courageous 
women who by 
their faith not only 
literally moved 
mountains but overeame Satan and 
his emissaries. Through it moves re- 
gally the indomitable Mother Caro- 
line, onee the wilful, proud Josepha 
Fries of Ejichstadt, eventually the 
Commissary General of the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame. 





Covelle 
Newcomb 


Whether one is interested in liter- 
ary values, in the energizing symbo- 
lism suggested by the title and unify- 
ing the narrative, in the vitalizing 
enthusiasm for one’s adopted country 
epitomized in Mother Caroline’s dy- 
ing words, ‘‘See that the flag is 
hoisted . . . and keep it flying’’; or in 
the childhood discipline and education 
that in a crucible prepared a great 
soul for its inimitable life-work for 
God and souls; whether one stands in 
awe and admiration of the far-flung 
activities of the School Sisters of 
Notre Dame in the U. S. A., or is 
merely interested in written narrative 
bristling with human interest, Run- 
ning Waters will be acceptable. 


Book is illustrated by the author’s 
husband, Addison Burbank, and in- 
cludes a comprehensive bibliography, 
also a convenient reference-chart of 
the numerous institutions conducted 
by the School Sisters of Notre Dame, 
whose pioneers arrived in the United 
States on July 31, 1847. 


Production Genius 


Knudsen: A Biography 
Norman Beasley Whittlesey, $3.75 


Gen. Knudsen rose to business fame 
as a production genius with the Gen- 
eral Motors Corporation. His rise is 
typical of American opportunity. 

With the coming of the war, he be- 
came director of production. The fact 
that America became the arsenal of 
democracy, despite the ineptness of 
bureaucrats, is an achievement for 
which Gen. Knudsen must be given 
due credit. 

His comments on the philosophy of 
business are based on practical com- 
mon sense rather than social theory. 

The rise of this Danish emigrant co- 
incides with the development of mass 
production, with its many advantages 
and many problems. It would be a fine 
thing if a great many people gave 
close study to biographies of this 
kind. 

—ZJ. 0. T. 


——$<—< 


Labor-Management 


Or Forfeit Freedom 

Robert Wood Johnson Doubleday, $2.59 
This non-Catholic author, familiar 
with the encyclicals, says that if labor 
and management do not cooperate, 
freedom will be forfeited, and that 
within a few years. He attributes the 
present chaotic condition to a lack of 
intelligence and a disregard for Chris. 
tian ethies. 

He feels that if American traditions 
are to be continued, we must have 
mass production, and must strive for 
increases in wages, without excessive 
prices. He seems to be quite well in. 
formed regarding the fact that higher 
wages are seldom the reason for 
strikes, although usually given as the 
pretext. He advises management on 
some of the things that can be done, 
and his book must be regarded asa 
fair presentation. 

—ZJ. 0.7. 





If you have no Catholic dealer- 
“The Thomas More” can 
serve you. 





XIXth Century Picture Puzzle 


The Red Prussian, The Life and 
Legend of Karl Marx 


Leopold Schwarzschild 


(tr. Margaret Wing) Seribner, $4.00 


Reviewed by Rev. G. J. Gustaf- 
son S.S., Ph.D., Professor of 
Philosophy, St. Edward’s Semin- 
ary, Editor, ‘‘The Priest.’’ 


This is, first of all, a debunking book. 
Its character calls for the exercise of 
some caution on the part of the 
reader, who will otherwise be quite 
unable to understand how the pos- 
sessor of a ‘‘mail-order’’ degree who 
shamelessly betrayed his friends, 
knifed his enemies and rivals, real or 
potential, tangled himself in count- 
less contradictions, vilified the com- 
mon man (‘‘those stupid workers who 
believed anything’’), called Lassalle a 
‘greasy Jew’’ and a “‘little Kike’’, 
and hailed half a dozen revolutions 
that never came off, could ever be- 
come the omniscent author of Das 
Kapital, the savior of the modern 
world and the touchstone of orthodoxy 
in the East. 


Schwarzschild, himself, is quite 
willing to lay most of the evils of the 
times at Marx’s feet, including re- 
sponsibility for Lenin, Stalin, Hitler, 


and Mussolini, crediting him in globo 
with ‘‘all the most important facets 
of our time.’’ ‘‘If a name had to be 
found for the age in which we live,” 
he tells us, ‘‘we might safely call it 
the Marxian Era.’’ 

This is not to dissent from the 
author’s views of the importance of 
Karl Marx. It is, however, to imply 
that his latest biographer nowhere 
shows us wherein that importance lay 
as in its roots. It is also to object that 
Mr. Schwarzschild has been a little 
niggardly with his readers in not at 
least attempting to disengage from 
the Marxian stream the influences of 
Lenin and Stalin, in not showing ™ 
something of the historical processes 
then at work which made the thing 
we loosely call Marxianism the threat 
that it is. What we have here 8 
roughly Marx in vacuo. One would 
not be satisfied with, say, a study of 
Luther in some kind of historical iso 
lation. 

Yet this is a valuable work, ad 
mitting the animus of the author and 
its deleterious effect. Documentation 
is rich. There is a simple and so 
expose of Marxian philosophy and 4 
competent refutation of it. The style 
is readable and the _ translatio 
smooth. 


Ld 
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Debs and Unions 


Adversary in the House 

Irving Stone Doubleday, $3.00 
Eugene V. Debs, five times candi- 
date for the U. S. presidency on the 
Socialist ticket, while building up 
memberships in his railway firemen’s 
mion, maintained that he ‘‘would 
never have anything to do with a 
union that entered into any socialistic 
movement.”’ 

According to his present biogra- 
pher, every action of Debs sprang 
frm his kindness, charity, honesty, 
and overflowing love for humanity. 
He could do no wrong. And he did 
work for much that was good. But 
many of his arguments were doubtful. 
He must have known better when he 
preached to workers that 85% of 
what they produced went to the 
bosses, yet similar lies are being told 
today, and are believed by many.* 
(When Louis Budenz was peddling 
his labor magazine and couldn’t sell 
subscriptions on any other basis, he 
found that preaching ‘‘dignity’’ to 
workers was almost a sure-fire sales 
argument). ; 

Debs was enterprising from early 
youth. His father was an anarchist. 
The book opens with an account of 
the 19-year-old boy working until 2 
am. posting signs for a lecture by 
the atheist Robert Ingersoll. He was a 
great reader—Balzac, Dumas, Victor 
Hugo. He had fired locomotives and 
attracted the attention of the railway 
Brotherhood. Henceforth, wnionism, 
and later Socialism, was his overmas- 
tering god. Neglecting the girl he was 
to have married, he lost her to an- 
tther—an attorney who later sent 
Debs to jail—and Debs married the 
would-be social climber who became 
his ‘adversary in the house’’—the 
woman who would always take the 
word of any opponent before that of 
her husband, and who lived in hope 
that Debs would give up unionism. 
When he told her he had become a 
Socialist, she fell into a 36-hour faint, 
(according to the author). 

Stone, the biographer of Van Gogh, 
the painter; Jack London, the lusty 
writer ; and Clarence Darrow, the ag- 
lostic, sings a sympathetic song of 
Debs, the associate of those demanding 
War on religion, on the small farmer, 
the eraft unions, and on all who did 
tot demand unquestioning obedience 
frm the rank and file (the logical 
‘nd, by the way, of all totalitarian 
trends) . 

_ Debs revolted against the unyield- 
lg subservience demanded by others, 





yet worked for similar results. For a 
time he enjoyed great popularity. In 
1911 while in a federal penitentiary 
he received over a million votes for 
the presidency, compared with 314 
millions for Taft. 

His life is a commentary on our 
own day. Wrong in many things, he 
saw the arrogance of the railway 
unions in its true light—and that ad- 
vantage in any form was as corrupt- 
ing as wealth or power. He fought a 
losing battle in his effort to show the 
union that they ‘‘had to produce more 
to earn more.’’ He saw that he could 
not learn money and banking from 
books. 


Much ean be learned from his ex- 


. perience by those sufficiently equipped 


to resist the hero worship affected by 
the author.** 

*See Why Kill the Goose? (Oct., 
Books On Trial.) 

**A letter from Terre Haute to the 
Chicago Tribune contradicts practi- 
cally everything Stone says regarding 
the characteristics of Mrs. Debs, and 
of the alleged sweetheart—indicating 
that much of the book is fictional. 





Rooseveltiana 


The advance publicity on James A. 
Farley’s forthcoming book, Why I 
Broke With Roosevelt, serves to 
stimulate interest in other books about 
the great enigma of American polities 
whose true stature has not yet been 
evaluated. 


For the convenience of readers, we 
list below the principal books so far 
published. Of these, we consider the 
first to be the best. The second title 
by Roosevelt’s son is highly illumin- 
ating, and the Adamie book probably 
of least value. 

The Roosevelt I Knew, 


by Frances Perkins $3.75 
As He Saw It, 

by Elliot Roosevelt 2.50 
Frontier on the Potomac, 

by Jonothan Daniels 2.75 
Thank You, Mr. President, 

by A. H. Smith 2.50 
Reilly of the White House, 

by M. F. Reilly 3.00 
White House Physician, 

by Ross T. McIntire 3.00 
Dinner at the White House, 

by Louis Adamic 2.50 
Speaking Frankly, 

by James F. Byrnes 3.50 


The Byrnes book is most important 
because of its revelations in the field 
of foreign relations, particularly be- 
cause of the Russian situation. 

Judging from the magazine articles 
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Inside Stories 
Speaking Frankly 
James F. Byrnes Harper, $3.50 


Reams of publicity have already 
greeted this unusual book—the dis- 
closures of which at this time rather 
than after a wait of a dozen years 
emphasize the seriousness of our pres- 
ent strained foreign relations. 

But it is not alone on this score 
that the book is timely and important. 
Ex-Seeretary of State Byrnes goes 
back to 1937 when he was a Senator, 
and his later experiences as Economic 
Stabilizer should pry open the eyes of 
many people to a realization of the 
thing they now meet face to face in 
every grocery and market—the spec- 
ter of inflation. 


Few realize the battle put up by 
F. D. R. to hold the line on prices— 
and how the line was broken later by 
the blundering which followed. 


Under Byrnes, from 1942 to 1943, 
the cost of living index was held to 
an advance of only 4.3 per cent. Un- 
der Vinson, from °43 to April 45, it 
rose only 3.2 per cent. Then Hold- 
the-line was abandoned, wage in- 
creases were encouraged, and in 22 
months the cost of living was up by 
another 20.2 per cent. 


Mr. Byrnes’ book is far more than 
an absorbing recital of his experiences 
at the center of world affairs, and at 
the meetings he attended in Europe. 
He adds his views, opinions and prog- 
nostications. 

It is interesting to note that when 
he asked Stalin about Hitler’s death, 
Stalin said he thought Hitler was still 
alive, possibly in Spain or Argentina. 
(See Books on TriAL, Oct. 1947, p. 
118, ‘‘Who Willed Hitler ?’’) 

In his chapter on Henry Wallace, 
Byrnes quotes his messages to Presi- 
dent Truman submitting his immedi- 
ate resignation. Truman fired Wallace 
as a result of the latter’s toadying to 
the Soviets and their American sym- 
pathizers. 

This hard-hitting book sold like the 
proverbial hot cakes on its publica- 
tion, and stirred up controversies 
throughout the world. Let us hope it 
will continue to sell—and be read. 

—J. C. T. 





that have appeared, the Farley book 
will present many new sidelights on 
the Roosevelt character. From all 
present indications the first edition 
will be an immediate sell-out. Publi- 
cation is scheduled for early Spring. 
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Book-of-the-Month-Club 
Boy Genius Hits Jackpot 


With Satirical Cartoons 


Back Home 
Bill Mauldin Sloane, $3.50 


Someone has said that a boy of 20 
who is not a Socialist has no heart, 
and if, as a man of 40 he is still a 
Socialist, he has no head. 


Young Bill is now 25. From 18 to 
23 he was in the army. His book, Up 
Front, and his syndicated cartoons 
have brought him nearly half a mil- 
lion dollars. Except for a divorcee and 
remarriage and a period of ‘‘fellow 
traveling’’, his sense of humor and 
self-analysis have kept him pretty 
sane. He now says he thinks his days 
of radicalism are ending. Although he 
still ine'ines leftwards, his views are 
pretty objective. His dislikes are 
numerous—The American Legion, 
which he calls undemocratic because 
the top rank makes the decisions on 
policy, and John Stelle; Westbrook 
Pegler; Franco; the Dies Committee ; 
used ear pirates, the Ku Klux Klan, 
and assorted chisellers. 


Known in the Army as a pictorial 
chronicler of the combat infantryman, 
Bill’s cartoons since demobilization 
range far and wide. His effort seems 
to be to strike a balance of political 
and social belief, and he is extremely 
frank in describing his blunders and 
perplexities. 


Mauldin is far from being a repre- 
sentative G-I, but he is far more per- 
ceptive than many of our pretentious 
commentators on the American scene. 
One of his cartoons shows two pomp- 
ous advertising men conferring in 
their office. Says one, ‘‘The union was 
pleased with that full-page ad about 
Amalgamated Steel. Now Amalgam- 
ated wants us to do one about the 
union.’’ 


In ancther, two children are backed 
up against the wall in the lobby of an 
apartment. On the wall above their 
heads is a sign, ‘‘No Children Al- 
lowed.’’ As a vinegary tenant peeks 
out through his partly opened door- 
way, the little boy says, ‘‘ Nobody here 
but us dogs.”’ 


Neither language nor pictures is 
objectionable, although better taste 
would have omitted three or four 
‘‘marine’’ expletives. 


—dJ.C. T. 


A Weak Success 


This is Pearl 
Walter Millis Morrow, $4.00 


The story of Pearl Harbor by 
George Morgenstern, of the Chicago 
Tribune staff, continues to excite con- 
troversy. Col. Charles Sweeney, au- 
thor of the war book Moment of Truth, 
takes a very, very dim ‘view of Wal- 
ter Millis’ assumption and conclusions 
in This is Pearl. 


This author, says reviewer Sweeney, 
‘‘assures us of his impartiality, and 
lack of bias, or prejudice, but then 
assumes three premises. First—that 
there can never be a final answer as 
to who was responsible for the disas- 
ter (which is a gratuitous assertion, 
insulting to the reader’s intelligence) ; 
second, that Kimmel and Short are re- 
sponsible (another opinion) ; third, the 
record offers no support for the view 
that the Roosevelt administration 
plotted to invite a Pacifie war or even 
to wish for one.’’ Says Col. Sweeney, 
‘*Tn other words, responsibility is im- 
possible to fix; therefore Roosevelt is 
innocent ; therefore Kimmel and Short 
are guilty.’’ 


Col. Sweeney’s conclusion is inter- 
esting; the book is weak, he says, and 
will consequently probably head the 
list of best sellers as a smashing suc- 
cess. 





On Slave Labor 


‘‘The Taft-Hartley Act,’’ says Father 
Gillis, editor of The Catholic World, 
‘‘has been condemned by certain un- 
ion leaders on the ground that it 
creates and enforces ‘Slave Labor.’ It 
is not my purpose here and now to 
point out the merits and demerits of 
that law. But I must say that those 
who talk about slave labor here in the 
United States either don’t know what 
slave labor is, or if they do, they are 
uttering not only a wild exaggeration 
but a falsehood. 


‘‘However, the use of the phrase 
may serve a good purpose. It may 
lead members of the unions and 
others to look into a recent book writ- 
ten in collaboration by David J. Dal- 
lin and Boris I. Niecolaevsky, ‘Forced 
Labor in Soviet Russia.’’ 


(Dallin’s preface explains how the 
Russians duped Henry Wallace, but 
he doesn’t excuse him. In brief, what 
he says is that Henry should have had 
more sense. ) 


—-__} 


Pioneer Governor 


Stevens Thomson Mason 
Kent Sagendorph Dutton, $4.75 
Reviewed by L. V. Jacks, Ph.D., 
Creighton University. 
In a stout octavo of 447 pages, Mr. 
Kent Sagendorph writes a good }j. 
ography of Stevens Thomson Mason, 
‘‘misunderstood patriot’’ and _ first 
real governor of Michigan. The story 
has many interesting factors, not the 
least of which is the array of infor. 
mation about Webster, Clay, Jackson, 
Eaton, and other famous characters, 
The book is informative, well. 
planned and well carried out. It isa 
strong tribute to Michigan as well as 
to Stevens Mason, but the composition 
leaves something to be desired. E. g, 
from the opening sentence, ‘‘. ..a 
perpetual adolescent who never quite 
grew up.’’ A little redundant. Again 
on the same page, ‘‘ Absently, he gave 
his confidence . . .”’ Does this mean 
he did it in absentia, or absentmind- 
edly, or what? There are many collo- 
quialisms, e.g. (p. 168; referring to 
an arrest), ‘‘Turner’s eagerness to 
make a pinch cost him his job.’’ And, 
again (p. 58; referring to a man with 
a temper), ‘‘. . . he attained his maxi- 
mum pressure and blew a gasket.” 
There are attractive anecdotes about 
life in Detroit in the 1830’s, the To- 
ledo War, the acquisition of the upper 
peninsula, Father Gabriel Richard, 
the wild eat banks, the beginnings of 
the state school system, the panic of 
1837, the political devices by whieh 
Mason was finally disgraced, foreed 
from office, and, practically speaking, 
hounded to his death in 1843. There 
is a good picture of the Jackson I 
augural. A tremendous amount of re 
search has gone into the book. The 
work impresses by sincerity, vigor and 
strength. It deserves a reading, 





Communism 


The Red Plotters 
Hamilton Fish Dom. & For. Affairs, $1.00 


Episcopalian Fish delivers smashing 
blows at Communistie atheism, dupl- 
city and fraud; pays great tribute t 
Catholics for their opposition; de 
plores the silence of Protestant mil 
isters. 

Fish was first appointed chairmal 
of a special House committee to i 
vestigate Communist activities and 
propaganda as long ago as 1930. 

Read this book. Check your public 
library to see that they have it prom 
inently displayed. 

—J.C.T: 
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ON READING 


By N. Elizabeth Monroe, Ph.D. 


There is a prejudice in America to- 
day in favor of novels that concern 
themselves with social problems or 
the conditions under which the work- 
ing classes live, a prejudice due in 
part to the early personal experience 
on which some nov- 
elists draw, to the 
habit of literary 
slumming, to the 
realization that, 
since a bourgeois 
society has nothing 
to offer the novel- 
ist, he must look 
elsewhere for his 
subject matter and 
thus give signifi- 
cance to the novel. 

The Tin Flute by 
Gabrielle Roy ($3.00) and Liffey Lane 
by Maura Laverty ($2.50) are genu- 
ine studies of slum life with only an 
occasional axe to grind ; they are moti- 
vated less by the reformer’s zeal than 
by the feeling that here is the sub- 
stance of literature in the contrasts 
between rich and poor and in the 
courage and vitality with which these 
people face life. They are defeated 
from the start, but they carry on and, 
more important still, they want to car- 





N.: Elizabeth 
Monroe, Ph. D. 


ry on. 

The Tin Flute describes the Saint- 
Henri slum of Montreal at the foot of 
the rich British section, hardly sepa- 
rated at all in space, but worlds apart 
in every other way. In spite ‘of its 
external treatment of religion, the 
story has many admirable things 
about it, the most interesting of which 
is the impact of war on a defeated 
generation. The young boys had never 
been important to anyone, but when 
the war broke out they were told that 
society depended on them; they were 
the saviours of all things human; the 
army had a place for everyone. All 
their problems were solved by the 
war-hunger — poverty, uselessness, 
muddled lives and muddled love af- 
fairs were all straightened out by the 
signboards, JOIN UP NOW. 

SIGNIFICANT—MOVING 

Though the characters are well nigh 
beaten, they are still capable of love, 
generosity, sacrifice. Rose-Marie, who 
has eleven children and another child 
coming, sets off to find rooms for her 
family; as soon as she reaches the 
church porch her spirits begin to rise ; 


the street is filled with sunlight; ‘she 
has the whole day before her; maybe 
this time she can find a room with 
windows facing south. It is the old 
story of a woman who must go on 
making the best of things, but it is a 
moving story and, in spite of its nat- 
uralistie trend it is significant. 


Maura LAVERTY NEVER REPETITIOUS 


Liffey Lane is the story of a Dublin 
slum and of Chrissie Doyle, who de- 
livers the evening paper to the seven 
families living there. It is natural for 
them to confide in her—these stories 
make the novel. All that Chrissie asks 
of life is the chance to care for her 
little cousin, Kevin, to watch over 
him, keep him clean, save him from 
beatings, and at night hold him in 
her arms. All Miss Laverty’s novels 
have a character like this, someone 
who loves selflessly, but they are not 
repetitions—each new character has 
the stamp of originality. 

This is the story too of Billy Bunch, 
who has seen better days and who, 
drunk or sober, speaks with an ele- 
gance foreign to the Lane, of Sister 
Martha, who understands Chrissie’s 
love for Kevin and who gives her the 
joy of helping with the dishes at the 
convent, of Lar, Chrissie’s brother, 
awkward, heavy, shamefaced, and of 
Mary Dunne and Jim Sweeney, whose 
verbal battles set the Lane rocking. 

The device used to hold the char- 
acters and incidents together accomp- 
lishes its purpose without calling at- 
tention to itself and at the same time 
permits the author to work in many 
details that give richness and vitality 
to the story. The reader has the sense 
of living the story rather than read- 
ing it and the artlessness of the nar- 
rative conceals a fine artistic economy. 
Miss Laverty’s understanding of 


- character is deeper than Miss Roy’s, 


her characters attach themselves to 
our affection without effort in much 
the same way as people in life become 
our friends. 


PROPAGANDA—OBSCENITY 


Stories about the war or its effects 
come on the market in spite of the 
publishers’ notion that people are not 
interested in the war. Whatever is 
unpleasant does not exist, it seems. 
The Steeper Oliff by David Davidson 
($3.00), is the story of a young 
American lieutenant who is sent to 


—_—_—_—_—_————————————————————— 


Austria to staff Austrian newspapers 
with men who have had no affiliation 
with the Nazi’s. He gets word of 
Lorenz, a brave, liberal minded jour- 
nalist who has suffered for his con- 
victions, and his effort to find him 
constitutes the story. 

The search for Lorenz becomes a 
search for the meaning of courage, 
but underneath this improbable story 
and equally improbable search is the 
attempt to prove that most Austrians 
were Nazi at heart and that the only 
decent Austrians were communistic. 
The propaganda will turns and turns, 
the same old propaganda of hate, the 
Same mixture of politics and obscenity, 
of immature posturing, self-conscious- 
ness, and bravado. 

Bruce MARSHALL 


Vespers in Vienna by Bruce Mar- 
shall ($2.75) repeats a number of 
themes of earlies novels, but the nar- 
rative is too slight to carry them. In 
spite of an occasional arresting 
thought the whimsical attitude is out 
of place; many of the situations the 
author touches on are too serious for 
the let’s-be-good-and-sweet-and-every- 
thing-will-be-all-right point of view. 
The thought is sound, however. A nun 
says to the British colonel who has 
quarters in the convent that he ean 
make himself happy by offering his 
unhappiness to God. At first that 
seems silly ; then he sees it is less silly 
than the attempt most men make to 
annihilate their unhappiness and in- 
adequacy in golf, football matches, sex, 
guzzling, and the cinema. It is be- 
cause men think that nothing about 
them matters that they try to lose 
themselves in diversions like these. 
The hero of the story sees that no pro- 
gress toward peace will be made un- 
til men are persuaded that it is a 
erime to be cruel, not only to those 
they can see, but also to those they 
cannot see. 

Mary CoLum 


If many of our novels are thinly 
disguised autobiography, it may also 
be said that many autobiographies 
sound like fiction; their contents are 
pointed up, slanted in order to make 
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their contentions seem valid. This, 
however, is not true of Mary Colum’s 
lafe and the Dream, ($3.00), which is 
full of interesting and amusing inci- 
dents. It travels from Ireland to 
America to France with little effort, 
describing the social and literary cir- 
cles in which the Colums moved, re- 
cording a great many impressions of 
writers and artists, so that it is a 
valuable addition to literary history. 

Mrs. Colum begins with her con- 
vent days in Ireland, which, in spite 
of minor austerities, were pleasant. 
She agrees with Agnes Repplier’s ob- 
servation, made long ago in Our Con- 
vent Days, that convent life cuts a 
child off from all that is common- 
place. Mind, taste, imagination, and 
character are trained by the routine 
set up in these schools. Mrs. Colum’s 
training protected her from distrac- 
tions of her own making and of 
others, formed her taste, provided her 
with the arts a woman must master 
before going into active life. No sys- 
tem of education could do much more. 


ConvENT Days 
Life in the convent was certainly 
not monotonous. Like all children she 
loved a fixed routine if only for the 


fun derived from its occasional varia- 
tion. Children also gain from being 
removed, for a time, from the adult 
world, where they are too often in- 
dulged or asked to conform to an un- 
natural pattern of life. Mrs. Colum’s 
friends lived in a world of their own; 
they got on or failed according to 
standards set up for them, not for 
adults, and they knew how to enjoy 
themselves when they were free. An- 
other point—the convent is no fore- 
ing ground for talent or self expres- 
sion—a child is first trained, allowed 
to grow, before he begins to express 
himself. 


Mrs. Colum describes all this with 
charm and naturalness. Brought up 
in a male household she came to the 
convent unprepared in several ways. 
She was supposed to come provided 
with a bath dress—that must mean 
a bathrobe, her uncles reasoned—and 
she was chagrined to find that every- 
one wore a gown while bathing. She 
spoke French, but was innocent of 
French grammar, a defect which she 
soon began to remedy. 


The author is not concerned with 
evaluating the convent as a system, 
but the evaluation is implied in her 


es 





life. She was to become a charming 
and accomplished woman, witty, jp. 
terested in people, and interested jp 
ideas. She took her place in many dig. 
tinguished circles. Toward the end of 
the book she describes their life on the 
French Riviera as pleasanter, easier, 
and cheaper than any other life ghe 
had ever known. It was easy for her 
and her husband to find diversion 
after they stopped working—every 
afternoon they met a group of their 
friends at a restaurant for coffee and 
liqueurs; talk was good, and time 
seemed to run on without end. 


PRAISE FOR McLAVERTY 


Another book that deserves a place 
in your reading is The Game Cock, a 
book of short stories by Michael Me. 
Laverty ($2.75). The stories are told 
simply without embellishment, with. 
out accent, but when you look back 
over them you see that every little de. 
tail is fitted into its place, that the 
emotion is built up skilfully by uw. 
derstatement, by the ironical juxta- 
positon of details pointing two ways 
Somehow or other the author catches 
the tears of things in every incident. 

In the title story a poor man buys 
a cock, trains him with love and care, 
takes him to the fights, where he 
proves himself an heroic battler. But 
when he reaches home and takes the 
cock out of the bag he is dead. His 
little boy asks what he will do with 
the cock, and, after a brief hesita- 
tion, he says he will have him mounted 
—that’s what he’ll do. 


REAL PEOPLE—SMALL BUT IMPORTANT 


These are small things, but the 
small things that are important. A 
young widow plans to marry agall 
and make over her life when she hears 
her two boys imitating their grand- 
father, whom she has placed in the 
workhouse, for their good, she tells 
herself. But now she isn’t so sure. It 
is a hard thing to work all your life 
and end your days in a workhouse 
with no one to talk to, no one to care 
for you... A boy who is being sent 
from an orphanage to work on a small 
farm sees the ships lying in harbor 
and later, in spite of happiness in his 
new home, runs off to sea. One hardly 
notices the first incident until the 
end of the story, where the boys 
dream comes to the surface and he 
must follow. There are no false notes 
in these stories; the mood is clearly 
etched from the beginning; the nar 
rative is evenly paced and certain, 2 
spite .of its casual air, and the chat 
acters emerge almost immediately # 
real people. 
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NEW FICTION 


Close to Salacious 


Hope of Earth 


Margaret Lee Runbeck H M, $3.00 


Reviewed by Mary Hennigan. 


In Hope of Earth, Margaret Lee Run- 
beck has written a lengthy novel of 
which a book, in fact The Book, is the 
real hero. The old bible which Tobias 
Phelps—once a hardy pioneer, for 
years a fabulously wealthy Philadel- 
phian, at death a poor man—leaves 
to his favorite son Stephen as his only 
inheritance, becomes to Stephen’s 
young wife Amoret a pillar of light. 
It supports her struggle with a rug- 

life for which she is otherwise 
totally unfitted. It guides her in her 
relations with her husband, her chil- 
dren, her neighbors; in her acknowl- 
edged but renounced love for an 
itinerant preacher. It makes endur- 
able the loss of her children and 
separation from her husband. More- 
over, its light and power make re- 
wion with Stephen not only possible 
but inevitable. 

To Stephen The Book is neither 
pillar nor flame. It is a two-edged 
sword between him and what he de- 
sires most in life; first his wife, then 
luxury and power. It conquers him. 
It rewards him ultimately with peace. 

So far so good! Everyone in Hope 
of Earth is just too good. The poor 
embrace their poverty with the ardor 
of St. Francis. The rich become poor 
and like it. The prodigal returns to 
his father. The lover plucks out his 
ee (figuratively, of course) rather 
than offend. God forgive this reviewer 
who secretly hoped that for one fleet- 
ing, natural second Amoret and Joel 
might have counted the world well 
lost for love! 

The characters are all very good. 
Somehow, the book is not. In a way 
it is a respectable Forever Amber. 
From the first page the reader is for- 
ever not only in Amoret’s bed room 
but in her very bed. No single inti- 
mate detail of what goes on there is 
mitted. If it were not for the lush 
style which disguises the real intent, 
‘al might almost call the details clin- 
i 


That style, despite the author’s un- 
deniable gift for phrase making, is 
Uresomely precious. One grows as 
Weary of ‘‘peach-shaped heels’’, 
“@eamy hollows’’, violet shadows 
ad rosebud breasts as one does of 

an unwilling witness of Ste- 


phen’s early delight and later frus- 
tration with these intimate beauties 
of his wife’s form. Hope of Earth, 
despite its unearthly goodness, is 
slightly, and perhaps deliberately, 
close to salacious. 





Neurotic Wail 


Alexandra 
Gladys Schmitt Dial, $3.00 
Reviewed by Mary Toomey 


Giesselmann. 


Alexandra is meant to be a portrait 
of a 1947 Duse; it is the story of 
Alexandra Hill, a ‘‘great’’ actress. 


Even as a child she was unreal, 
neurotic. In high school she began to 
develop her passion for giving herself 
to men and to arts in capital letters. 
She was willing to go to any lengths 
to achieve success and these meant 
gruelling work, lovers and trampling 
on anyone who might impede her 
flight to fame. If she were famous she 
would be loved, she thought, or so she 
said in her farewell letter to a friend, 
apologizing for her peculiar fault of 
offering too much to life. Then she cut 
her veins and died. 


The story is unreal. It is too sub- 
jective, too self-conscious to be classed 
as a novel. It is merely an emotional, 
sensual portrait of an actress drawn 
by an author whose pen drips with 
‘*feelings’’ but whose mind has not 
clarified them. Alexandra’s story is 
given to the reader by a sympathetic 
Jewish woman who has loved her 
without reserve since they were chil- 
dren together in public school. The 
book is without form and the time 
element is so mishandled that the 
reader is fleeing from past to present 
and back again until he is exasper- 
ated. 


An odd assortment of ideas from 
Hamlet, some of them beautiful and 
significant, vague ideas about sins 
against the Holy Ghost, misty ideas 
about giving too much truth and per- 
fection and love to life, and an offen- 
sively worded idea about the unborn 
Messiah who is to come and end all 
despair are poured into a formless 
mass. The story is unpardonably and 
offensively sensual in treatment. By 
no standard, literary or moral, can it 
be called much more than a neurotic 
wail. 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


The Thinking Reed 


When the Mountain Fell 
C. F. Ramuz Pantheon, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Rosenda, 
O0.8S.F., Ph.D., Alverno College, Mil- 
waukee. 


Antoine and Seraphim took the cows 
and the goats to pasture on the 
mountain valley of Derborence as the 
peasants of Aire had done each sum- 
mer, longer than the oldest of them 
could remember. Above them Devil’s 
Tower, keeping its precarious balance, 
hung ominously. Still, who would 
heed a threat that the years had 
mocked ? Men had herded their cattle 
for centuries in the shadow of that 
pendulous mass of rock. Devil’s 
Tower, somehow, was secure on its 
misty height; of that the village folk 
were sure. But one June night the 
mountain toppled into the valley with 
a thundering crash, burying Derbor- 
ence under a waste of rocks. And 
that is where the story begins. 

Shaping his work about an actual 
incident, Ramuz probes beneath the 
surface of facts and finds the univer- 
sal truth that is his theme. Man, puny 
and physically helpless, finds him- 
self in conflict with nature, titanic 
and ruthless; but he is neither a vie- 
tim of powers stronger than he is nor 
a pawn of fate. He is greater than 
the forces of nature, greater than any 
creature of the physical creation, be- 
cause he is spirit as well as body. He 
has a soul. He has intellect and free 
will. 

The story emerges for the reader 
in dramatic little scenes presented 
with rigid objectivity. Richness of de- 
tail and economy of words are made 
compatible, as striking pictures and 
prose images that read like poetry 
take form in the simplest of language. 
There is essential harmony between 
the restraint with which the story is 
told and the unspoiled, sturdy Alpine 
peasants, who can rise, when chal- 
lenged, to amazing heights of endur- 
ance and heroism. Their characters 
are suggested rather than drawn in 
detail. Still they have individuality 
and significance because to Ramuz 
man is a magnificent creature. 





East Side, West Side 


Marcia Davenport Seribner, $3.00 


Time: ‘*The comparison between the bad 
rich and the good poor is far too familiar 
and too pat. The characters...emerge as 
‘sentimentally unreal’.’’ 

A—DIS 
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Case for Celibacy 


The Bishop’s Mantle 

Agnes Sligh Turnbull Maemillan, $3.00 

Reviewed by Rev. Leo A. Pursley. 
This is the story of a handsome, high- 
minded, young Protestant minister, 
his trials and tribulations, his mar- 
riage and the complications it causes 
in his life. The author makes the most 
of her knowledge that the routine of 
a large city parish does not permit a 
life of uninterrupted ease. But she 
crowds so many dramatic incidents 
into so brief a span that the traffic 
gets almost too thick to manage. The 
unexpected does not happen with 
such regularity. Abruptly the story 
ends with the war and the hero’s en- 
listment as a chaplain. 

It is hard to view (and review) 
this book as a straight piece of ro- 
mantic fiction, for which the author 
has real talent. In making her hero 
a ‘‘priest of God’’, as he considers 
himself, she combines elements so in- 
congruous as to create an impression 
of unreality, futility, even flippancy. 
The high romance of spiritual service 
is the epic of heroic detachment, total 
consecration. We can’t imagine Da- 
mien making the rounds at Molokai 
and hurrying home to help his wife 
with a cocktail party for visiting 
celebrities. Maybe the example is 
strained. The idea is sound. You can’t 
have your wedding cake and eat it. 
Mrs. Turnbull has unwittingly pre- 
sented a strong case for clerical celi- 
bacy. 

Of course, to any orthodox nose the 
smell of heresy hangs over the whole 
book. Caught in the net of his own 
mental confusion, hampered in his 
work by the inherent defects of the 
system he represents, Laurens is too 
often a sorry figure, despite his good 
intentions. He rushes to assist the dy- 
ing with nothing to offer but a prayer 
and a word of comfort. He clears up 
the doubts of tortured minds by ex- 
plaining away the supernatural in re- 
vealed truth. He preaches eloquently 
the message of liberal humanism and 
ealls it Christianity: the world will 
come out just fine when people get 
busy and justify God’s faith in man! 





The Bishop’s Mantle 

Agnes Sligh Turnbull Mae, $3.00 
America: ‘*...the story of three momentous 
years in the life of a young Protestant 
Episcopal minister...has succeeded in... 
making him a thoroughly likeable charac- 
ter... 

‘*.. despite a few embarrassingly senti- 
mental passages...an interesting and well- 
written novel. Catholic readers will be less 
impressed by Hilary’s theology...’’ 

A—DM 





Polite Pornography 


Take This Woman 


Lindsay Hayes Maemillan, $3.00 


Reveiewed by Mary Louise Hector. 
This is the detailed history of a young 
wife’s nervous collapse. Presented 
from her unstable viewpoint, the 
story, as a whole, is unintelligible to 
the lay and unsplit personality. Vio- 
lent and at the same time chimerical 
emotional crises occur frequently, 
spending piecemeal reader interest, 
which in a sound story is concentrated 
on motivated choice. 

Consistently, the mood is naturalis- 
tic, and the writing offensively 
graphic. That it can be thus adequate- 
ly Freudian is unhappily due to the 
ability of the author. The talent is 
usually fluctuating between this serv- 
ice to pornography (made polite by 
a wedding ring) and a compromise 
with the maudlin and meaningless de- 
mands of women’s-magazine fiction. 


pd 


Protestant Saint 


Stars in My Crown 
Joe David Brown Morrow, $2.75 


Reviewed by Demetrius Man- 

ousos, O.F.M. Cap. 

Like Goodbye Mr. Chips or Never No 
More, Stars In My Crown is not real- 
ly a novel but a series of loving rem- 
iniscenses embroidered about a lov- 
able character. The character of Stars 
In My Crown is the Parson, grandpa 
of the boy who tells the story. Mr. 
Brown is not a writer of so high a 
ealiber as either Hilton or Laverty, 
but he succeeds in writing a little 
book which most people will find 
good, clean, and refreshing. 

The Parson is the nearest thing to 
an American-Protestant saint. That 
means he has broad sympathies, a 
sense of humor, and much common 
sense. But it also means that he ex- 
plains why people go to different 
churches with the shallow half truth: 
‘for the same reason that every town 
has more than one road leadin’ into 
it.’’ In other words, those gifted with 
a strong sensus Ecclesiae will be made 
just the least bit uncomfortable by 
the musty odor of unconscious heresy 
which creeps in every now and then 
not so much in outright statement as 
in the implied attitude of the Parson 
(and the author) toward God and _re- 
ligion. 


Unleavened by Grace 


The Lardners and the Laurelwoods 
Sheila Kaye-Smith Harper, $3.0) 


Reviewed by Rev. Nelson W. Logal, 


The world of The Lardners and The 
Laurelwoods, which studies the rela. 
tionship between two families of up. 
equal social status against the back. 
ground of the author’s beloved rural 
England, is a place of natural beauty 
and supernatural bleakness. No on 
heart is swept by the Spirit. This 
novel can be called Catholic only in 
the negative sense of Waugh’s Hand. 
ful of Dust. The reader experiences 
the shock therapy of seeing the basic 
triviality of people unleavened by 
Grace, and he hears the screaming 
void of any vestige of spiritual con. 
sciousness in its men and women. 

Sheila Kaye-Smith’s absorption in 
the world of secularism is quite puw- 
zling. No one will venture to accus 
her of allowing her adopted Faith to 
color her literature. She says of Mn. 
Laurelwood, ‘‘She was no _ eradk 
Laurelwood, but as is often the way 
with converts, what in them was 
faith, in her had become fanaticism.” 
Does a fear of religious fanaticism 
explain this gifted convert’s avoit- 
ance of a spiritual theme, or, is she 
doing her service as an artist by fo 
cusing her vision on the sorry scene 
of human beings whose hearts are w- 
warmed by the love of God? 

The novel is written in Miss Kaye 
Smith’s delicate, chaste prose, whieh 
becomes warmly lyrical when it tum 
to the English countryside. Suspens 
is achieved through character revela 
tion, subtly accomplished by gracefil 
alternations between the past and 
present of the people studied. The 
story’s structure is symphonic in 2t- 
ture. Fade-ins and fade-outs at 
skillfully blended in theme and tone 
with the details of character and a& 
tion. The same incidents are told ani 
retold with an admirably consistet! 
focus and fusion of details in com 
plete harmony with the four varied 
vantage points from which the salt 
incidents are related. 





LITERARY GUILD 
Nothing So Strange 

James Hilton LB, $24 
America: ‘‘... Mr. Hilton does his readet 
a service in making them think about tH 
terrible implications of the atomic bomb; 
is less evident that he will give their thought 
proper direction.. The great fault in 
work is its spiritual myopia. . . 

‘In applying his talent for story-tellist 
to a tremendous reality, he has not do 
—- justice to either.’’ 

AWR é 
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Insidiously Immoral 


East Side, West Side 
Marcia Davenport Scribner, $3.00 
Reviewed by Marion Kerwick. 

The debasement that occurs to per- 
sonality when moral codes are repeat- 
edly broken is a part the theme of 
Marcia Davenport’s East Side West 
Side. Almost too neatly she divides 
New York City society into the cor- 
rupt and noneorrupt—with the pleas- 
ure-seeking voluptuaries living on 
Park Avenue or its equivalent, and 
the earnest, honest immigrant stock 
working hard in their shops on First. 


Although of immigrant parentage, 
Jessie Bourne took her place among 
the socialites, both as.a result of her 
marriage into a wealthy family of 
lng (though not always savory) 
tradition and her mother’s prestige as 
an actress. And while Jessie followed 
the prevalent pattern of partying, 
dinners, and first nights, she held 
aloof from the cheap promiscuity that 
debased the relationships of those 
cose to her. For years she suffered 
frm the humiliations her husband 
foreed upon her through his assorted 
infidelities. 


She was close to forty before she 
met General Mark Dwyer, ten years 
her senior. And all the bitter thoughts 
she had previously held against mari- 
tal unfaithfulness were negated by 
her final decision, made despite the 
General’s assurance that he had no 
wish to marry her. The lovemaking of 
the aging pair, both prior to and fol- 
lowing their adulterous experience, is 
repellently detailed. 


The author’s confusion of values is 
such that she holds up the two pro- 
tagonists as models of fastidiousness 
and strength, whereas notwithstand- 
ing. this whitewashing they tem- 
porarily fall into the ways of the 
sybarites around them. Nor is there 
any repentance by either. On the con- 
trary. Jessie is made to soliloquize 
that although the General will prob- 
ably never return from his work in 
Europe, she will find the memory of 

ma core of strength, making her a 
fine and balanced woman again, giv- 
Ing her the courage to dismiss her 
husband from their home and refuse 
his request of reconciliation. By its 
glamorization of adultery under any 
whether ballasted or 
inballasted by love so-called — the 

ok is insidiously immoral. 


ne 


The Seed of Evil 


What discernment we should exercise 
about the things that feed our mind 
and are to be the seed of our 
thoughts! For what we read uncon- 
eernedly to-day will recur to our 
minds when occasion arises and will 
rouse in us, even without our notice, 
thoughts that will be a source of sal- 
vation or ruin. God stirs up the good 
thoughts to save us; the devil stirs up 
the evil thoughts of which he finds 
the seed in us. 
—From Nicole, 18th C. 
quoted in ‘The 
Tife’’ by A. D. 


moralist 
Intellectual 
Sertillanges. 





Crusade Epic 


Angels in the Dust 


Zofia Kossak Roy, $3.50 


Reviewed by Helene Magaret, 
Ph.D., Marymount College. 


This book purports to be the story of 
three Silesian brothers who find them- 
selves knights of the First Crusade. 
Soon, however, the protagonists be- 
come engulfed in that vast, colorful 
crowd of Christians who are plunder- 
ing, hacking and murdering their way 
to the Holy Sepulchre. Thenceforti 
the center of interest lies not in the 
characters (either historie or fic- 
tional), but in the author’s picture of 
the semi-fusion between barbaric 
West and cultured East, between a 
dying polytheism and a new Chris- 
tianity, between undisciplined lust 
and blind, idealistic faith. 


The author’s touch is more certain 


than it was in Blessed Are the Meek 
or The Leper King. Her scholarship 
is precise to the last detail. By an al- 
most imperceptible placing of em- 
phasis, she explains paradoxes and re- 
solves perplexities. Unfortunately, the 
very size of the canvas makes the suf- 
ferings of its characters remote. We 
can be moved by the misfortunes of 
one man who has become our friend ; 
it is less easy to be moved by the mis- 
fortunes of 300,000 who have only 
greeted us in passing. For that rea- 
son, the book should be recommended 
as narrative history rather than as fic- 
tion. It will then yield the adult read- 
er rich returns. 





Angels in the Dust 


Zofia Kossak Roy, $3.50 


Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘‘...the 
whole book is a running commentary on the 
splendor and the narrow-mindedness. ..of 
the medieval code of chivalry ... 
book for solid readers.’’ 

A—F 


a strong 





Involved *'Western’’ 


Sons of the Stranger 
Fielding Burke LG, $3.00 
Reviewed by Laverne Gay, author 
of ‘‘The Unspeakables’’, brilliant and 
scholarly historical novel. 


Labor strife, racial and class hatred 
and in general the brotherhood of 
man is the pretentious theme of this 
long, involved and over-drawn novel. 
The main action concerns the strug- 
gles of miners in a Rocky Mountain 
town in the late ’eighties and evolves 
around a young lawyer who identifies 
himself with the miners’ cause in 
spite of political and personal dis- 
couragements. 

The troubles of the miners and 
their families are vividly presented 
and enlist the reader’s sympathy and 
understanding. The same cannot be 
said, however, for the lawyer and his 
love story. The hero, like the book it- 
self, oscillates between mental mias- 
mas of poetie cloudiness and spells of 
turgid realism which leave the reader 
a bit confused and irritated with both. 


Passionately effective when fighting 
for his cause, Dal MacNair is in love 
a posturing, somewhat less-than-virile 
young man (his ‘‘breast becomes a 
field of nightingales’’) who loses faith 
in his sweetheart when he suspects 
her of having an illegitimate negro 
child, and who is brought to humility 
only by his discovery of the existence 
of a daughter by a former affair of 
his own. 

The outcome of this problem is 
morally muddled and inartistically re- 
solved. The larger theme, about which 
so much is so feelingly written, is al- 
lowed to be talked away in a final love 
scene which has the heroine sounding 
forth in one of the heavy politico- 
economic dissertations in which the 
book abounds. 


There are too many incomplete 
characters, too many tangential inci- 
dents which leave the reader strug- 
gling to remember how these tie in 
with the main structure. The whole 
of the effect is marred by jerky tran- 
sitions and contrived plotting. 

Mr. Burke has a fine feeling for na- 
ture and a passionate narrative pow- 
er. He also shows a disposal toward 
solid and worth-while themes. One 
hopes in his future work to see these 
applied in a more disciplined manner 
to better integrated, philosophically 
sound vehicles. 
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Theme Unrealized 


Anna Collett 


Barbara Lucas H M, $2.75 


Reviewed by Mary McNeill. 


When Anna Collett, an Englishwom- 
an and a Catholic, became the mis- 
tress of an Italian prisoner of war 
assigned to work on her husband’s 
farm, she intended the romance to be 
merely an interlude in her otherwise 
blameless life. She did not minimize 
her moral guilt, but she assured God 
that she loved Him in spite of what 
she was doing and promised Him that 
she would shortly return to her nor- 
mal virtuous ways. Her prayers were 
never for strength to give up her 
adultery but simply explanations of 
her behavior. Having tempted God 
thus, she found herself more and more 
enamored of her lover until at last, 
unable to face the future without him, 
she could tolerate no escape from the 
dilemma she had created except her 
own destruction. 


Since Anna’s fault was that she 
consciously set her will against the 
will of God and expected Him to 
grant her the grace of repentance 
whenever she was ready to accept it, 
this novel might have offered an ef- 
fective example of the folly of pre- 
suming on God’s mercy. Unfortun- 
ately, the author has not had the 
force or the subtlety to realize the 
possibilities of the theme and has sub- 
merged it in a tiresome account of 
Anna’s endeavors to please her un- 
suspecting husband on the one hand 
and to gratify her desire on the 
other. 


The disintegration of her character 
and her eventual spiritual confusion 
and despair are neither skilfully nor 
adequately portrayed and seem con- 
trived rather than the inevitable con- 
sequence of her sin. It is impossible 
to think of Anna as anything but a 
childish, emotional woman whose lack 
of responsibleness prevents her story 
from having any serious value. In ad- 
dition, the wooden style in which the 
book is written, the overabundance of 
domestic detail, and the number of 
strangely irrelevant incidents and 
characters make it uninteresting even 
as ordinary fiction. 


(Note: Barbara Lucas is advertised 
as a granddaughter of Alice Meynell 
and a niece of E. V. Lucas.—Ed.) 


This Christmas 
Give Books 





Lazarus Laughs 


The Judge’s Story 
Charles Morgan Macmillan $3.00 
Reviewed by J. A. Byrne, 
Northwestern University. 
The Judge’s Story is the 20th C. ap- 
plication of the parable of Dives and 
Lazarus, which Christ chose to point 
the contrast between material and 
spiritual values; and it is not with 
exaggerated assumption that we say 
that Christ had in mind the same au- 
dienee to whom Charles Morgan to- 
day delivers this determined presen- 
tation of a way of life in which 
Lazarus is still the ultimate victor. 
In fact, the reader may note a further 
parallel that exists between this 
theme and the Biblical account of the 
temptation of Jesus. 

Within this novel are three seem- 
ingly definite themes: the first, the 
story of a man ruined by another’s 
conniving; the second, the attempt of 
the cynic to desecrate and defame the 
institution of marriage; the third, the 
intrigue of a crass gleaner whose 
values encompass nothing spiritual. 
There is, however, one significant me- 
dium of unity: the protagonist in 
each instance is the Judge; the adver- 
sary in every instance is Mr. Seve- 
ridge. Not by chance alone does the 
latter represent the Catholic concept 
of evil. 

Well written, this dramatic conflict 
between men who are symbols of a 
more intense moral conflict will well 
serve to enhance our respect for the 
personal integrity and discriminating 
good taste of the author. 





The Great Light 


Larry Barretto FS, $3.00 


This novel is definitely not recom- 
mended. It tells the story of six men 
who became fast-knit friends during 
the first World War and it follows 
the development of this friendship 
through the years to the present time. 
The underlying theme of the book is 
man’s struggle for and pursuit of 
happiness and the story is compiled 
from the various paths these six men 
trod in their search for peace of 
mind. 

The novel is peppered with ob- 
scene language, sordid details, and 
unnecessarily vivid descriptions of 
vulgarities. What is far worse, the 
general tone of the book is that of 
disbelief in God, disregard for the 
sanctity of marriage, repudiation of 
marriage as a sacrament, and an ex- 
aggerated value in man’s autonomy. 

—Jordan Aumann, O.P. 


——— 


"Pot of Message” 


Way of Life 
A, Hamilton Gibbs LB, $2.75 


Of the writing of such novels as this 
there should have been a temporary 
suspension two years ago—on V.jJ 
Day. Way of Iife suffers from the 
little aecident of time; World War I] 
has not acquired that perspective 
with which Mr. Gibbs seems to think 
he has here endowed it. The Minchen 
Wainwrights and Bill Thatchers have 
found their places in the post-war 
world and prefer to wait until a later 
atomic date for literary embalming. 


As for Minchen’s father, Jack 
Wainwright, isn’t he A. Hamilton 
Gibbs — pacifistic, understandably 
troubled in spirit, highly dubious of 
the future, a bit naive in his attitude 
toward Russia, and as neglectful of 
God’s Providence in the affairs of 
men as are too many of his conten. 
poraries ? 

Credible as this story may be, it 
bogs down at the end by becoming— 
paradoxically — positively suspense. 
ful. One can only wonder if the con- 
clusion was geared to Hollywood's 
preference for happy endings. 

—Mark Barron, 0.P. 





The Passion Left Behind 


Lewis Crommelin Masefield 
Maemillan, $2.75 


The Passion Left Behind might bk 
worthwhile, not as a novel for any 
reader, but as the necessary prelim! 
nary to novel-production — the at- 
thor’s mental juggling of character 
and plot into a coherent plan for his 
writing. 

Masefield, who was killed in action 
in 1942, would have had to deepen 
in insight and grow in artistic abil 
ity, however, before even his plat 
ning of a novel would be satisfactory. 
In The Passion Left Behind, he py- 
chologizes neither wisely nor wel 


-about his characters. The discours* 


are arranged around an_ incidett 
which has only possibility as a plo 
basis. Masefield’s stylistic awkward 
ness is constant. He has a dog 
preference for the deadening past pt 
fect tense, and little sense of the 
tional pertinency of detail. 

One wonders about the integrity # 
the fiction editor who selects a mail 
seript only because it is a curio » 
that the author is a war hero and th 
son of the present laureate. 

—Mary Louise Hector 
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THINGS THEOLOGICAL 
Two Borderline Books 


The Precious Gift 
Fulton Oursler Winston, $2.75 


Reviewed by Thomas S. Bowdern, 
8.J., Ph.D., Director, Dep’t of So- 
cial Education, The Sodality. 
of Our Lady. 


Qursler is a good story-teller and 
his book is a collection of good stories, 
so good that they might be called 
“The Best Stories of the Year.’’ They 
are success stories marshalled to 
prove Oursler’s thesis that we can 
conquer any handicap to happiness by 
faith and will power. He means 
strong faith in the Eight Beatitudes 
and a sublime courage in literally liv- 
ing them out in practice. 


This rich repertoire of human inter- 
est includes ease studies from the 
counselling of Dr. Ernest M. Ligon, 
from the records of the Alcoholics 
Anonymous, from touching experi- 
ences of Protestant ministers and 
Catholic priests, from the African 
saga of the secular medical mission- 
aries, Dr. and Mrs. Albert Schweitzer. 
Catholics will love the story of Father 
Harold Pureell, C.P., among the 
Negroes of Alabama and of Father 
Flanagan of Boystown. (I was chap- 
lan at Boystown for several weeks 
once while Msgr. Flanagan was in the 
hospital. ) 

Oursler is at his best as a story- 
teller, only at his second best in the 
chapters of his own moral preaching, 
and definitely at his worst when he 
attempts a lengthy discussion and 
evaluation of books like A. Cressy 
Morrison’s Man Does Not Stand 
Alone (‘‘seven reasons why a scientist 
believes in God’’) and Lecomte de 
Nouy’s Human Destiny. How I wish 
he had collaborated with a trained 
philosopher and theologian. Mr. Ours- 
ler is not a specialist, not even an 
amateur in this very difficult field. 
And we just cannot let major opera- 
tions be performed by Boy Scouts 
fresh from their course in First Aid. 

As a discussion and evaluation of 
Dr. Ligon’s work in mixed psycho- 
logical and religious counselling, Mr. 
Oursler’s effort is less than satisfac- 
tory. Psychiatry and psychology are 
being used by many as a substitute 
for the sacraments. Through ignor- 
ance the spiritual and the super- 
natural are being put on a material 
and natural level. (Rabbi Liebman 


does the same thing in his best-seller, 
Peace of Mind.) Natural means have 
their place in serving our natural ills, 
but in that zone where natural and 
supernatural meet or seem to overlap 
we need trained guides who know the 
country. Guides like Ligon, Morrison, 
de Nouy, Liebman and Oursler, with 
all due respect to their good inten- 
tions, do not know their way well 
enough to take us all the way through 
to the Kingdom of God. Mr. Oursler 
might meditate on those other words 
of Christ: ‘‘If the blind lead the 
blind, both will fall into the pit.’’ 





Miracles. A Preliminary Study 
i. S. Lewis Mae, $2.50 


Reviewed by A. Patrick Madgett. 

S.J., John Carroll University. 
The vast majority of educated non- 
Catholics today contend that ‘‘mir- 
acles are impossible, or so highly im- 
probable that no intelligent man 
could accept the kind of evidence of- 
fered for them.’’ It is only this con- 
tention that Lewis seeks to examine 


and evaluate in his ‘‘preliminary 
study.’’ Having lived long under the 
spell of this naturalist attitude he 
can present it with all its specious 
forcefulness; but he can expose with 
equal forcefulness its inconsistencies 


and contradictions. Historical and 
philosophical proofs for actual mir- 
acles are beyond the scope of his 
work. 


The first half of the book is oceu- 
pied with clarifications of the prob- 
lem at issue and removing miscon- 
ceptions. Since all who reject miracles 
ultimately fall back on Hume’s argu- 
ment, Lewis examines this position 
thoroughly to show the contradiction 
and ‘‘begging of the question’’ which 
it involves. Finally, with. an abun- 
dance of clever and sometimes bril- 
liant analogies, he argues for the 
probability of certain miracles, espe- 
cially the ‘‘Grand Miracle’’ of the 
Incarnation, mainly on the thesis that 
it solves so many enigmas in man and 
in nature generally. 


Notwithstanding many commend- 
able features of this book, and some 
truly excellent chapters, Catholic 
readers of C. S. Lewis are in for some 
severe jolts. In Chapter IV he refers 
to Reason as the ‘‘supernatural ele- 
ment’’ in man, and one wonders what 


he will do when he has to explain the 
strietly supernatural (The definitions 
of terms in an appendix comes too 
late to avert confusion.) Surely 
enough, in Chapter XIV—the main 
chapter of the book, he uses this false 
concept of the supernatural to open 
his argument for the probability of 
the Incarnation, because ‘‘. . . we had 
already discovered that in every hu- 
man being a wholly supernatural en- 
tity is thus united with a part of Na- 
ture.’’ (p. 133) 


One is likewise surprised at such 
statements as: ‘‘I do not contend that’ 
God’s creation of Nature can be 
proved as rigorously as God’s exist- 
ence. ..’’ (p. 42); or: ‘‘.. . the Six- 
teenth Century, when Science was 
born. . .”’ (p. 52). Even worse, and 
no matter how orthodox the subse- 
quent explanation, it is revolting to 
see God referred to as **. . . Baechus, 
Ceres, Venus all rolled into one. . .”’ 
(p. 138). But the most surprising 
statement of all, definitely Modernist 
in tone, is the footnote on page 161, 
where Lewis says he thinks some of 
the Old Testament miracles may be 
viewed as an expression of truth ‘‘in 
mythical form,’’ as contrasted with 
Truth becoming incarnate in History 
in the Person of Jesus Christ. 

One can only regret that Anglican 
Lewis, heretofore so strongly on the 
side of the Angels, did not have the 
Catholic lay theologian’s advantage of 
sound censorship. Popularization of 
theology is an extremely delicate task. 





The Manifold Mass and 
The Invisible Child 

C. C. Martindale, S.J. S & W, $1.50 
There is much food for thought in this slim 
volume containing a short play and a series 
of scattered happenings. Writing with the 
utmost simplicity, Father Martindale tells us 
that ‘‘the spiritual is wedded with the ma- 
terial, and ‘nature’ with the supernatural.’’ 
This interrelated world centers around its 
Maker, and we see more deeply into the mys- 
tery of the Communion of Saints as all erea- 
tion joins to worship God through His eter- 
nal Mass... In The Invisible Child Father 
Martindale shows us the workings of God’s 
grace in human affairs. 

—Helen Ryan 
A—HS—F 





The Apostolic Fathers 
tr. Francis X. Glimm, Joseph Marique, 
S.J. §& Gerald Walsh, S.J. Cima, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘‘...translations aimed at pre- 
senting three hundred patristic works in as 
aceurate and attractive an English dress as 
good scholarship can produce... 

‘*The Apostolic Fathers should engender 
enthusiasm for the proposed seventy-two vol- 
ume series... 

‘¢.. Even physically considered, the series 
should be a beautifying asset in any Catho- 
lie library.’’ 

A—E 
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Two for Vann-Fans 


Saint Thomas Aquinas 

Gerald Vann, O.P. Benziger, $3.00 
Subject and author ought to be suf- 
ficient to recommend this work, even 
if it contained nothing new. But 
trust Father Vann to do things with 
his theme, demonstrating thereby the 
freshness of creative Thomism as 
posited by the French Dominican 
school of theology. 


Skirting the manifold temptation to 
divest St. Thomas either of his sane- 
tity for the sake of his brain, of his 
astounding intelligence in favor of 
his equally astounding simplicity, or 
in general to over-stress any of the 
complex features of this subject, 
Father Vann achieves a fine equilib- 
rium among all the angles. 


He does so, however, in a most 
curious and original way, sending out 
sharp rays of thought, vivifying and 
illuminating the central themes, sug- 
gesting to the imagination of the stu- 
dent other themes too subtle or im- 
mense for condensed treatment, and 
endowing the whole synthesis with a 
fondly-filial but none-the-less tem- 
perate sort of glow. It is obviously 
the fruit of long and loving contem- 
plation. 


Projected as a (much-needed) 
work of introduction and orientation 
for the questing non-Catholic, this 
bio-critical study should prove just as 
useful for the questing Catholic, for 
most Catholics are still more dazzled 
and intimidated than deeply enlight- 
ened by the spectacle of Truth set out 
in all its timeless majesty by a 13th 
C. friar. Never pedantic or textbook- 


ish, it is rather a richly orchestrated 
overture to the opera of St. Thomas. 
The invitation to ‘‘go to Thomas’’ 
contained in Pope Leo XIII’s Aeterni 
Patris is confirmed of its wisdom. 
—M. E. E. 





Eve and the Gryphon 
Gerald Vann, O.P. Blackfriars, $1.50 


Condensed from Review by 
Caroline Holland. 
Ours is acknowledged to be the era 
of the lay apostolate, an age when 
the restoration of society is to be 
sought largely through the efforts of 
laymen. In that work, woman plays 
a part equal with man, though her 
work is to have a scope differing 
from his. Father Vann discusses her 
field of action in the world, consider- 
ing woman primarily as mother and 
wife. He describes the ideal woman, 
not because he expects attainment of 
the ideal, but because ideals must be 
acknowledged if there is to be any 
degree of attainment at all. 

Four women are considered as 
models: Catherine of Siena... The 
Mother of God . . . Monica, mother 
of St. Augustine . . . and Beatrice of 
the Divine Comedy .. . Readers fam- 
iliar with the author’s previous books 
will recognize a recurring theme— 
being is more important than doing. 
Father Vann weaves counterpoint 
about that theme in language some- 
times involved, but always resulting 
in a pattern of beauty. The book is 
the outcome of conferences given to 
a group of women in England, but 
its application is universal. 





The Process of Conversion 


Newman, Faith and the Believer 
Philip Flanagan, D.D. Newman, $3.75 


Reviewed by John J. Conron. 

To my knowledge, no convert to the 
modern Church has fulfilled better 
than John Henry Newman the injunc- 
tion of St. Peter to give ‘‘reason of 
that hope which is in you.’’ Newman 
was a man of imposing intellectual 
stature, and the affinity of honest in- 
tellectuality for uncompromising 
truth forced him to surrender himself 
to the Faith of Augustine, Athanasius, 
and Jerome. 

He left no aspect of his new-found 
heritage unviewed, and his wide con- 
tributions in Christian apologetics do 
not go a-begging in the company of 


the eminent philosophers and theolo- 
gians of the Catholic Church; but it 
was in the comparatively untouched 
field of religious psychology that the 
convert Newman so distinguished him- 
self that he is generally recognized as 
one of the most significant pioneers, 
if not the originator, of that science. 


In the very title of his book Fr. 
Flanagan suggests the Newman the- 
ory that the initial act of faith made 
by a convert is the fruit of an ori- 
ginal and uncharted quest, one con- 
stantly beset with personal prejudice, 
spiritual reluctance, and genuine 
doubt. Taking exception to Henri 
Bremond’s charge that Newman was 
the formulator of Modernism’s main 


—$—<—=s 


tenet (that the human appetite for a 
Deity is entirely satisfied by an jp. 
dividual, or subjective, religious ex. 
perience), the author proceeds to 
show what subjective and imaginative 
elements will be prominent in a per. 
son’s search for, and final assent to, 
the truth. 


Quoting frequently from Univer. 
sity Sermons and Grammar of Assent, 
the author reminds us that every nor. 
mal human being with the use of rea. 
son is aware of the moral conscience 
within him and of the existence of a 
Being (God) upon Whom he is de. 
pendent and to Whom he owes obedi- 
ence. The nature of this relationship 
between God and man is such that 
God must have given a revelation to 
guide man to his final end. 


FROM DOUBT TO FAITH 


In seeking this revelation man must 
first be morally disposed towards 
what is true, that is, obedient to the 
dictates of his conscience. He will 
then begin to examine the evidence 
and weigh it against his lifelong pre 
judices (or as Newman ealls them 
‘fantecedent considerations’’), some 
of which are salutary, some unwhole. 
some. When the seeker comes to con- 
sider Catholic doctrines, his reason 
will declare them, one by one, to be 
definite probabilities, and the gradual 
converging of these probabilities will 
point to the Catholic Church as the 
one, true deposit of Divine Revela- 
tion. 


Once he has reached this stage, 
however, even the most conscientious 
man can expel the residuum of doubt 
only by making the final assent, whieh 
is an act of the will fortified by Di 
vine Grace—that same Divine Grace, 
indeed, that served as a kindly light 
to lead John Henry Newman out of 
the emptiness of shadows and illv 
sions into the fullness of truth. 


This book was painstakingly planned 
and carefully written. It is well an 
notated, and is unified by reason 
both of the order of the topics and by 
the frequent recapitulations and the 
final evaluation. The appendix chap- 
ter on Modernism should prove time 
ly, and of particular value to col 
temporary apologists and defenders of 
the Faith. It must be noted, of course, 
that the book is replete with the tet 
minology of philosophy, and requir 
background accordingly. It is recom 
mended more or less exclusively for 
philosophers, students of philosophy, 
those whose occupation is the conver 
sion of souls, and those who know 
Newman well and love him. 
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Two Carmelite Classics 
Under One Cover 


St. John of the Cross Doctor of 
Divine Love and Contemplation 
Fr. Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.C.D. 
Newman, $3.25 
Reviewed by Rev. Joachim Smet, 
O. Carm. 
Father Gabriel of St. Mary Magda- 
len, O.C.D., professor at the Discaleed 
Carmelite College in Rome, has long 
established himself as an out- 
standing authority in the field of mys- 
tical theology. His S. Giovanni della 
Croce (Florence, 1936) for several 
years existed in English translation 
by a Benedictine of Stanbrook, and is 
here reprinted. 

To this work is added a new trans- 
lation of La contemplazione acquisita 
(Florence, 1938). The club-sandwich 
arrangement by which these two dis- 
tinct books appear under one title, im- 
print and pagination is, to say the 
least, a regrettable economy. Father 
Gabriel’s important work on acquired 
contemplation certainly deserves a 
less surreptitious entree into the 
world of English letters. As it is, the 
present name corresponds to neither 
of the original titles, and judging by 
it alone neither scholar nor layman 
will dream that the book on acquired 
contemplation has appeared in Eng- 
lish 


The first book, St. John of the Cross 
Doctor of Divine Love, is an authori- 
tative guide to the works of St. John, 
in which Father Gabriel outlines the 
doctrines of the Mystical Doctor, and 
dearly indicates which stage of the 
spiritual life is treated in each of his 
four major works... . 

The problem of acquired contem- 
plation is treated in detail in the sec- 
od book. Though the author men- 
tions no names, he seems to have his 
sights trained on the distinguished 
Dominican theologian, Father Gar- 
rigon-Lagrange, and specifically his 
book Christian Perfection and Con- 
templation. Recent Thomism, claim- 
ing to represent traditional theology, 
recognizes only meditation and in- 

contemplation, and. accuses 

r writers of the Carmelite School 

of having invented an intermediary 

Slate called ‘‘acquired contempla- 

tion.” Father Gabriel traces the doc- 

ttine directly to St. John of the 

Cross, whom he styles ‘‘The Doctor of 

Active Contemplation,’’ and shows 

that St. Teresa is in substantial agree- 
ment,-. . 


“A Very Mixed Bag’”’ 


Modern Christian Revolutionaries 
_ ed. Donald Attwater D-A, $4.00 


Reviewed by Victor M. Hamm, 
Ph.D., Marquette University. 


Christianity is always in revolution 
against the world, because the world 
is one of the evil trio that includes 
the flesh and the devil. The quintet 
of names here gathered together by 
Mr. Attwater make, in some respects, 
an uneasy company: Kierkegaard, 
Erie Gill, G. K. Chesterton, C. F. 
Andrews, and Nicolas Berdyaev. Of 
these five only two are Catholic, one 
is Greek Orthodox, one Angelican, 
and one (Kierkegaard) hard to place. 
This, as the editor says in his Intro- 
duction, ‘‘is a very mixed bag.’’ Yet 
all five men have this in common: 
‘They are Christians, men who have 
tried, each according to his light, to 
follow the teaching and example of 
Jesus Christ as the meaning of human 
life; and they are all revolutionaries, 
people who believe that each one of 
us must be born again in Christ, and 
to the extent of that rebirth and its 
consequences society must be turned 
upside down.’’ 

Mr. Chaning-Pearce’s essay on 
Kierkegaard, with which the book 
opens, is comprehensive and work- 
manlike. Kierkegaard is much read 
and written about at the moment, but 
it is not easy to get a good brief treat- 
ment of his personality and thought. 
This is that. It is also a stunner for 
the reader to begin with, a tough nut 
to crack. There is little doubt that 





-of academic difference between the 


schools. It has great practical import 
for spiritual directors. Many fervent 
souls arrive at the state of acquired 
contemplation, which follows the pur- 
gative way, and is immediately pre- 
ceded by the night of the senses. Di- 
rectors unaware of this state may try 
to drive penitents back to the medi- 
tation they have outgrown, to their 
serious spiritual detriment. St. John’s 
masterly advice spells freedom for 
such tormented souls. .. Their prayer 
will become increasingly passive, and 
may even reach the highest state of 
mystical union. 





The Years of the Locust 

Loula Grace Erdman DM, $2.75 
John 8. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . whole- 
some, diverting story . . . one minor false 
note: a sour, prying, exasperating spinster 


is-made the proponent of such ideas.as the 


evil of divorce and the reality of-hell.’’ 
M 


Kierkegaard gets to the very bottom 
of the revolutionary nature of Chris- 
tianity in our world of nominal 
Christians and actual Pagans. 


The piece on Chesterton, written by 
an Anglican, F. A. Lea, is to the 
Catholic less weleome than it might 
be: G. K. C., thinks Mr. Lea, ‘‘by 
giving his allegiance to the Roman 
Catholic Church, fell below the level 
of the highest life-conception of his 
time and country.’’ Yet this is in 
other respects a keen study, which 
gives Chesterton eredit for the art of 
revealing unity in multiplicity 
(‘‘Each of his works is an organic 
unity: the whole is implicit in each 
one of its parts’’), and for his genius 
in the art of criticism in particular. 
G. K. C. has not been justly evalu- 
ated as a great critic. 


Donald Attwater himself writes on 
Erie Gill, the thinker as artist. ‘‘1 
really was like the child who said 
‘first I think and then I draw my 
think’—in contrast to the art-student 
who must say, ‘‘ First I look and then 
I draw my look.’’’ Thus Erie Gill 
describes his approach to art. St. 
Thomas, the Papal encyclicals, the so- 
cial life of the Middle Ages, these 


‘meant more to Gill than modern 


aesthetics and the perfection of tech- 
nique by copying lines and contours. 
‘“‘He was a whole man.’’ That is 


‘something hard to find in our day of 


‘thollow men’’ (T.S. Eliot) 
“double men’’ (W. H. Auden). 

I-do not know Nicol Maenicol, or C. 
F’. Andrews, about whom he writes, 


and 


‘but the note tells me that both were 
“missionaries. . . 
‘well known ‘tous. Before the Revolu- 
‘tion he was one of Russia’s outstand- 


. .- Nicolas Berdyaev is 


ing religious leaders in the creation 
of the first original school of philoso- 
phy there. Since 1922, when he was 
expelled from his country, he has 
been an exile carrying his mission 
into the West. Whether the neo- 
Platonie and other mystical elements 
that have entered into his thought are 
entirely assimilable to Catholie or- 
thodoxy is more than a question. 


‘Berdyaev certainly stands closer to 


Paseal and Nietzsche than to Aristo- 
tle. or St: Thomas. No one will, how- 
ever, question the ardor and integrity 
of his mind. 


A book that must be read, but that 
must be read with discretion and 
cross-reference to other works on the 
personalities it deals with. 
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Mary in Prose and Poetry 


Reviewed by Very Rev. Peter A. 
Resch, S.M., provincial of the 
Marianists; author of Marian 
works. 


I Sing of a Maiden 
ed. Sr. M. Therese, Sor.C.D. Mace, $4.50 


This anthology may be viewed, first 
of all, as a collection of poetry. In 
this respect, the compiler, a poet of 
repute herself, proves to be an excel- 
lent judge of English and American 
poetry. One wonders, however, why 
she would apologize for including 
hymns of the breviary ; her arguments 
against hymns seem rather uncon- 
vineing and inconsistent; there is the 
usual, though quite unjust, insinua- 
tion against the rhythmie expression 
of piety as if prayerful emotion. were 
not a fit theme of the muses. By re- 
peating this slur crities—particularly 
when they are Religious—perform a 
disservice to piety in general and to 
filial piety to Mary in particular. 

The anthology will be treasured 
more properly as a collection of Mar- 
ian poems and poetry. It is hearten- 
ing for the world today to notice the 
swelling chorus of praise for Our 
Lady. The selections, arranged chron- 
ologically, take us from the liturgi- 
cally accommodated verses of the sa- 
piential books of the Old Testament, 
through the succeeding ages, to ine 
more widely varied offerings of our 
own generation, especially in the 
United States. Naturally, the earlier 
selections had to be translations into 
English; they ring true, one would 
say who had no recourse to the orig- 
inals in Latin, Greek, Gaelic, I¢e- 
landic, Anglo-Saxon, etc. The render- 
ing of the Salve Sancta Parens, how- 
ever, seems rather free. 

The compilation was to be ‘‘repre- 
sentative rather than exhaustive.’’ 
It is therefore inevitable that many 
lovers of good poetry and of Our 
Lady will deplore the omission of cer- 
tain favorite poems and authors. Why 
were not more saints included? For 
instance, St. Bernard, mentioned 
above. Why not more considerable 
representation of Spanish Marian. po- 
etry? How could a discerning j 
miss Lope de Vega’s ‘‘Palmas de 
Belen’’? A few selections, like an- 
tiques, seem to have merited a place 
simply because of their age. 

Readers will be grateful for the 
satisfying biographical ‘‘dictionary’’ 
of poets and vontemporary transla- 
tors; absence of an index of the 
poems themselves will be regretted. 


Mary of Nazareth: A True Portrait 
Igino Giordani Mac, $2.75 


(tr. Mother Clelia Maranzana & 
Mother Paula Williamson) 


The translators quote Giordani as 
claiming this to be his favorite among 
his own books. One may doubt, how- 
ever, that it is his best, or most char- 
acteristic. 

The ‘‘true’’ Portrait first presents 
the Gospel life of Mary embellished 
with imaginative, gratuitous, poetic 
details and descriptions; it makes oc- 
casional use of apocryphal incident, 
although the preface states that ‘‘or- 
dinarily one does not make use of this 
out of reverence.’’ (‘‘And from her 
breasts drops of milk fell like tears.”’) 
The angels ‘‘swarm,’’ and ‘‘cast sil- 
houettes,’’ ‘‘dart and leave golden 
furrows .. .’’ 


The book offers nothing new or 
startling in Marian doctrine or prac- 
tice; it shows a wide acquaintance 
with the devotional writings of the 
older Fathers, rather than with the 
more advanced theories of modern 
mariologists. 

After the enthusiastic life portrait 
of Mary, there is a brief treatment 
of the growth of devotion to her, her 
place in poetry, and very particularly 
her growing place in American litera- 
ture and culture. If the volume has 
any special theme, it would seem to be 
‘‘womankiness,’’ “‘motherliness,’’ ‘‘the 
rehabilitation of womanhood through 
Mary’’; the author also uses the de- 
signation ‘‘a synthesis op her Mater- 
nity.’’ 

If this was the. theme, then it must 
be affirmed that the True Portrait 
does not evidence ¢learly the full im- 
port of Mary’s Motherhood. The first 
moment of Mary’s Motherhood of men 
does not appear—as it should—at the 
Annunciation ; it is placed—and that 
with hesitant expression—in the sec- 
tion which describes the three hours’ 
agony at the cross—which section is 
entitled (perhaps only by the editor) 
‘*The Divine Maternity!’’ 

The last pages eulogize that other 
Mary, the religious Sister. Our nuns 
will like this final trait of the Por- 
trait. 





God’s Own Method 
Aloysius McDonough, C.P. 

Informal chapters attractively styled and 

crucially important, developing the Lesson 

of the Cross as the one guide for all who 

wish to-live according to the Divine Plan. 
A—REC 


Sign, $2.00 


SOUND and INTERESTING 
Ethics: With Special Application 
to the Nursing Profession 
Joseph B. MoAliister, 8.8. Saunders, $3.00 
Reviewed by Rev. J. Ryan 


Beiser, Ph.D., State University 
of Iowa. 


Anyone interested in _ philosophy’s 
gift to right living, as well as the 
ethics teacher, will welcome this book 
Using language the student can up. 


derstand, the author combines mod- 


ern medical research with sound 
scholastic philosophy. 
The presentation of ethical prin. 


ciples can be dull though it need not, 


be. Father McAllister does a beauti- 
ful piece of work in his treatment of 
the summum bonum and the virtues. 
‘‘Mutilating Operations’’ is the best 
chapter in the Special Ethies section. 

This work is most excellent as far 
as it goes. Ethics, however, is not 
enough for the good life. Direct ex. 
perience in teaching medical ethie 
makes it evident that supernatural 
means are necessary. We wait fora 
work, comparable to this one, which 
will give Christ His place in the medi- 
eal profession. 


SPIRITUAL CLASSIC 


Meditations on Various Subjects 
St. John Eudes (Tr. with intro. 


Charles Lebrun, C.J.M.) Kenedy, $3.00 


Reviewed by 
Joseph M. O’Leary, C.P. 


The present volume, third in the ‘‘Se 
lected Works of St. John Eudes”, is 
a manual on prayer and an admirable 
work-book. To those familiar with th 
17th C. French school of spirituality, 
these meditations will bring a deeper 
understanding of the Oratorian, Sul 
pician method of prayer and a full 

rsonal sharing in the affective spit 
ituality of Cardinal Berulle and hi 
great disciples, M. Olier and St. John 
Eudes. 

To others, it is strongly recom 
mended for prayerful reading. The 
reading will lead almost inevitably # 
prayer. Then, perhaps, the reade 
will turn to the helpful Introductid 
by Father Lebrun to learn something 
about the great spiritual teachig 
that has inspired the meditations. 
subject matter is presented Wi 
great spiritual unction and the 2 
lish style is worthy of the conté 
Members of the Mystical Body 
experience a quickening of the § 
as they read and meditate in ual 
with the prayer of Jesus and Mary: 
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CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 


Model for Moderns 


Blessed Margaret Clitherow 


Margaret T. Monro LG, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sister M. Annun- 
ciata, R.S.M., Glennon High 


School, Kansas City, Mo. 
In this pathetic, inspiring biography 
of a convert by a convert, we are in- 
troduced to the exemplary life of a 
genuine Christian and the heroie suf- 
ferings of a Catholic for her religion, 
put to death under Queen Elizabeth 
for refusing to renounce her Faith. 

Blessed Margaret was among the 
first converts of the missionary 
priests of the middle 16th century. 
The story is told in proper sequence, 
the character delineation is strength- 
ened by the author’s excellent mani- 
festation of Margaret’s thorough 
Christian life, of her deep faith, and 
of her ardent love of God. She was 
brought up a Protestant, she was not 
educated in books, but she received a 
first class training in housewifery. As 
a wife Margaret was devoted and 
faithful striving in all save her con- 
science to be just as good a wife as 
she could be. As mother she was af- 
feetionate and conscientious, loving 
her children more because she loved 
God most. She remained the strongest 
influence during their entire lives. 
Both her sons became priests and her 
daughter a nun. 


Blessed Margaret Clitherow is a 
valuable contribution to the literature 
othe sufferings which faithful Cath- 
dies endured in Protestant England 
during Elizabeth’s reign. It should do 
much toward strengthening the faith 
of the Catholics of the 20th century. 





Blessed Margaret Clitherow. 


Margaret T. Monro L G, $2.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
wript: <.. .splendid example and patroness 
for Catholic wives and mothers. ..a delight- 
fil personality. ..moving, inspiring, and pe- 
tliarly timely story. .a striking portrait of 
&Woman whose secret of holiness was to try 

to please God in all she did and thus 
ied herself for martyrdom.’’ 

4—HS—F 


Ethice, with Special Application to the 

Nursing Profession 
Joseph B: McAlister, 8.8. 

Saunders, $3.08 

. . The first part: desie with 

. the reader begeeres aware 

tabonly of the principles involved, but also 

tee aay the rational justification of the 


+. 

Speck part. 
plication of principles 
lems - planned p 
me and graduate. . 


a ethics or the 
to specific prob- 
narily for the student 


Liturgy As Service 


With Christ Through the Year 
Bernard Strasser, O.S.B. Bruee, $3.75 


Reviewed by Sister M. Elise, 
S.C.M.M., M.D., Medical Mission 
Sister, Patna, India. 


One of the most popular and dis- 
tressing misconceptions among Catho- 
lies is the idea that the liturgy is a 
matter of supererogation, a high-class 
hobby, something one may either be 
interested in or leave strictly alone. 
Father Strasser makes it clear on the 
very first page that ‘‘Liturgy means 
service,’’ and it is the Master who de- 
termines the how and what and where 
and why of true service, not the ser- 
vant. 


The primary consideration of litur- 


‘gical worship is God and His glory, 


and it is Christ Himeslf, in the 
Chureh which is His Mystical Body, 
who determines the divine service 
which centers around the Mass. In 
beautiful rhythm, ever changing yet 
always basically the same dear famil- 
iar prayers, the Church earries us 
through the liturgical seasons with 
their mountain peaks of Christmas 
and Easter. To know, understand and 
enjoy this colorful variety of feasts 
and seasons, is to add immeasurably 
to God’s glory and our own sanctifi- 
eation. 


Father Strasser’s book is well-writ- 
ten, but of its nature the material is 
rather condensed, and on the whole 
more of a study and reference work 
than in the nature of a relaxation or 
a mere devotional treatise. As a guide 
for a study club, as matter for daily 
reading in religious hours, or as a 
text book for novitiates, this work 
would seem ideal ; shorter and simpler 
than the rather old-fashioned writ- 
ings of Dom Gueranger, yet accurate, 
complete and inspiring. 





The Song of the Church 
Marie Pierik 

America: ‘*.. 

rian chant and discusses the theories of its 


interpretation...’’ 
A—F 


LG, $3.00 


The Book of Saints 
Benedictine Monks Mac, $6.00 


Fourth edition, revised and enlarged, com- 
piled by the Benedictine Monks of St. Au- 
gustine’s Abbey, Ramsgate. The entrics run 
from two to 20 or more lines, and each entry 
ends with an abbreviated bibliography. 
Names are included of those canonized or 
beatified since tho first publication in 1921, 
as well as others omitted from previous edi- 
tions. A calendar is included. 708 pages. 
A—HS—REC 


.traces the history of Grego- - 


Our Non-Latin 
Catholics 


Windows Westward 
Stephen C. Gulovich MeMullen, $2.50 


Reviewed by Elizabeth Higgins. 
In Windows Westward Father Gulo- 
vich makes an earnest plea for mutual 
trust and love between Catholies of 


_the Latin rite and those of the East- 


ern rites. Such love cannot exist amid 
the vast ignorance of Catholies of the 
Latin rite about the whole question of 
diversity of rite within the Chureh of 
Rome. The author had made it pos- 
sib’e for readers to gain some idea of 
this question and also of the problems 
connected with the reunion o! the 
Eastern Dissident ehurehes. 


Chaneellor of the Diocese of Pitts- 
burgh, Byzantine-Slavonie Rite 
Father Gulovich is. conversant not 
only with the current life and history 
of Byzantine-Slavonie Catkolies in the 
United States, but is master too of the 
involved history of the Chureh in the 
East with its schisms and political en- 
tanglements. Several chapters are de- 
voted to a discussion of the origin of 
the Byzantine-Slavonic rite, the or- 
igins of Christianity in Russia and the 
possibility of ultimate reunion. Early 
chapters are given over to a descrip- 
tion of ceremonial differences in the 
liturgy and a defense of diversity of 
rite within the unity of faith. 

Pope Urban VIII said to the Catho- 
lies of the Byzantine-Slavonic rite, ‘‘It 
is in you I place my hopes for the 
East.’’ Later popes have eloquently 
championed the Eastern rites and 
pointed out their venerable dignity 


_and beauty. It is an extremely narrow 


view which considers these ‘‘strange’”’ 
rites perhaps not quite Catholic. Their 
ancient rites and customs are to East- 
ern Catholics and Dissidents alike 
part of their personality and individ- 
ual nature. Father Gulovich particu- 


larly insists on the importance of pre- 


serving and revitalizing these rites, 
especially the Byzantine-Slavonic, as 
a crucial move in efforts toward re- 
union. In the current fervor of peti- 


‘tions for the conversion of Russia, let 


us remember this. 





Christian Churches of the East, Vol. ! 
Donald Attwater Bruce, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘ ...deals with the eight 
million Catholics of the Eastern rite who are 
in communion with Rome, explaining their 
history, liturgy and rites. . .Mr. Attwater.. 
is a most wonderfully gifted popularizer 
-his familiarity with. the subject has been 
gained over years of study and personal con- 


ce 
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ARTS AND POETRY 


Choice Bio-Criticism 


Horace 
Alfred Noyes 8S. & W, $3.50 


Reviewed by Virginia Woods Cal- 
lahan, Ph.D., Howard University, 
Washington, D.C. 


This book about the famous poet of 
the Augustan age is the first in a 
series, ‘‘Great Writers of the World,’’ 
all the volumes of which are to be 
published at the same price and along 
the same general lines. . 

Mr. Noyes is remarkably qualified 
in a variety of ways to undertake a 
study of Horace, since he is himself a 
distinguished poet and literary critic. 
Nor does the book leave any doubt of 
his competence as a Latinist in deal- 
ing with the minutiae of technical 
problems connected with the text of 
the Roman poet or his familiarity with 
the books and commentaries of phi- 
lologists. Indeed he often adds his 
own solution quite convincingly to 
some of the old problems, e.g., his de- 
tailed refutation of Postgate’s theory 
that Epistle 1.4 is not addressed to 
the elegiae poet Tibullus. Best of all, 
he realizes that even ‘‘a very great 
scholar may sometimes look directly 
into an immortal face without seeing 
it;’’ so his approach is scholarly but 
not pedantic and he finds ‘‘the sense 
of eternity’’ in the poet’s lines. 


The many translations used skill- 
fully in the narrative are excellent 
since Mr. Noyes approximates the 
original meter, keeps close to the 
original, and at the same time man- 
ages to create real poetry. His ad- 
miration for Horace’s metrical preci- 
sion is undoubtedly a sidelight on his 
own craftsmanship, which is founded 
on the principle that ‘‘ Law and liber- 
ty are not contradictory in art any 
more than in life.’’ The modern 
poet’s experience in the art as well as 
his thoughtful and thorough acquaint- 


ance with the English and French 
writers akin to Horace makes his ap- 
praisal of the Ars Poetica especially 
valuable. 


The biographical details are pre- 
sented with charm and imagination. 
The Englishman’s sense of humor 
comes into play in his reaction to Sir 
Theodore Martin’s Victorian inter- 
pretation of the references to women 
in the poems. His intimate knowledge 
of Vergil whom Horace ealls the 
other half of his soul is no surprise to 
the reader who found so many Ver- 
gilian echoes in Orchard’s Bay 
(Sheed and Ward, 1939). One of the 
chief contribution’s of the book on 
Horace is the fine characterization of 
his patron Maecenas. Important too 
is Mr. Noyes’ discussion of Horace’s 
relationship with the Emperor and his 
attitude toward the regime, in which 
he establishes Horace’s ‘‘sturdy in- 
dependence’’ and scorns the lack of 
logic of those English commentators 
who would make him a ‘‘court poet.’’ 


The section on the poet’s influence 
includes an enlightening explanation 
of how the ‘‘musie of the pagan poet 
entered into the life-stream of Chris- 
tendom.’’ The timeliness of the classi- 
cal themes is stressed as Mr. Noyes 
shows Horace ‘‘began to discover that 
he believed more and more definitely 
in a Supreme power,’’ that he real- 
ized there is a ‘‘power above the 
State,’’? that ‘‘Laws are futile in a 
world without order.’’ 

The reader who knows his Horace 
will welcome this new portrait of an 
old friend ; it certainly should not be 
missed by any student reading Hor- 
ace in the original or participating in 
a general humanities program; the 
general reader will find it a pleasant 
and accurate introduction to the his- 
tory, literature and spirit of a Golden 


Age. 





Boccaccio 


Francis MacManus 8 & W, $3.50 


The Catholic World: ‘*...the primary con 
cern of this book is the fascinating narra- 
tive of Boceaccio’s life, with thoughtful ana 
lysis of his art...a very different kind of 
art from what those who think of him solely 
in terms of ‘unexpurgated editions’ might 
expect...There is valuable experience for 
mind and heart in this rendering of a great 
artist who was a man like so many men...’’ 


The Sign: ‘‘...a carefully planned, richly 
drawn portrait of the not overpious racon- 
teur of the Renaissance. On the whole...a 
good book, ably written... 

‘*Boceaccio...is rather an unfortunate 
figure in literature than a great figure.. .it 
is comforting to know that he was orthodox 
in faith and died an edifying death—a fact 
that will come probably as a surprise to the 
vast majority of people whose knowledge of 
Boceaceio is limited to vulgar adyertise- 
ments of the Decameron,’’ 





Other Spiritual Books 


The Art of Happy Marriage 

James A, Magner Bruce, $2.75 
The Sign: ‘*...a practical and complete 
analysis of the principles and problems... in 
a style at once clear and scholarly, but never 
pedantic or beyond the capacity of the aver. 
age lay person for whom it is intended. 

A—REC 


The Family for Families 

Francis L. Filas, 8.J. Bruce, $2.50 
America: ‘*...a simply written book about 
the home at Nazareth, with many applica- 
tions to the modern family...One may haz- 
ard a guess that Father Filas’ little book 
will have more than passing value.’’ 

A—HS—REC 


For Thee Alone 

H. J. Beutler, C.M. Herder, $2.50 
The Sign: ‘*...Father Beutler makes no ef. 
fort to be brilliant or lyrical when writing 
about the religious life, but he does say 
some elementally wise things... ’’ 

A—F 


Introductio ad Codicem 

Adalricus Beste, 0.8.B., J.C.D. 

St. John’s Abbey, $8.00 

Third ed., revised, of what has been called 
‘*the best Manual of Canon Law now avail- 
able for students’’. The editor is now a con- 
sultor of the Holy Office in Rome. 

A—F 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION 
The Quest of Ben Hered 

C. M: de Heredia, S.J. Bruce, $3.00 
Denver Register: ‘‘...hardly a novel bat 
rather a work of solid scholarship made pala- 
table to the ordinary reader. Father Heredia, 
a Mexican Jesuit, is known to English read- 
ers particularly for his exposés of spiritual- 
Rss." 

A—HS—REC—REVD (p. 31) 


The Redemption of Isr..el 
John Friedman S & W, $2.00 
America: ‘*...penetrating psychological 
analyses of the Semite mind, a brilliant dis 
section of the horror of anti-Semitism, a 
exhaustive dialectic of Jewish history. . .’’ 
A—F (WR)—REVD (p. 59) 


Saint Thomas Aquinas 

Gerald Vann, O.P. BB, $3.00 
America: ‘‘,..Neither interpretation, direct 
biography nor capsule review of Thomism, it 
savors by turns of each... 

‘¢.. Christendom, he observes, has long 
been split into the rationalizing, pr 
West and the intuitive, contemplative East 
...outside the Church there is a reaction 
against scientific rationalism in favor of it 
tuition and emotion. In Thomism. . . these 
Eastern and Western approaches are united 
...The section contrasting Marxism 
nazism, written in 1939, might have been tf 
east for this American edition, since history 
has reversed the author’s estimate...’’ 


A Sketch of Medieval Philosophy 

D. J. B. Hawkins: .. : Ww, 
America: ‘*...the substance of what wi 
originally a course of lectures introductory 
to medieval philosophy. ..not a complete hit 
tory...nor...the result. of special ™ 
search,..’? 

A—SAT (WR) ; = 
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Pretty Unfunny 


Native American Humor 
ed. James R. Aswell Harper, $3.75 
Reviewed by Paul J. Phelan, 
columnist, ‘‘New York Sun.’’ 


There is only one test for a book of 
humor: Is it funny? The answer here 
is that, with the materials he had at 
his disposal, Mr. Aswell did as well as 
could be expected. In reading a book 
of humor people are not, or shouldn’t 
be, too critical. Esjoying humor, like 
a good many other things in life, is a 
matter of percentage. If the reader 
is amused most of the time he is satis- 
fied, for ‘‘this sad old earth must 
borrow its mirth’’ anyway. 

This book is a valuable record, and 
tomy knowledge, the first appearance 
between book covers of many of the 
earlier American humorists, whose 
work up to now has been buried in 
musty newspaper and magazine files. 
Mr. Aswell went grubbing. He didn’t 
come back with pure gold in every in- 
stance, but he has enriched our tradi- 
tion of American humor nevertheless. 

Effen I might switch character fer 
a secund, pardner, one thing is durn 
sartin, I reckon, and thet is thet you 
haint gonna be gittin back ter normal 
talk fer jist a few weeks after readin 
the heap of dialect and idiomatic 
speech thet thet thar."Aswell feller 
has fetched fer us. 

_ Most of the humor is physical, not 
intellectual. It drives home its point 
not with the rapier of wjt but with 
the sledge-hammer of slapstick. This 
is especially true of the: earlier au- 
thors. The later writers, such as Bret 
Harte, Mark Twain, Joel. Chandler 
Harris, Robert Burdetté,.Josh Bill- 
Ings, and Petroleum V. ‘NaSby, knew 
a few more tricks of the trade and 
gave us irony, sarcasm, * hyperbole, 
bathos, in addition to occasional 
whacks on the head with.an andiron. 

One feature about the book is puz- 
dling. Mr. Aswell has omitted Fre- 
neau, Trumbull, Barlow, Halleck, 
Verplanck, Lowell, Hays, Green, 
Holmes and others because they 

simply didn’t amuse me’’. And yet 
he apparently found ‘‘amusing’’ about 
a dozen of the most unfunniest 
(they need a double superlative) 
anecdotes it’s been my excruciating 
mfort to read in many a year. 

ese stories are off-color. Mr. Aswell 
ems to want us to know that in the 
early days of the republic the people, 
ve it or not, were interested in 
x. The stories, by the way, are about 
% Spicy as stale pepper. 
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Broadway Atheist 


Eugene O’Neill: The Man and 
His Plays 


Barrett H. Clark Dover, $2.75 


Reviewed by Msgr. I. J. Semper, 
chairman English department, Loras 
College, lecturer in modern drama. 


This is a valuable source book on the 
life and work of Eugene ONeill, who 
is generally considered America’s 
foremost dramatist. It contains signi- 
ficant biographical material and dis- 
eusses the plays in chronological or- 
der, summarizing each plot and stress- 
ing the relationship of each play to 
the environment of the dramatist at 
the time the play was written. It 
should be in demand as a reference 
work for courses in contempoxary 
drama. 


But from the Catholic standpoint it 
tells a sad story. O’Neill’s father and 
mother were devout Catholics, and as 
a boy he attended Catholic boarding 
schools for six years. During the’ 
period of his wild youth when he be-: 
came acquainted with the seamy side 
of life in the forecastle and the dive 
he must have sloughed away his and 
eestral Faith. His first plays, which 
are peopled with primitive characters 
of the hairy ape type and filled with 
realistic detail, are based on the ex- 
periences of his early youth. 


In 1920 he went in for metaphysies, 
and acquired a theory of drama which 
has exercised a profound influence on 
all his subsequent work. He himself 
tells us that his theory took the form 
of ‘‘a modern psychological approxi- 
mation of the Greek sense of fate.’’ 


In other words, for the fate of the 
Greeks he substituted environment, 
heredity, the neurotic .sexuality of 
Strindberg and complexes of Freud. 
The weakness of Greek drama, in 
which man is presented as the play- 
thing of a blind force, is precisely the 
weakness of most of the plays written 
by Eugene O’Neill. 


In 1933 it looked as if O’Neill had 
reached a turning point in his career. 
Ah, Wilderness suggested that he was 
getting back to normal, and Days 
Without End held out the promise 
that he was about to return to the fold 
of the Church. A eritie wrote at the 
time: ‘‘The Great God O’Neill, the 
Freudian mouthpiece, has turned 
Christian.’’ But this gleam of hope 
was swallowed up by the darkness of 
a retirement which lasted from 1934 
to 1946. 


The Iceman Cometh, which signal- 
ized O’Neill’s return to Broadway, is 
a play of sordid realism steeped in 
cynicism and despair. The Iceman is 
death, and the burden of the drama 
is that the sooner death comes for the 
aleoholic characters the better. 
O’Neill, the possessor of a vigorous 
imagination and a master of stage- 
eraft, can state a social problem in 
dramatie form with unrivalled skill. 
But he is not a profound thinker, and 
hence he has no answer. If we may 
paraphrase G. K. Chesterton’s famous 
characterization of Thomas Hardy, 
we may say that in his latest drama 
O’Neill reveals himself as a sort of 
Broadway atheist brooding and blas- 
pheming over Bowery sots. 





The Quarrel 


Paul Strahl (pseud.) DS &P, $2.75 


A fairly interesting story of two men, 
One-Eyed John McDonald (he was 
injured in the Civil War) and Petti- 
eoat John McDonald (he wore wom- 
en’s apparel to escape military serv- 
ice), which relates how their paths 
crossed violently and frequently in 
the little town in which they both 
live and marry. There is a temporary 
reconciliation, but the hatred flares 
forth anew. 

Strahl concentrates on character 
delineation and gives the reader a 
wide variety of small town people 
with their combination of generosity 
and pettiness. 

The book’s weakness are its style 
(its flash-back..technique sometimes 
does not make it clear who is telling 


SELF-PORTRAITS OF 
CATHOLIC AUTHORS 


The Book of Catholic Authors, 4th Series 
ed. Walter Romig Romig, $2.20 


Continuing the series of informal self-por- 
traits, Walter Romig, publisher of ‘‘The 
Guide to Catholic Literature’’, now offers 
this fourth volume. 

The list is by no means on a descending 
seale. Many of the authors are very much 
in the present limelight—Maisie Ward, John 
Gilland Brunini, Msgr. Matthew Smith, 
editor of The Register; Richard Sullivan, 
Father Gerald Vann, now lecturing in this 
country; Bruce Marshall, Catherine de 
Hueck—to name a few. 


Very much worth while. 
A—HS—REC 





the story) and its occasional lapses 
into the details of sex relations, with 
a halo around the village prostitute. 


—Helen Detzel 





166 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 








Mission of the Creative Mind 


Jacob’s Night 

Wallace Fowlie 8S & W, $1.50 

Reviewed by A. H. Grill, vice presi- 
dent, Iiturgical Arts Society; faculty 
member Chicago Art Institute, Barat 
College of the Sacred Heart, Sheil 
School of Social Studies; renowned 
liturgical designer. 
The title is symbolically applied in 
naming this volume of four essays. 
Mr. Fowlie uses the French author 
and publisher Peguy, the French 
painter Rouault, the French philoso- 
pher Maritain, and the French poets 
Baudelaire, Rimbaud, and Mallarme 
to interpret ‘‘the night into which 
France has entered’’ in this our time. 

By interpreting the creative minds 
of these men, by exposing the agonies 
they have suffered because of their 
special awareness, their supersensitiv- 
ity, Fowlie brings out forecfully the 
need for the modern Christian to be 
strong enough in mind, will, and 
body to endure the wounds of the 
Crucifixion within himself. Fowlie 
chooses to interpret France through 
the minds of her artists for he believes 
that ‘‘it is especially the artist who 
in his solitude engages those forces 
with which the human spirit must 
siege in order to attain the Abso- 
ute.’’ 


This idea is a far ery from the no- 
tion of the artist in his ivory tower, 
secluded from the trials and tribula- 
tions of mankind. Fowlie is concerned 
with the ‘‘mission of the creative 
mind in modern Christian society.’’ 

There is a close interrelation among 
the Frenchmen discussed in these four 
essays. It is from Charles Peguy 
(whom Fowlie terms the Prophet) 
that Maritain learns much of his eon- 
cern for the common masses. It is 
Leon Bloy, the novelist, who dye 


pron oe een 





The Journals of Andre Gide 

tr. Justin O’Brien Knopf, $5.00 
Pierre Courtines in America; ‘‘... Aside 
from many piquant remarks, this first vol- 
ume,..must of necessity have a limited ap- 
peal. It is meant for those who are inter- 
ested in the contemporary European literary 
and artistic scenes... 

‘*This eminent man of letters, whose in- 
fluence on the young is generally, and not 
without reason, considered to be scandalous 
—so much so that his name has become an 
adjective for unrestraint— and whose en- 
dorsement of communism first won him wide 
support in Russia—reveals himself as a poor 
suffering human who wore himself out phys- 
ically in his search for a complete’ spiritual 
philosophy...the book is not satisfying... 
ends in 1914...’’ 

AWR 


Maritain his example of ‘‘a dedicated 
Christian life’’—and who became 
godfather of the Maritains upon their 
baptism into the Church. Rouault, one 
of the painters disussed in Maritain’s 
Art and Poetry, is chosen by Fowlie 
to portray an artist pierced with the 
wounds of God and mankind. Fowlie 
speaks of Rouault and Bloy partici- 
pating in the sufferings they describe 
—one in his painting and the other in 
his writing. 

Fowlie has expressed with con- 
strained intensity the terrific work of 
these men in showing us the wounds 
in modern Christian (?) society. 





Leon Bloy: A Study in Impatience 

Albert Beguin 8S & W, $2.75 
The Sign: ‘‘...Bloy was a mystic who es- 
poused poverty...with the vigor of a Paul 
...This Study...is addressed to all who... 
are impatient with the conventional Chris- 
tianity of the modern age; .. . the smug 
secularism and.. .optimistic scientism of our 
present materialistic world...Though Bloy 
wrote beautiful French...he is very difficult 
to understand at times...he employs sym- 
bolism...his continual use of hyperboles 
places on the reader the burden of almost 
unrelieved emphasis...he writes with the 
vigor of a revolutionary...the insight of 
a mystic...the foresight of a prophet...the 
impatience of a passionate lover.’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 50) 


The Age of Anxiety 

W. H. Auden Random, 

The Catholic World; ‘‘. . . a long e 
poem, unrhymed but richly ss 
mainly...a dialogue between three menu... 
amd one women... 

‘*Auden’s work is for those who enjoy 
the subtle, the philosophic, even the ex- 
otic...°’ 

A—F 


The American Past 

Roger Butterfield 8 & S, $10.00 
1000 photographs and cartoons, mostly on 
politics and politicians, admirably’ depicting 
outstanding events of U. 8. history. 125,000 
words of text. A first-rate book. 

A—F 


1 Remember Distinctly 

Agnes Rogers & Frederick Lewis Alten 

D Harper, $5.00 

The Commonweal: ‘*...Mr. Allen...is the 
editor of Harper’s Magazine and. Miss 
Rogers...in private life is Mrs. Allen». 4 
suggest that any competent newspaperman 
could have done a better job...All he would 
have had to do is rewrite the year-end his- 
tories published...by the better New York 
papers...’’ 

A—SAT(WR) 
The Life of Edward Fitzgerald 

Alfred McKinley Terhune Yale, $5.00 
Joseph J. Reilly in The Catholie World: 
‘*An authoritative life of the man Whose 
[translation of Omar Khayyam’s] Rubatgat 
has become one of the most popular English 
poems of all time...meaty, well-co 


and richly documented...’’ 
A—SAT 
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Problematical Peguy 


Peguy and Les Cahiers 
De La Quinzaine 
Daniel Halévy LG, $3.50 
Reviewed by Sister Mary David, 
S.S.N.D., The College of Notre Dame 
of Maryland. 
Within the last five years, Charles 
Peguy’s writing has for the first time 
become accessible to Americans in 
their native tongue, thanks to the ex- 
cellent translations of Julian Green. 
Moreover, the musical tone of some of 
his poems can be heard in the record. 
ings of a French verse-speaking choir, 
recently published by the Franeo- 
American Cultural Exchange, in New 
York. These circumstances make the 
present time most opportune for the 
appearance of this full-length biogra. 
phy, the first to be printed in Eng- 
lish. 

Daniel Halevy, who wrote for the 
Pages libres of Guiyesse in 1901 as 
well as for Peguy’s Cahiers, is quali- 
fied both by personal contact and by 
long experiences as a literary critic 
to present a clear picture of this un- 
happy genius—a socialist who would 
not follow Marx, a professed Catholic 
who, until at least just before the end, 
did not approach Mass or the sacra- 
ments. From the time of his profes- 
sion of Faith in 1908, Peguy was 
quite convineed that his Fortnightly 
Notebooks were to be the instrument 
of a Catholic renascence. Undoubted- 
ly, under their aegis appeared such 
sublime works as La mystere de la 
cherite de Jeanne d’Arc and ‘‘La Pre- 
sétitation de la Beauce a Notre Dame 
de Chartres.’’ Yet. the Cahiers pub- 
lished many other works not so exalt- 
ed in soneostie. 

Peguy’s géfiits suffered from a de- 
fective education and a lack of self- 
discipline. Although Halevy is not 
blind te these facts, he does sometimes 
minimize them—particularly at the 
close of ten when he prac- 
tically g Peguy for remaining 
away from the sacraments with the 
crowd, like the figurehead of a ship 
braving the ‘sea! Anyone who wants 
a complete picture should supple 
ment the reading of this book, as the 


editor hints, with certain passage 


from Raissa Maritain’s Adventures 
Grace. 





Dante Alighieri, Citizen of Christendom 

Gerald G. Walsh, 8.J. Bruce, 
America: **. .. one of the best interpreta 
tions to appear in many years... scholarly; 
rather than popular...the student of Dante 
will be grateful for the abundance whieh 
the book offers...’’ 

A—REC—REV 


CS Be eee be 8” eo ee -  .. 
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Fr. Fuerst Examines 


The Cause of 
Fr, Dwight 


The Saving Sense 

Walter Dwight, S.J. MeMullen, $2.75 

Reviewed by Rev. A. N. Fuerst, 

§.T.D., Our Lady of the Lake Semi- 
nary, Cleveland. 
To open a morgue and to examine re- 
mains sounds ghoulish. But when the 
morgue that is opened is a magazine 
library and the remains are the liter- 
ary products of a writer the morbid 
aspect of the actions vanishes. In The 
Saving Sense, a series of essays by 
Father Walter Dwight, S.J., whose 
eognomen is listed twice in the official 
history of Yale, various fragments of 
his pen are disinterred from the pages 
of America and rearranged by the re- 
vivifying hand of Father W. Cole- 
man Nevils, S.J. 

Even a devil’s advocate in examin- 
ing these mortal relics would be com- 
pelled to admit that certain marks of 
greatness adhere to them. For an 
author who could expose the weakness 
of religious life, e.g., ‘‘The Niobites’’, 
and probe with uncanny scalpel hu- 
man weaknesses, e.g., ‘‘Father Fab- 
ian’s Weakness’’, and then with equal 
accuracy uncover the faults of mod- 
ern poetry in such a piece as ‘‘The 
Fragrant Stars’’ manifest a talent 
that is not lavished on many mortals. 
And in treating such subjects we can 
detect, if not an heroic charity, at 
least a charity which those who wield 
the critic’s pen do not often prac- 
tice. 

Instead of bludgeoning with hard 
words the foibles and the imperfec- 
tions both of pen and of life he pinks 
them with a rapier sharpened by un- 
derstanding. Instead of verbally stick- 
ing his tongue outside his lips, he 
holds it within his cheek, musing 
through the ink that men could act 
foolishly, when life is so earnest. To 
correct faults or to impress a lesson 








The Saving Sense 

Walter Dwight, S.J. (ed. W. Coleman 

Nevils, S.J.) MeMullen, $2.75 
The Sign: ‘*...After considerable thought 
-++I would venture to compare The Saving 
Sense to a cup of hot tea which is flavorful, 
Warming, but rather weak...the pieces, 
Pleasant as they are and lovingly and care- 

Y wrought, are mild fare... It is in 
treatment that they fail to achieve great- 
ness...The light touch...is carried to a 
Point where strength is sacrificed. You will 
&ijoy The Saving Sense but you may not 
oad git 

—F 


An Irish Boyhood 


When your editor was a student at the University of Notre Dame, and 
rather handy with a typewriter, it was his wnique pleasure to hammer out 
all sorts of strange emanations from the pen of a visiting lecturer, a man whose 
very presence was picturesque—even enchanting, and whose flights of fancy 
put one in a mood to turn expectantly toward each tree and bush to catch a 
glimpse of the ‘‘little people’? who surely must be almost within reach. - . 

That visitor from another planet was Sewmas Macmanus, master story 
teller. And the man he has become, fascinating as that is, is no more interest- 
ing than the boy who was father to that man, the boy Jaimie of ‘‘ Rocky Road 
to Dublin.’’? You are really missing something if you overlook Seumas Mac- 
manus of Knockager of Glen Ainey in the heart of Donegal. 





are tasks from which even angels flee, 
but this weigher of words invents 
games and coins phrases to make them 
possible, e.g., the lady from Philadel- 
phia, and the SPIISC. ; 

In these essays the reader becomes 
aware that their author was enamored 
of that method of presentation which 
educationalists denominate as ‘‘the 
parable method’’. And in this he can 
only be praised; for it is the method 
of Christ teaching not only the little 
ones, but also the faithful of all ages. 
Furthermore, he discovers that the 
author is a lover of poetry, not of any 
poetry, but of the best available. . .. 

Finally, he is convinced that the 
author has more than a medico’s eye 
and hand. For in diagnosing the evils 
which beset his own day, he universal- 
ly prescribes for all days and all 
times; he is truly a doctor after the 
manner of Christ. And his remedy is 
a skillful word, dictated by under- 
standing and refined by the charity 
of a priest of God. To those who still 
appreciate literary workmanship, and 
prefer a balanced sentence to a pun- 
gent artificial word, this book can be 
recommended. 





A Kierkegaard A'nthology 


ed. Robert Bretall Princeton, $5.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘...wisely chosen ex- 
cerpts from S. K.’s most important writ- 
ings...arranged in the order of his own de- 
velopment...a succinct scholarly introduc- 
tion...gives additional interpretative mat- 
ter...bibliography is excellent for the stu- 
dent of the last-century philosopher whose 
literature—from Christian exposition to Sar- 
tre’s existential nihilism—is vast and stead- 
ly growing. 

‘*But Mr. Bretall’s sanguinely-expressed 
hope that S. K.. . . will revive Protestantism 
is futile. The Lutheran writer actually car- 
ried the movement to its last stand in reli- 
gious solipsism—a solipsism that the French 
Existentialists have seized on without its 
religious connotation... Le 

‘*.,.Kierkegaard remains, in the words 
of Father Reinhold who is one of his best 
interpreters, ‘the greatest Protcstant-Chris- 
tian of the nineteenth century, a man equal 
in spiritual stature to Cardinal New- 


A—MSO—SAT (WR) 


The Rocky Road to Dublin 

Seumas MacManus D-A, $3.00 

Reviewed by Hugh Graham, John 

Carroll University. 

The name of Seumas MacManus has 
been a familiar one to American read- 
ers since the turn of the century when 
his poems and stories began to appear 
in American story-magazines—first 
in Harper’s, and soon after in more 
than a dozen others. Both editors and 
readers came to realizze that Seumas 
was in a class by himself. The raciness 
of his subject matter, the freshness 
and vividness of his character delinea- 
tion, the natural charm of his narra- 
tive style soon won for him a widen- 
ing circle of admirers. 

In the years that followed he made 
frequent cross-country tours, lectur- 
ing in crowded public halls and in 
college auditoriums and giving ample 
proof of his skill as a shanachie. He 
has tried his hand at many kinds of 
literary’ expression: novels, history, 
drama, and poetry; but his forte is 
that of-a story teller. 

The present work is the story of the 
author’s early life, but it is told in 
the third personeand is the least ego- 
tistic of autobiographies. That is prob- 
ably the reason why it reads like the 
best of his stories. We learn much 
about the closing quarter of the 19th 
century, and through the mouths of 
his older neighbors we are carried 
back to the days of O’Connell. 
Through the eyes and ears of the boy 
Jaimie as he passes through the 
stages of gasur and bouchall to early 
manhood, we learn much of a vanish- 
ing old-world civilization, more espe- 
cially that of the social, economic, and 
cultural life of his beloved Donegal. 

Without apparent effort the author 
manages to combine coherent narra- 
tive, humorous touches, sage remarks, 
with thumb-nail sketches of his 
friends and neighbors. From these 
pages we learn of the inexhaustible 
source of legend, folklore, and poetry 
which supplied the nourishment and 
inspiration for so much of his later 
literary efforts. 
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The Nun of Amherst 


Introduction to Emily Dickinson 
Henry W. Wells Hendricks House, $3.00 


Reviewed by Sister Mary James, 
S.S.N.D., author of ‘‘In the Name of 
the Bee’’ (about Emily Dickinson) 
and ‘‘Poets at Prayer’’, Preface to 
which was contributed by Dr. Wells. 


For the ‘‘Emilyized’’ the immediate 
future will be ‘‘a blessed time,’’ au- 
thors are now revealing. Succeeding 
months will increase the stature of 
‘‘the Nun of Amherst.’’ Through his 
Introduction to Emily Dickinson, Dr. 
Henry W. Wells of. Columbia Uni- 
versity has already added a cubit. 

Unmistakably the book is a con- 
tribution to Dickinsonia. What Emi- 
ly’s lovers have felt as unchallenging 
and unchallenged, Dr. Wells proves. 
Their loyal intuition has placed her 
always foremost among American 
poets. It has rated her second only to 
Sappho. But the balance of an ‘‘ac- 
customed’’ scholar has weighed the 
matter of Emily. And she has not 
been found waiting. Painstaking, 
masculine scholarship has made ‘‘as- 
surance doubly sure’’ for the cult. 

Introduction to Emily Dickinson is 
not another biography romanticizing 
Emily’s retirement or identifying her 
lover ; it is not a series of appreciative 
essays warped in wonder at her rare 
spirit. It is, as the author writes, ‘‘a 
study of Emily Dickinson and an ex- 
periment in critical method.’’ Thin in 
format, perhaps, it is not so in form 
or substance. 

The first section deals with her 
poetry in terms of the properties of 
the individual mind and soul; the 
second, in terms of literary, philoso- 
phieal, religious, and social movement ; 
the third, in terms of its art. The 
three are one in aim: they examine 
her work closely against the perspec- 
tive of the world’s major poetry. 

Because Dr. Wells is a student of 
Comparative Literature, he has ful- 
filled his purpose. Emily’s thought 
and art are derived, he finds, from 
the ancients; her style, from the ori- 
entals; her form and spirit, from the 
Spanish mystics; her idealism, from 
the Italians; her spirituality, from 
the Germans. And because Dr. Wells 
is also a student of Americana, he has 
not confined Emily to her garden; he 
has not left her at her little writing 
desk or at her west window overlook- 
ing the Pelham hills. He has put her 
on the heights of Parnassus. She does 
not move there among Longfellow, 
Lowell, Emerson or Thoreau, but 





among Martial, Horace, Heine, Ver- 
laine, Donne, Traherne, Crashaw, 
Herrick and Blake. 


Like them she was of the universe. 
Amherst was not the center nor the 
circumference of her thought. The 
universe was. For it she wrote her 
poetry. And she ealled it her ‘‘letter 
to the world.’’ In defense of her uni- 
versality Dr. Wells uses abundant 
quotation. But his methods are con- 
sistent throughout the study. Every 
statement is supported by a signifi- 
cant line from Emily’s verse. But the 
effect is not cloying. The initiated re- 
joice in the recognition of the lines; 
the uninitiated are led to read the 
rest of the poem. That for Dr. Wells 
should be rewarding. 


ae 


Fabulous Natchez 


Natchez on the Mississippi 
Harnett T. Kane Morrow, $4.00 


Harnett Kane thinks this is his best 
book, and I agree. I only wish I might 
have read it before I had visited 
Natchez—a spot where as one drives 
through he actually feels the atmos- 
phere of by-gone days. 


Mr. Kane has written a history of 
Natchez around the glamorous indi- 
viduals who socially, financially, or 
murderously, left behind them facts 
and legends peculiarly fitting for this 
author’s narrative and descriptive 
talents. 

Probably few Americans know that 
Natchez was .once known as the 
world’s. most profligate place—an 
abode of elegant scoundrels, exiles, 
adventurers, politicians, fabulous 
steamboat captains, dramatic symbols 
of rampant power, chatelaines of lux- 
urious mansions—a meeting-place of 
Spanish, French, British, and Ameri- 
can—of white, black and red—its 
‘flaming, free-wheeling gaiety’’ blos- 
soming from the wealth from cotton 
and the labor of slaves. 

To have the biggest house of all, de- 
signed in classic splendor by the 
world’s best architects, was a consum- 
ing passion. Later on, some of these 
mansions were sold for less than the 
cost of their iron fences, but enough 
remain to furnish the excellent sepia 
photographs which add to the pleas- 
ure of the book—which is further en- 
hanced by a map of the city, and de- 
scriptions of dozens of residences hav- 
ing the greatest architectural appeal. 

—J. C. T. 





Deadly Dialogues 


Smith Unbound 


Ernest Nevin Dilworth and 
Walter Leuba Maemillan, $2.50 


Reviewed by Bonaventure Schwinn, 
O.S.B., Ph.D., Vice President, Mownt 
St. Scholastica College. 


Ernest Nevin Dilworth, instructor jp 
English in Princeton University, and 
Walter Leuba, supervisor of editing 
and information with the Allegheny 
County Board of Assistance, haye 
collaborated in writing Smith Un. 
bound, which purports to be a book 
on education. Smith is the typical stu. 
dent in both high school and college, 


As the subtitle, A Conversation 
Piece, indicates the book is in dialogue 
form. It has four chapters. The most 
striking quality of the first two chap- 
ters is their obscurity. Compared with 
them, Plato’s Dialogues are as simple 
and ».asy as Mother Goose. In the 
hands of Dilworth and Leuba the dia- 
logue fails to come off. It is rather 
difficult to say what they are talking 
about in the first half of the book, but 
in a general way they are discussing, 
not education, but poetry, some prob- 
lems of philosophy, and art. The point 
of the ediscussion is much harder to 


_ see. In spite of the dense fog created 


by their talk, the authors argue with 
brash gusto and indulge in frequent 
unhappy efforts at startling epigram, 
such as, ‘‘The middle class, clutching 
the bowels of the world, is about as 
helpless as a cancer,’’ and, ‘‘If any- 
thing can, scurrility will save the 
world.’’ 


The rare reader who survives the 
boredom of the first two chapters is 
in for a surprise in the last two. There 
he will find as violent an attack on 
contemporary education as has ever 
appeared in print. He will learn that 
education as practiced up to the pres- 
ent has been utterly benighted and 
that, by implication, educators, from 
the Greeks to John Dewey, are a priz 
collection of boobs, blockheads, and 
myopic nincompoops. 

Dilworth and Leuba offer a blue- 
print of education as it should be 
given. Their plan is not original; it 18 
simply a distortion of the Great Books 
plan. It is the Adler-Hutchins-Bucha- 
nan plan with 80% of the great books 
left out. 

Smith Unbound will infuriate the 
educators who read it. But few 
them will read it. They know les 
painful ways of being bored. 


“Hh> 


The 
toric 
line 
calle 
ers, 
Wish 
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REVIEW EXCERPTS © COMMENTS @ RATINGS 


Review excerpts are reprinted without prejudice to any reviewer, publisher, or author. 


The following are among the more important books of a 
general nature recently published. Title, author, publisher 
and price are shown, followed by one or more pertinent 
review excerpts from leading publications, or by Com- 
ments or Ratings or brief descriptions furnished by mem- 


bers of our own Staff. 


These pages are therefore useful as a sort of current 


catalog. 


Abraham Lincoln: His Life, 
Work and Character 

ed. Edward Wagenknecht Creative Age, $4 
America: ‘*...should find a place in every 
school library, though the lack of an index 
. will lessen its usefulness as a work of reter- 


ence...’ 
A—HS—F 


Adversary in the House 


Irving Stone Doubleday, $3.00 
America: ‘‘...What does weaken it are sen- 
timentality . . . self-dramatization .. . false 
heroics ... self-pity...the whole picture is 
thrown out of focus. The tone... too often 
verges on that of so much current radio 
seript...’’ 

A—DM 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
After Black Coffee 

Robert I. Gannon, S.J. MeMullen, $2.25 
The Pilot, Boston: ‘*...Keenly attuned to 
the spirit of the age...humor and wisdom 
combine...each chapter is a masterpiece..’’ 
The Sign: ‘*...some of the best post- 
prandial concoctions of humor, wisdom, and 
tefined charm served in the New York area 
during the last seven or eight years...’’ 
Dominicana: ‘‘Rare books are very difficult 
to obtain. . . The superiority of this collec- 
tion of Father Gannon’s speeches is found 
— happy blending of wit and wis- 
om... 


‘*,,.there is a naturalness which adds a 
sparkle giving them a tremendous appeal... 
beneath the charm of his facile style is the 
wisdom of the ages... 

“The blending of wit and wisdom in the 
ideal proportion suffices to make it a book 
that is unusual... ’? 

4A—HS—REC 


The American Imagination at Work 

ed. Ben C. Clough Knopf, $6.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*.. . this intoxicating 
book...726 pages...the long-awaited monu- 
ment to the great American liar. ..the editor 
#an honest professor at Brown University 
‘+-Not vicious lying but the exuberant gas- 


ae of great-hearted, healthy-minded 
. 


4—SAT 


American Communism 


James Oneal and G. A. Werner 
Dutton, $5.00 
The Sign: ‘«.. .The treatment is largely his- 
torical... Those. ..content with a bare out- 
line will be satisfied. . . It can hardly be 
an adequate history for most read- 
8. . even less satisfactory for those who 
an introduction to the current activities 


School 


Objectionable 
mended 


of the American Communist party...’’ 
(Oneal is a socialist, long time editor of 
The New Leader. Werner is professor of 
Russian History at the College of the Paci- 
fie) 

AWR—REVD (p. 117) 


And Blow Not the Trumpet 
Stanley D. Porteus Pacific, $3.50 


America: ‘*...Porteus, Professor of Clini- 
eal Psychology at the University of Hawaii, 
attempts to establish the thesis that the 
civilian population of the (Hawaiian) Isl- 
ands was unbelievably well prepared for 
Japanese attack...a storehouse of informa- 
tion...At times it suffers severely from 
over-comprehensiveness and over-analysis.’’ 
A—SAT 


Anglo-Saxon Saints and Scholars 

Eleanor Shipley Duckett Mae, $5.00 
Margaret Williams in The Catholic World: 
‘¢...(Her), former book...The Gateway to 
the Middle Ages, has for some years been 
leading not only the professional scholar but 
theh casual booklover to a deeper understand- 
ing of...medieval eculture...It is a study 
of the intellectual life of the sixth century, 
and Anglo-Saxon Saints and Scholars is its 
natural sequel, continuing the story to the 
middle of the eighth...a series of biogra- 
phies linked together into a wider biography 
of the times... 

‘¢..a strikingly modern note. ..shows 
that the road did not end in the Middle 
Ages; nor will it end, while the forces are 
alive that make saints and scholars.’’ 

A—E 


Baseball 

Robert Smith 8S & S,.$3.50 
The Chicago Tribune: ‘‘...bats 1,000 in 
this layman’s history of our national game 
... takes infinite pains in setting down the 
steps by which baseball has grown...a fas- 
cinating treatise on a sport which, despite 
the inroads of softball, golf and other diver- 
sions, still is truly our national game.’’ 

A—HS—F 


Before the Deluge 

Mark Aldanov Scribner, $3.50 
America: ‘‘...The characters are numer- 
ous, and the plots not a few...It is truer 
to say...that incidents multiply than that 
the story progresses. None of the charac- 
ters is particularly central or well drawn... 
Russian history. ..1874 (to)...1881... 

‘*...there must be some easier way than 
reading it of getting what value it con- 
tains.’’ 

A—U 


The Brazilians 


Hernane Tavares de Sa Day, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*...much more than 


Abbreviations used: E—Exeellent . 
C-I—Current Interest . 
. TFA—Too Far Advanced 
DM—Doubtful Merit 
Unfavorably reviewed or regarded 
. DIS—Disapproved 
. REV—Reviewed . 
Only . FIO—For Information Only. 


F—Favorable 
H.S.—Satisfactory for High 
. A—For Adults 
WR—With Reservations . U— 
O—Offensive or 
. REC—Recom- 
MSO—Mature Students 


a personality sketch .. . It opens with clear, 
wide vistas of the religious, family, lan- 
guage and racial patterns of a 45,000,000 
population, two out of three.. .illiterate... 

‘‘Only 300 nurses a year are graduated 
in the whole country. To describe Brazil as 
a ‘vast hospital’ is hyperbole, not without 
its bite of truth...Dr. Hernane Tavares de 
Sa is long on psychological and social in- 
sight; short on questions outside his area of 
specialization. ..’’ 

A—SAT 


Bridge to Russia 


Murray Morgan Dutton, $3.00 


America: ‘*...a successful attempt to write 
a popular history of the Aleutions. . .brings 
together much information of interest... 
very informative reading...’’ 

A—SAT 


LITERARY GUILD 
The Bright Promise 


Richard Sherman LB, $2.75 


Lorraine O’Brien in America: ‘‘...modern 
literature seems little concerned with things 
great...neither worse nor better than a hun- 
dred books of its kind...will be produced as 
a movie...it will reach a public far greater 
than its merits...not a great book...not an 
exemplary book...and it is being hailed as 
both. How much longer will we allow our 
taste to be ridiculed?’’ 


The Commonweal: ‘‘ The action. . .covers the 
Roosevelt period...not exactly...an histor- 
ieal novel...Sherman...has no doubt done 
a lot of research...(but) what this material 
needs is interpretation...the big events of 
the Roosevelt era have no more depth than 
casual reporting in a woman’s magazine..’’ 


This novel involves spiritual and moral 
problems. The chief characters are pictured 
as having regained their self-respect and 
having found some happiness in a new en- 
vironment. To that extent, an appraisal 
should be favorable. To the extent that 
Grace and Christian Faith are passed over 
and ignored, the treatment is defective. 


—J.C.T. 
A—DM 
California in Our Time, 1900-1940 
Robert Glass Cleland Knopf, $4.00 


Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . Cleland, former his- 
tory professor at Occidental college. ..now 
at Huntington Library. ..touches wide rang- 
ing phases of vivid and violent California 
life in the last forty years... 

‘¢ |. .best chapters devoted to the cultural 
gains of. the state...Delightful...‘A Pre- 
face to California Literature’...the period 
before as well as after 1900...’’ 


A—SAT 


| 
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The Catholic Church and the Secret 
Societies in the United States 
Fergus Macdonald, C.P. 


Cath. Hist., $3.00 
Dominicana: ‘‘...points out that the evils 
of secret organizations is found in the fact 
that they tend to serve as a substitute for 
the Church...The question of Secret So- 
cieties took a century to solve...deserves 
eredit for his capable handling of this con- 
troversial subject.’’ 

A—F 


Chatterton Square 

E. H. Young H B, $3.50 

America: ‘‘...believable though unexciting 
..-Combining detailed trivia with shrewd 
observations of human nature...builds its 
interest slowly and in the end quite satisfac- 
torily.’’ 
E. V. R. Wyatt in The Commonweal: 
...@ leisurely but agreeable story of two 
families who live side by side on the out- 
skirts of a town on the Bristol Channel... 
What seems striking to me in this well-writ- 
ten story is the astounding monotony of 
lower middle-class British lives... 

‘*Miss Young handles her characters with 
such sure and sensitive insight that she 
arouses her readers’ interest...a perfect 
book for a bed-table...’’ 

AWR 


ce 


Christ Stopped at Eboli 

Carlo Levi (tr. Frances Frenaye) 

FS, $3.00 

J. C. Lehane, C.M., in The Vincentian: 
‘*.,.Catholie readers must be warned... 
they must be prepared to be a bit shocked. 

‘One might ask just how much good it 
will do for Italy to expose to the gaze of 
two continents this forsaken and almost 
savage corner of a land that perhaps has 
produced more geniuses to the square mile 
than any other nation in Europe. Cortainly 
it will not help the Church.’’ 

A—SAT (WR)—REV (p. 87) 


Community of the Free 

Yves R. Simon Holt, $3.00 
A study of public morality, the confusion of 
conscience resulting in the evils of racism, 
the errors of socialism, and a host of fal- 
lacies that weaken our social fabric. By an 
eminent philosopher, professor at the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame. A difficult, impor- 
tant book. 

A—F—REVD (p. 117) 


A Concise History of the Law of Nations 

Arthur Nussbaum Mac, $4.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘...the present system 
of international law developed with the rise 
400 years ago of nation states from a bro- 
ken medieval unity...Having taught inter- 
national law for a number of years at 
Columbia University, the author seeks to 
provide a brief compendium of important 
facts and developments for those embark- 
ing on the subject... His approach is... a 
positivist one...’ 

A—DM 


Country Place 

Ann Petry HM, $2.75 
Saturday Review of Literature: ‘‘...a tale 
of lust, avarice, and disillusionment in the 
kind of New England town where ‘nothing 
ever happened’...Her ‘good’ people...are 
shadowy, while her ‘bad’ people lack mo- 
tivation or background...the basis of their 
actions appears to be purely glandular...a 
reader cannot feel emotionally engaged in 





characters for whom no basis of sympathy 
has been provided... 

‘«.. reveals a fault not Mrs. Petry’s but 
of our time...the lack of faith in a moral 
universe...The lack of moral logic...turns 
drama into melodrama...’’ 

A—DIS 


Creatures of Circumstance 

W. Somerset Maugham 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*...short stories...laboriously con- 
trived and deeply dyed in sophomoric eyni- 
cism...something fetid about them, some- 
thing stagily perverse...’’ 

A—DM 


Dark December 

Robert Merriam Z-D, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . Of all the stories of 
great battles to come out of the war, the 
report of [the Battle of the Bulge] is per- 
haps the most fascinating...Merriam is at 
his best analyzing the actual confusion that 
was rampant from the very beginning of the 
German drive...I was in the midst of the 
chaos... 

‘*But our forces achieved the miracle. 
The attack was stopped, and resolved, and 
the Eisenhower decisions during this phase 
of the war in Europe rank in importance 
and genius with the great military deci- 
sions of history... 

‘*¢...a very factual narrative, complete, 
heavily detailed, and amply validated...’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 119) 


Democracy and Empire in the Caribbean 

Paul Blanshard Mace, $5.00 
The Sign: ‘*...Blanshard was from 1942 to 
1946 an official of the State Department as- 
signed to the Caribbean. He has made a 
thorough investigation of conditions. . .is 
sharply critical of Dutch and British atti- 
tudes... 

‘¢The Catholic Church in the Caribbean is 
frequently mentioned, with approval or dis- 
approval reflecting official attitudes.’’ 

A—DM 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
Difficult Star 

Katherine Burton L G, $2.75 
Paula Kurth in America: ‘*...A unique 
debt of gratitude is due...to the rescuer of 
noble memories, to the writer who searches 
them out and shares discoveries with others. 
Katherine Burton is such a writer...she has 
added another biographical interpretation to 
her already impressive list...A century be- 
fore Catholic Action, Pauline Jaricot was an 
outrider of the lay apostolate.’’ 
The Commonweal; ‘‘ ...Pauline Jaricot. . .is 
not vivid...her portrait is drawn not from 
primary historical documents...but from 
other biographies...But...one does come to 
know her spirit...’’ 
Nuntius Aulae: ‘‘To lead a religious life in 
a convent is one thing; to lead the same 
life in the world requires a courage and 
will worthy of sainthood. Katherine Burton 
is to be lauded and thanked for bringing to 
our attention in such a beautiful manner a 
new star in God’s saintly firmament. 
Extension: ‘‘...an inspiring re-creation of 
a heroic woman whose work is destined to 
grow greater and greater with each dec- 
ade.’’ 

A—HS—REC—REVD (p. 103) 


Dirty Eddie 


Ludwig Bemclmans Viking, $2.75 


John 8. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: 


‘¢.,.satire on Hollywood. ..more 











frequently broad than acute...For the most 
part...an outrageous burlesque. . . Several 
lapses into obscenity...’’ 


























































at 
A—DM = 
The Doctor Looks at the Large Family ° 
Duff S. Allen, M.D. ISO, 25¢ 
Conclusions from medical research told by a 
Catholic doctor—avoiding social and moral Th 
aspects. FY 
A—HS—REC ” 
tio 
Dust on the King’s Highway as 
Helen C. White Mag, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran 
script: ‘‘...interesting and informative, 
But...dramatic only at rare intervals... It ‘ 
drags and it wanders. It is slow and remote. 
No one who requires of a novel that it be Th 
graphic and intimate will enjoy this. But G 
there are others who will like it. . .’’ Am 
A—HS—F—REV (p. 13) seh 
aga 
The Eagle and the Cross 4 
Hubertus zu Loewenstein Mag, $2.75 
America: ‘*...a rather spotty story of a For 
young Irishman at the Crucifixion...and D 
how he is sent to Rome to report the mis. 
carriage of justice...in general the book @ The 
becomes boring.’’ app 
A—HS—F—REC (p. 37) nati 
A 
The Ebbing Tide 
Elisabeth Ogilvie Crowell, $2.75 § For 
The Catholic World: ‘‘...when you become M 
acelimated to the Maine atmosphere through § rhe 
the magic of Miss Ogilvie’s lovely words, § fy) 
and appreciate her evident knowledge of the Boner 
country she writes about with sincerity and § ities 
affection, you realize that here is a book of § in 5 
rare local color, and that even the plot has § Yor) 
taken a fair turn toward originality. It isa 9 stan 
book for your relaxed moments. ..’’ A- 
AW R—REV (p. 91) 
Madame Elisabeth of France For 
Yvonne de la Vergne (tr. Cornelia Ps 
C. Craigie) Herder, $4.00 ame 
The Commonweal: ‘‘...a eulogy of Prin Bok 
cess Elisabeth, the unmarried sister of Kin ry 
Louis XVI...the story of a pious princess... to 
who often thought of becoming a nun, but P - 
who decided to stand by her weak, well § °™ 
meaning brother... ’’ den 
ry 
A—F wl 
The Enchanted oe 
Martin Flavin Harper, $300 § °*" 
The Commonweal: ‘‘...has recaptured the § "adi 
whole rhythm of childhood, its peculiar relt by E 
tionship to the outer world, its timeless flor, 
its spontaneous and disarming reactions... ff Fred 
‘¢. There has been...in the life of thee § 
children a complete desertation on the part John 
of the adult world. The adults failed then § "ab 
from the start, and they go on failing then, @ femu 
everywhere, up to this total spiritual abar eighte 
donment on the island...This very poetic 4~ 
story makes us vibrate to the millions of F 
young reproachful voices of children... i. 
whom we have left bereft of even the taste The. 
of hope.’’ vu C 
A—F (WR)—REV (p. 51) Prane 
End of a Berlin Diary ft § 
William L. Shirer Knopf, $35! i ties 
America: ‘*... Berlin Diary was widely re! ff billig 
because it told the nation what it was eag’\§  4— 
yet dreaded to hear...The present book.» 
becomes more valuable and informative From 
the diary gives way to documents...@f Joh 





tured from the Germans...Here we find # 
solution of many of the questions we 
ourselves as...we followed the progres 
the war... ‘ 
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‘‘Shirer headed a committee to block the 
recognition of Franco’s Spain by the U.N. 
at San Francisco... (his) soft attitude to- 
ward Russia will not be popular with too 
many people...’’ 

AWR 


The European Cockpit 
William Henry Chamberlin Mae, $4.00 
«,,,an exploration of the post-war situa- 
tin as valuable for its clarity of statement 
as for the, accuracy of its analysis...’’ 
—Joseph E. Evans, German Corres- 
pondent for the Wall Street 
Journal. 
A—REC—REV (p. 117) 


The First Captain 
Gerald W. Johnson C-McC, $3.50 
America: ‘*...belongs to the ‘gee-whiz’ 
school of biography...That...pits its hero 
against the world...’’ [John Paul Jones]. 
A—DM 


Forced Labor in Soviet Russia 
David J. Dallin § Boris I. Nicolaevsky 
Yale, $3.75 
The Sign: ‘*...a reference book which will 
appeal primarily to close students of inter- 
national affairs.’? 
A—REC 


Forgotten First Citizen—John Bigelow 

Margaret Clapp LB, $4.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘...The number of use- 
ful causes to which he devoted tireless 
mergy is extraordinary. ..pre-Civil War pol- 
ities... prison reform...consul and minister 
in France...the Panama Canal...the New 
York Public Library...by any reaasonable 
standard, a brilliant suecess...’’ 

A—F 


For the Defense 

Lloyd Paul Stryker Doubleday, $5.00 
America: ‘‘...monumental piece of research 
...purports to be a biography of Thomas 
Erskine, a barrister who had a brief career 
« Chancelor of England...also an ambi- 
tious relation of the history of Britain and 
France. ..1750 and 1825... 

‘“... Erskine’s greatest contribution. . .he 
very successfully defended unjustified erimi- 
ul charges brought by the Government 
against many of its political enemies... 

“The aspiring trial lawyer will profit by 
rading the speeches and cross-examinations 
by Erskine here recounted... ’’ 


Frederick the Great 

G. P. Gooch Knopf, $5.00 
John J. O’Connor in America: ‘‘...an ad- 
nitable study of a robber who was also a 
gtius...will delight all students of the 
— eentury.’’ 


French Personalities and Problems 

D. W. Brogan Knopf, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*...Dennis Brogan. . . 
‘nites as if he were equally at home in 
France, Great Britain, or the United States 
---& spirited commentary upon French poli- 
" = culture... biographical profiles... 

ad 
A—F 


From Slavery to Freedom 


John Hope Franklin Knopf, $5.00 


Streator in The Commonweal: ‘‘... 
Manklin is a young Negro historian. . There 
‘little that is new in this volume...has 
‘torded mainly those folk whose names ap- 


pear most often in the weekly press...he 
wants the American Negro to help the na- 
tion better its world approach by some local 
house cleaning. He is right on that score, 
but this critic would differ on where to 
start.’’ 

A—SAT (WR) 


Friends and Lovers 

Helen MacInnes L B, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*...charm and story-telling skill of 
a practised novelist...morality illustrated 
by the central characters is woefully bad... 
because of the sympathy with which these 
errant people are invested, this is...a dan- 
gerous book. . .’’ 

A—DIS—REV (p. 85) 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB 
The Game Cock and Other Stories 
Michael McLaverty D-A, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘‘...a simplicity which 
defies analysis...which takes a touch of 
genius for the contriving...he writes with 
sensitivity and understanding . . . lyrical 
beauty.’’ 
A—HS—F—REV (p. 88) 


Garretson Chronicle 

Gerald Warner Brace Norton, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*...a satisfying, com- 
forting, and inspiring novel.’’ 

A—F—REVD (p. 121) 


The Gay Genius 

Lin Yutang Day, $3.75 
Biography of a versatile Chinese genius and 
poet of 900 years ago, with some possible 
value for specialists. 

A—SAT 


Gentleman’s Agreement 
Laura Z. Hobson 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*...leaves much to be desired as a 
novel...In making a case against one evil, 
Mrs. Hobson...has her ‘good’ characters 
espouse and show forth other moral evils 
quite as deleterious...could be incompara- 
bly stronger were it less muddled.’’ 
A—DM—REVD (p.11) 


Give Us Our Dream: 

Arthemise Goertz Whittlesey, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘‘...really, the story 
of a kindly busybody...a tale that is gay, 
humorous and sad by turns and written with 
a good sense of character delineation, if a 
somewhat cheap sense of values.’’ 

AWR 


The Great Tide 

Rubylea Hall DS &P, $3.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*...The 
various amours are flimsy, if highly colored, 
and, although Caline meets retribution and 
comes to her senses, her adulterous dalliance 
is too vividly and sympathetically represent- 
ed.’ 

A—DM 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
Gus the Great 

Thomas W. Duncan Lipp, $3.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*. . . Gus is 
a sleazy specimen morally, and, although the 
author would have one admire him, he 
leaves one cold, probably because the ‘ good’ 
people in the narrative are so spitefully 
earicatured . . . some unspeakably bad writ- 

? 


ee 
A-DIS-REV (p. 142) 


The Happy Prisoner 


Monica Dickens Lipp, $2.75 
A fairly amusing story of an English Major 
recuperating at his country estate and mak- 
ing a hobby of running the lives of other 
people. Satisfactory. —J.C.T. 

A-SAT 


Hawaii, the 49th State 

Blake Clark Doubleday, $3.00 
America: ‘*...endeavors to present a warm, 
human-interest picture of the ‘American 
Island Paradise’. . . provides entertaining 
reading, especially because of its pre- 
dilection for anecdotes and specifie ex- 
amples...’’ 

AWR 


The Heretics 

Humphrey Slater HB, $2.75 
Cc. G. Paulding in The Commonweal: 
‘¢. . . not too pleasant for a Catholic to 
read the first half of this novel . . . not too 
pleasant for a communist to read the second 
Cs ee 

‘‘The first: story tells what happened to 
a group of children . . . their parents had 
been burned at the stake for being Albigens- 
ians,i.e., heretics . . . The second . . . tells 
what happened to a group of British volun- 
teers in the Republican Army in Spain... 

‘«. . . might have been a stronger book, 
intellectually speaking, had there been 
greater insight into the serious problem of 
maintaining orthodoxy. But it has the merit 
of forcing anyone of good faith, Catholic 
or Communist, to weigh his conscience be- 
fore the facts of the past and the present.’’ 

A-DM 


House Divided 

Ben Ames Williams HM, $5.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . too 
long, but . . . not bloated. . . For the most 
part Mr. Williams avoids the lapses into 
cheapness and facile melodrama which have 
marred some of his other novels, but these 
are found here and there. . .’’ 

AWR 


Human Factors in Management 

Schuyler Dean Hoslett Harper, $3.50 
America: ‘‘. . . from the field of recent 
literature Mr. Hoslett has culled much that 
is significant. . . The four essays on the 
traming and nature of leadership are ex- 
cellent . . . well worthwhile for those en- 
gaged in industrial relations and in coun- 
seling. . .’’ 

A-F 


| Have Two Countries 

Mbonu Ojike Day, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘*. .. America through the eyes 
of a visiting Nigerian. . . 

‘¢. . . In fulfilling his lecture tours . . 
excursions into the deep South . . . experi- 
ences with Jim Crow aroused in him a de- 
sire to fight ‘racism’ all over the world. . . 

‘¢. . . Especially admirable are his faith 
. . . fair-mindedness, and his eschewing of 
the Leftist organizations which he saw foy 
what they are.’’ 

AWR 





Send all three selections of the 
Thomas More Book Club for Octo- 
ber. No other book club ever offered 
such a fine selection—COLEGIO 
PONCENO de VARONES, Ponce, 
Puerto Rico. 





BOOKS ON TRIAL 








December-January, 1947-48 








= 





| Want To Be Like Stalin 

Counts g& Lodge Day, $2.00 
A translation of a Russian official text, re- 
vealing the idolatrous attitude toward Stalin 
taught in Russian normal schools, and a 
glorification of the doctrine of subordinat- 
ing individuals to collectivity. 

Every phase of Soviet education is de- 
voted to exalting Communism, falsifying the 
views of the outside world, and inculeating 
hatred. School discipline is the basis for 
military discipline, and almost everything in 
the book indicates that Soviet leaders regard 
war as inevitable. Such being the case, pre- 
— for war permeate every phase of 

e. 

A-FIO 


The Illiterate Anglo-Saxon 

John William Adamson Mae, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘*...the Western 
world has been subjected to four centuries 
of a propaganda designed consistently to be- 
little, if not to vilify, the Middle Ages. . 
the most valuable justifications of the Mid- 
dle Ages come, tentatively, from the pens of 
non-Catholics . . . 

**Dr. Adamson . . . almost apologetically, 
and obviously reacting from the shibboletns 
of his own early training . . . presents a very 
scholarly defense of medieval education, and 
contrasts it favorably with modern sys- 
as.” 

A-F 


The Influence of Sea Power in 
Word! War Il 

W. D. Puleston Yale, $5.00 
America: ‘*. . . The best chapter is that on 
how the Navy proposes to adapt itself to 
atomic warfare.’’ 

A-SAT (WR) 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
It Was Mary 

Eleanor Arnett Nash A-C, $2.75 
America: ‘*. . . refreshing novel ... ap- 
pealing, sparkling written and teeming with 
Catholicism.It has romance, pathos, humor, 
intrigue and tragedy with such variety 
one’s interest never lags. So vivid and alive 
are the characters, so universal their prob- 
lems, that they seem of this, rather than a 
past generation . . . a splendid contribution 
towards a better world. . . 

‘*. . . within its brief pages is embodied 
clearly and in wunequivocable terms the 
Catholic code for every important phase of 
ad 

A-HS-F 





Jim Crow America 

Earl Conrad .. .. .. .. ..DS&P, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘... a white reporter 
for the Negro paper the Chicago Defender 

. tries to give the impression that he 
knows the mind of the ordinary Negro citi- 
zen, his book reflects the attitude of the 
professional Negro leader rather than that o 
the rank and file... 

‘¢. , . looks to organized labor . 
lation and socialism. . . 

‘*. . . in a book dotted with inconsisten- 
cies, subtly but definitely, proposes as sal- 
vation for the Negro, Communism, the sys- 
tem of government which denies the very 
basis of all human rights. . .’’ 

A-DM-REV (p. 46) 


“Just Tell the Truth” 

John L. Strohm Scribner, $3.50 
N. 8. Timasheff in The Sign: ‘*... Mr. 
John Strohm, former managing editor of the 
Prairie Farmer . . . visited collective farms 


. . legis- 











and factories, from the . . . Baltic to the 
Caucasus and Stalingrad . . . wherever he 
went ... followed by men from the NKVD 
who, hovewer, never interfered with his ac- 
tivities. Very wisely, he never tried to see a 
concentration camp. 

‘*Reporting what he heard, Mr. Strohm 
has not always sufficiently checked the re- 
liability of his information. 


‘*The book . . . beautifully illustrated ... - 


shows two things—Russia’s misery and the 
indomitable will of her people to overcome 
it.°” 

AWR-REV (p. 118) 


Kilvert’s Diary—1870-1879 
William Plomer Mae, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘*... A. L. Rowse com- 
pares this original work of great delicacy 
and beauty with Dorothy Wordsworth’s 
Journals ... places it among the best dozen 
Diaries ever written in England... 
«*.,.an Angelican curate... left twenty- 
two notebooks of day by day jottings... 
has a few criticisms of his own clergy. . .’’ 
A-F 


LITERARY GUILD 
Kingsblood Royal 

Sinclair Lewis Random, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in Ameria: ‘‘. . . I 
think, one of the weakest of Lewis’ efforts. 
It shows in quite a garish light that Mr. 
Lewis is still thinking in terms of the Bab- 
bitry of the ‘twenties; its characters are 
clothes-horses draped in the vesture of a 
Cause; its motivation is weak .. . labors 
creakingly ... it is noteworthy that all the 
profanity in the book, of which there is a 
devil’s plenty, is in the mouths only of the 
‘respectable’ white people. . .’’ 
The Catholic Transcript: ‘‘. . . shows flashes 
of his former fire and power.’’ 
John 8. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*... aimed at anti-Negro prejudice 
. . . often crude and always awkward ... 
not without power, and certainly caluculated 
to make most readers re-examine their anti- 
pathies in the light of reason.’’ 

A—F—REV (p. 5) 


Knock On Any Door 

Willard Motley A-C, $3.00 
The Commonweal; ‘‘, . . a dramatization of 
the fate of a boy who lives and dies in the 
Chicago slums .. . served as an altar-boy 
and aspired to the priesthood ... becomes a 
brutal, half-conscious beachcomber in West 
Madison Street, living off holdup victims, 
homosexuals, and women . . . walks to the 
electric chair for murder. . . 

‘*. . . he has a tendency occasionally to 

overwrite .. . to use a lot of fireworks bor- 
rowed from other writers ... the fault is a 
lack of subtlety . . . melodramatic .. . in 
his eagerness to present his case, he makes 
his hero a somnambulist. . .’’ 
John §S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*... Dealing with vileness, the work 
is harshly outspoken in its canvass of corrup- 
tion. But its picture of one young Ameri- 
ean’s downfall, thongh marked by more than 
a suggestion of determinism, is inescapably 
thought-provoking.’’ 

AWR—REV (p. 5) 


Ferdinand Lasalle: Romantic 
Revolutionary 


David Footman Yale, $3.50 


H. A. Reinhold in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . 
an excellent job of digesting, organizing and 
high-lighting Lasalle’s life... 
history .. 


sober, good 
. its reading is pleasantly engag- 
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ing, while amusing and earnestly instruc. E 
as T 
A—SAT ‘ 
| 
Late City Edition 8 
J. G. Herzberg Holt, $3.00 te 
A very interesting description of the mak. of 
ing of a newspaper, from the starting of the ef 
story until it ends on the street and becomes 
shelf paper on the morrow. Author is city 
editor of the New York Herald Tribune. M 
A—SAT . 
Latin America: Land of a Golden Legend fi 
Olive Holmes § Hubert C. Herring Uf 
Foreign Policy Assn., 35¢ Ct 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . a marvel of con- D 
densation, it suffers from the author’s pre. 80 
dilection for the anti-God movements in Per vi 
and Mexico. .. The apology for totalitarian. fe 
ism, offered by Miss Holmes. . . is exactly : 
that suggested by Marxists in every part of wi 
the world. . .’’ Ww 
A—DM 
Let’s Talk About Children A 
Elizabeth Bradford P i, $2.50 
The Sign: ‘*. . . a short book based on a 
series of radio broadcasts. . . informal, chat- Th 
ty, and devoid of the technical and pseudo- anc 
psychological jargon that infects so many § °°: 
books on child care. . . She concludes witha § ¢ § 
plea for giving children firm religiou § 
S| dd str 
A—FAV—REV (p. 142) 4 
Lonely Crusade My 
Chester Himes Knopf, $3.00 | 
The Commonweal: ‘. . . a highly probable § 4™ 
theme about ... a young Negro... who § 
has just been hired as a union organizer § "4 
... Los Angeles... 1943 . . . sets out to 9°: 
organize Negro workers ... is warned 9. 
against the communists, but he falls fora littl 
girl, the usual ‘Commy bait,’ at the fint § ™ 
party he attends. . . The only thing signifi: § 
cant about this girl is that she is white... A 
oF . about the moral. . . there is no The 
moral in evidence. . .’’ H 
ian Ame 
sine 
The Loving Are the Daring cee 
Brooke Conway P A, $3.00 & oy, 
The Sign: ‘*. .. finished skill . . . drama, near 
humor, pathos, and triumph. . . an entirely appe 
worthwhile book.’’ sroe 
A—FAV—REVD (p. 142) “ 
§ 
Lucky Forward = 
Col. Robert S. Allen Vanguard, $5.00 Bt, 
Paul Kiniery in America; ‘*. . . Allen was A 
in command of Combat Intelligence on Ger 
eral Patton’s Staff. .. For Patton he ha § Nica 
unbounded admiration. .. If profanity 0. 
makes a book altogether unacceptable toy # Ame 
it would be well to avoid this volume..- @ who 
Allen is fully convinced that Patton’s & @... 
forts were often blocked by his superiors = 
me cle ( 
AWR * ; 
MERCHANT PRINCE 
The Marshall Fields CAT 
John Tebbel Dutton, $3.75 Bf No | 
Little that is new in this saga of the Chr Jo 
eago merchant who ran $400 capital up tO Hare 
$150,000,000; and his son and grandson Cred 
F. III, owner of PM in New York and 1 & to. 
Sun in Chicago. ; Main 
The author believes that Marshall Fiel § tm 
III and his son will endeavor to advan? & pects 
sound social contributions through the @ of, 
—J.C.T. B& thig 







publishing efforts. CT. 
AWR 
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pOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
The Moneyman 

Thomas B. Costain 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
gript: ‘‘. . . lengthy and cumbrously put 
together historical novel . . . without the sap 
of life. . . a printed equivalent of a techni- 
color costume picture. . .’” 

A—SAT (WR) : 
Mountain Village 

Chun-Chan Yeh Putnam, $2.75 
BE. V. R. Wyatt in The Commonweal: ‘‘.. . 
first ‘novel’... 1920’s... a village on the 
upper Yangtse. . . We believe that Chun- 
Chan Yeh is a name worth remembering. ’’ 
Dorothy G. Wayman in America: ‘‘... 


something fresh and charming. . . Chinese 
villagers. .. Their doings ... problems . 
feelings .. . 1920-30... 


‘«. . . His English style is clear, direct, 
vivid; his understanding of human nature 
wide and keen.’’ 

A—F 


A Multitude of Living Things 

Lorus J. Milne and Margery J. Milne 

DM, $4.00 

The Commonweal: ‘‘The Drs. Milne, a man- 
and-wife team of young biological scientists 
... and excellent book for readers who want 
a sound volume of information about the 
wonders of the countryside, simply and 
srightforwardly presented. . .’’ 

A—F 


My Father’s House 

Meyer Levin Viking, $2.50 
America: ‘*The most tragic aftermath of 
the recent war... children . . . shocked and 
weakened by years in concentration camps 
... most... incidents are authentic. . . 

“Tf the author’s aim... is to gain a 
little more sympathy and understanding for 
an oppressed people .. . he has undoubtedly 
succeeded. ’? 

A—F (WR) 


The New Slavery 

Hoffman Nickerson Doubleday, $3.50 
America: ‘‘, . . traces the history of slavery 
since pagan times, when it was universally 
aeepted. . . During the Middle Ages, in 
Christian countries at least, slavery disap- 
peared as an approved system, only to re- 
appear with the enslavement of the Ne- 
groes. . . 

‘The thesis . . . is that the present Soviet 
ystem is nothing less than a genuine slav- 
ey, enveloped in the elaborate forms of 
state organization. ..’’ 

A—SAT 


Nicanor of Athens 

0. F. Grazebrook Mae, $3.00 
America: ‘*, . . Nieanor, son of a merchant 
who made money on the war with Sparta 

. Was an eye-witness of the catastrophe 
of Syracuso . . . Seldom have the lessons of 
tistory been brought to bear so tellingly on 
* problems of modern times. . .’’ 

—F 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION 
No Lasting Home 

Joseph Dever Bruce, $3.00 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘‘... a 
editable first novel, nothing more... the 
ho-patterned neatness of this plot is not the 
tain weakness. That arises from what seem 
me the neat little packages of various as- 
pects of Catholic thought which are dropped 
from time to time, as though the author 
is book, particularly those dealing with 


were saying ‘yes, now it’s time to make the 
point again that this is a Catholic book.’ 
... I rarely advert to the editing of novels 
in my reviews, but I think I ought to here. 
The punctuation is very slipshod; misprints 
are .frequent. Catholic publishing deserves 
better. ’’ 
Herbert O’H. Walker, S. J., in Queen’s 
Work: **... The book... is not too com- 
petent. The dialogue is common, splashed 
through with the milder forms of profanity, 
more real than clever. The teaching of the 
rights of labor to organize . . . very brief 
and undeveloped. The vocation angle comes 
in too late and is unexpected. . . Dever has 
made a good beginning and though some of 
his tavern scenes and suggested happenings 
in the moonlight are going to be shocking 
to young readers, his second novel can easily 
show more finesse in dealing with life in 
the raw.’’ 
Don G. Hogarty in The Catholic Messenger, 
Davenport: ‘‘. . . merely another first novel 
. . « Dever displays a certain collegiate 
snobbishness inconsistent with the immatur- 
ity of his own craftsmanshin, . .’’ 
A—HS—SAT—REV (p.77) 


On Understanding Science 

James B. Conant Yale, $2.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . series of lectures 
on the Terry Foundation of Yale Univer- 
sity . . . affirms his belief that failure to as- 
similate science into our western culture is 
the reason why so many feel spiritually 
lost. .. He therefore undertakes to convey a 
better understanding of science to our fu- 
ture lawyers, writers, teachers, politicians, 
public servants and business men... . 

‘*Well informed and tightly packed, the 
book fits nicely into tho plan of a foundation 
that seeks to encourage loyalty to truth and 
devotion to human welfare irrespective of 
philosophical and religious tests. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


One with God Is a Majority 

Sol Bloom Putnam, $1.00 
Sixteen pages of personal inspirational af- 
firmations by the noted Congressman. A 
praiseworthy effort, although couched in hazy 


general terms. —J.C.T. 
A—SAT (WR) 
Operation Moscow 
Christopher Norborg Dutton, $3.50 
Waldemar Gurian in America: ‘‘... (by a) 


Norwegian Presbyterian minister who was a 
leading member of the OSS and UNRRA 

. contains many excellent ideas. . . More 
emphasis upon concrete issues would have in- 
creased the value of this book. . .’’ 

N. S. Timasheff in The Sign: ‘‘...aplan 
of action aiming at the preservation of peace 
and of the basic freedoms at least outside 
the zone of Soviet occupation. The author, 
a Norwegian by birth, was the chief of the 
Northern European section of the UNR- 
RA... 

‘*The intentions of the author are excel- 
lent and the book is well written. . .’’ 


Operation Victory 

Major General Sir Francis de Guingand 

Scribner, $3.75 

The Commonweal: ‘‘, .. the story of Field 
Marshal Montgomery . . . also, mildly, an 
interesting side commentary on the Ameri- 
can Army ... by Montgomery’s Chief of 
Staff... full of tactics .. . easy comment 
... good sense... : 

‘¢”. . some terribly annoying sections in 


Montgomery’s personal manner of conduct- 
ing things, and, indeed, his personal man- 
ners. . .”’ 

America: ‘‘. ..a deseription of certain 
higher-level phases of World War II as seen 
through the eyes of Field Marshal Mont- 
gomery’s Chief of Staff . . . the emphasis 
throughout ... is on British. not American 
feats of arms. . .’’ 

AWR 


Or Forfeit Freedom 

Robert Wood Johnson Doubleday, $2.50 
America: ‘‘If every American business man, 
and labor leader . . . read and tried to put 
into practice the principles and practical 
suggestions sensibly explained in this vol- 
ume, our economic world would be much 
saner, healthier and more prosperous. . . Al- 
most everything Mr. Johnson writes makes 
sense. .. The book is a must for anyone in- 
terested in the problems of production or 
industrial relations. ’’ 

A—REC 


The Other Room 

Worth Tuttle Hedden Crown, $2.75 
The Catholic World: ‘*. . . a southern girl 
accepts a teaching position in a New Orleans 
college, not realizing that it is a school for 
Negroes. . . In the process of breaking down 
the girl’s prejudices, the author prods the 
heroine into a romance with a young Negro 
professor. .. A novel with a theme such as 
this naturally calls for depth and drama; 
unfortunately, The Other Room has little of 
either . . . stretches of poor and frequently 
careless writing.’’ 

A—SAT—REC (p. 142) 


CATHOLIC LITERARY FOUNDATION 
Out of Many Waters 

Marie Cecilia Buehrle Bruce, $2.75 
America: ‘*. . . the story of Erna Roths- 
child; and her long journey from her Jewish 
environment in Germany into the Catholic 
Church in America. . . 

‘‘. . . beautifully written in picturesque 

and flawless English . . . well told and will 
appeal to readers of all ages.’’ 
The Catholic World: ‘*... with dignity, 
faith and beauty . . . the true story of Erna 
Rothschild, wife of Dr. Rothschild, head of 
the International Publishing House in Ber- 
lin. .. The lover of romance will be beguiled 
by the three vividly recounted love s‘ories .. 
= documentary value . . . spiritual seren- 
My. « 

A—HS—F 


The Passion Left Behind 

Lewis Crommelin Masefield Mae, $2.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘ A study in motives be- 
hind not only actions, but emotions and 
thoughts . . . the work of . . . one curious 
about the inner workings of human beings as 
an engineer might be about a piece of ma- 
chinery . . . the taking apart of people with 
the thoroughness and integrity of a scien- 
tist. . . 


People and Power , 

Harvey Fergusson Morrow, $3.00 
America: ‘‘, ; . in many ways one of the 
most provocative of the new psychological 
analyses of political behavior. In his view, 
deductive thinking is characterized mainly 
by a ‘profound futility,’ whereas the induc- 
tive method is the procedure by which the 
‘human animal has learned all that he truly 
knows,’ ry ; 

‘¢. . . in his view all men, except for a 
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few morons and psychotics, are actually 
capable of truly scientific thought...a 
really searching analysis of our contem- 
porary society ... deserves wide reading. 
Interestingly and clearly written. . .’’ 

AWR 


Peter Abelard 

Helen Waddell Holt, $3.00 
America: ‘*. . . a reissue of the classic of 
1933 ... a distinguished novel. . .’’ 

A—F 


Postscript to Yesterday: America: 
The Last Fifty Years s 
Lloyd Morris Random, $5.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . attempt to explain 
how the American optimism of a half cen- 
tury ago turned to pessimism .. . presented 
in a facile, ironical, superior fashion. Seldom 
has a critic enjoyed with greater relish the 
sport he makes of prominent figures . . 
bright and entertaining. . .’’ 
A—SAT 


LITERARY GUILD 
Prince of Foxes 
Samuel Shellabarger LB, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*. . . tedious . . . capital defect... 
is shallowness of characterization . . . lack- 
ing in interest to the mature reader. . . és 
A—SAT (WR)—REVD (p.79) 


The Proper Bostonians 

Cleveland Amory Dutton, $4.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . the first in a new 
‘Society in America Series’ . . . to be ‘de- 
voted to the important cities and sections of 
this country’ .. . ‘to portray the individual 
characteristics, to underscore the idiosyncra- 
cies, and to trace the growth of sectional so- 
cieties with special emphasis on local tradi- 
tions and on the personalities who embody 
them.’.. : 

‘¢. >. a lively if somewhat supeficial 
start . . . invades private life in a manner 
not uninfluenced by the School of Winchell 
... Mr. Amory is a Proper Bostonian him- 
self, of Milton, Nahant, and Harvard ante- 
cedents. . .’’ 

A—SAT 


LITERARY GUILD 
Proud Destiny 

Lion Feuchtwanger Viking, $3.50 
John S. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘‘. . . The 
villain of the piece is the Catholic Church 
in particular and supernatural religion in 
general. ‘To knock down the whole obscene 
structure and scatter the worthless dust and 
rubbish’ of these is the indispensable condi- 
tion of progress. . . His thesis is hammered 
home by every device at the author’s com- 
mand. . .’’ 

A—DIS—REV (p. 123) 


The Red Plotters 

Hamilton Fish , 

Dom. & For. Off. Com., $1.00 

A graphic story of Communist infiltration— 
particularly in America—with due credit to 
the Church for its opposition. Fish was 
chairman of a congressional investigating 
committee. Recommended. 

A—REC 


The Red Prussian. The Life and 

Legend of Karl Marx 
Leopold Schwarzschild 

Waldemar Gurian in The 


Seribner, $4.00 
Commonweal : 


‘¢. . . Schwarzschild’s attitude towards Marx 
is rather similar to Marx’s own attitude to- 
wards his enemies. Marx is pictured in the 


darkest colors. . . 

‘*Marx’s prosecutor . . . goes too far in 
his attacks against the defendant. . . inter- 
esting to compare Schwarzschild’s dismissal 
of Marx with those of quite a different type 
of non-Marxian economist — Schumpeter, 
whose ‘Capitalism, Socialism, and Democ- 
racy’ includes many refutations of Marx’s 
fundamental concepts and theories, but also 
recognizes his importance. . . 

‘*An ostentatious display of footnotes 
does not cover up the superficial and sensa- 
tional character of Sechwarzschild’s attempt- 
ed biography. . .’’ 

AWR 


Rehearsal for Conflict 

Alfred Hoyt Bill Knopf, $4.50 
America: ‘‘. .. popular account of the Mex- 
ican War... diverting reading. . . 

‘¢. . . has the usual expressions of disdain 
for a Mexican society stultified, we are told, 
by a ‘rigid Counter-Reformation Roman 
Catholicism that had grown moribund and 
corrupt,’ and ‘where the numbers of chil- 
dren rivaled that of the goats’.’’ 


A—DM 
The Revolt of Asia 

Robert Payne Day, $3.50 
America: ‘*. . . Its material ... is to a con- 


siderable extent quite fresh and stimulating. 
Payne has undertaken to describe what he 
rather bombastically calls ‘the greatest sin- 
gle event in history (sic)—the revolt of the 
peoples of Asia which became everywhere 
apparent in 1945, is still continuing, and 
‘will shake the world throughout the next 
generation.’. . . 

‘*In addition to his predilection for com- 
munist leaders, Mr. Payne is guilty of over- 
simplifications, especially when he attributes 
to Asia a unity which it does not pos- 
sess...’ 

A—DM 


Revolution Before Breakfast 
Ruth and Leonard Greenup 
Chapel Hill, $4.00 
The Sign: ‘‘The ‘revolution’. . . was the 
comparatively placid overthrow of President 
Castillo’s Argentine government... 1943... 

‘*. . . this chronicle of the impressions of 
the journalistic couple ... is seldom as 
amusing as it strives to be, but frequently 
is interesting and informative. . 

‘«. .. While no breath of animus stirs 
these pages, the absence of many necessary 
distinctions and understandings makes the 
Church come off a totalitarian ogre. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Richer by Asia 

Edmond Taylor H M, $3.75 
The Commonweal: ‘‘... certainly a_ well- 
intentioned book. Reflecting on two and a 
half years’ stay in India. . . a good report- 
er... filled with an admirable enthusiasm 
for one world . . . eager to promote the spir- 
itual foundations of that woorld . . . makes 
a determined effort to understand, to exam- 
ine and discipline his reactions .. . to find a 
philosophy of integration and wholeness. . . 

‘¢. . . the author admits he has not as 
yet been able to give the reader a coherent 
and comprehensive summary of what his 
thought is. . .’’ 

AWR 


Ride East! Ride West! 

Anne Powers Bobbs, $2.75 
America: ‘*, . . an historical novel of Eng- 
lish conquest in the thirteenth century. . . 


ce 


The hackneyed plot . . . is relieved by some 
vivid and colorful writing.’’ 
A—DM 


The Ring and the Cross 

Robert Rylee Knopf, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘*. . . a novel about hi 
finance, politics, and the class struggle in 
coastal Texas. .. In a sense... a debate 
over the future order of society... 

‘*. . . the characters tend to be embodi. 

ments of points of view. . . The background 
is tense, but the reader who takes his de 
light in craftsmanship will not find much 
satisfaction here.’’ 
America: ‘‘. . . political and labor problems 
that rise in a Texas port... during the 
war... a talkative novel ... the story ends 
with violence and confusion reigning.’’ 

A—DM 


The Ring and the Dream 

Margaret Osborn 
America: ‘*, .. strangely compelling first 
novel .. . of two people. . . One is an old 
woman, cultivated, accustomed to luxury... 
The other . . . a despicable little man, dirty, 
crafty, dishonest, a petty criminal . . . both 
were destroyed physically and morally by 
wealth—one by possessing it, one by covet- 
ing it. .. 

‘¢. .. Mrs. Osborn’s style, though beauti- 
ful, is effortless and never gets in the way 
of the story. ..’’ 

A—SAT—REV .(p. 15) 


Harper, $2.75 


The Rocky Road to Dublin 

Seumas MacManus D-A, $3.00 
Don G. Hogarty in The Catholic Messenger, 
Davenport: ‘‘. . . the story of the boyhood 
and youth of seventy-eight year old Seumas 
MacManus in the back-country of Donegal 
. .. The author of more than thirty books, 
MacManus has probably reached his peak 
in ‘‘The Rocky Road to Dublin.’’ The story 
has a rhythm rarely met with today. It has 
successfully captured the romance, enchant- 
ment, drama, and humor of life as it was 
and still is, to some extent, in Donegal. Al 
the family will enjoy it. ..’’ 

A—HS—F 


Russia: The Giant That Came Last 

Joshua Kunita D M, $5.00 
W. H. Chamberlin in The Chicago Tribune: 
‘*. . . a sketch of Russian history from the 
earliest times to the revolution of 1917... 
In general . . . the book is written with ret 
sonable scholarly accuracy . .. a handy ref- 
erence work for the ideas of Russia’s 19th 
century revolutionaries . . . strongly tinged 
with sympathy with Marxist and Leninist 
theories. . .’’ 

A—DM 


Russia’s Europe 

Hal Lehrman A-O, $3.15 
Says Virginia Kirkus: ‘‘... the conver 
sion of a liberal from faith in the Soviet # 
recognition of the Soviet Union and its it 
satiable greed for expansion as the mal 
threat in the world today. . .’? We have no 
read it. 

FIO 


St. Malachy’s Court 

Olivia Robertson Odyssey, $2.0 
The Chicago Tribune: ‘‘. . . patronising 
incredibly affected book about what readem 
are asked to believe is life in a 
slum. .. Hardly any of her characte 
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whether youngsters or their grownup rela- 
tives, bear any resemblance to creatures of 
jesh and blood. . . Miss Robertson . . . we 
fear, imagines she has created something 
quite, quite whimsical. . .’’ 

A—O 


woRSE AND WORSE 
The Saxon Charm 

Frederic Wakeman Rinehart, $2.75 
Shore Leave and The Hucksters marked 
Wakeman as a trafficker in debauchery. This 
latest book is equally obnoxious. Degrading. 

—J.C.T. 
The Commonweal: ‘*. .. his hero, an irre- 
istibly evil, fabulously ‘gifted’ director ... 
tas, in his subtle heel fashion, seduced so 
nany infatuated demoiselles that his prowess 
in sex alone establishes an all-time record 
for amorous gyrations .. . the shennanigans 
. are described with even worse taste 

than is found in most vulgar current fic- 
tion. . « 

‘Tt is all very depressing . . 
aample of vulgarity. . .’’ 

A—DIS 


. a revolting 


Slightly Out of Focus 

Robert Capa Holt, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*... story of a succession of D- 
Days in the European war theatre .. . ac- 
«mpanied by many of the photographs that 
brought him fame when they appeared in 
life and Collier’s. . . 

“With the regularity of a metronome, 
(apa breaks out in a mental rash over what 
te calls the menace of ‘Spanish Fascism’ 
... he had fought with the Loyalists and 
from time to time mouths the familiar plati- 
tudes, political misconceptions, and bromides 
ince associated with that long and bitter 
battle. . .”” 

4—DM 


Smoke Over Birkenau 

Jadwiga Szmaglewska Holt, $3.50 
The Sign: ‘*... a total of about five mil- 
lion people were burned in the Nazi crema- 
tories of Oswiecim (Auschwitz) and Birke- 
mu... The author is a young Polish girl 
who lived in Birkenau from . . . her arrest 
by the Gestapo, until the liberation in 
1945... 

“. .. The book presents an unvarnished 
acount of the indignities and moral degra- 
lation suffered by the prisoners. . .’’ 

4A—SAT (WR) 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


%! You Want to Get Married 

Dorothy Fremont Grant Bruce, $2.50 
The Universe Bulletin, Cleveland: ‘‘... an 
aeellent book on marriage and the prelimi- 
laries of marriage . . . a rare combination 
of realism and idealism... 

David W. Twomey in America: ‘‘. . . with 
tage and informality, she speaks to girls in 
‘feminine manner . . . filled with under- 
tanding insight . . . uniformly sound. . .’’ 
John §. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
wript: ‘*. |. marriage is considered as a 
‘ation, a top fight career, and a road to 
personal sanctification. .°. Grow up or give 
ip, these are the alternatives . . . an excel- 
lat paragraph on child-bearing as the ful- 
iment of women. . . Perhaps the best pages 
nthe book are those on mixed marriage... 
there is sound substance here.’’ 

4—HS—REC 


Seciety, Culture and Personality 
Pitirim A. Sorokin Harper, $5.00 
Tht Catholic World: ‘‘.. . in the main a re- 


. 
working of Dr. Sorokin’s basie concepts of 
society ...to align them with the latest 
trend in sociologieal thinking: the problem 
of personality in culture. . . 

‘*Tn his explanation of social process he is 
still vaguely Hegelian... In the analysis of 
society the author starts with the generic 
phenomenon of meaningful human interae- 
tion and goes on to groups, their forms, 
stratification and classification. . .’’ 

AWR 


Speaking Frankly 

James F. Byrnes Harper, $3.50 
America: ‘*. . . To him the public is enti- 
tled to know, right now .. . what went on 
behind the scenes at critical stages. . . The 
former Secretary is firmly convinced that the 
Soviet Union wishes to prolong the making 
of peace for both Austria and Germany... 
This book will strengthen the hands of our 


negotiators... . It was certainly written with 
that aim in view. ..’’ 
A—F 


Speaking of Cardinals 

Thomas B. Morgan Putnam, $3.00 
Robert I. Pihale, S.J., in Catholic Review 
Service: ‘*. .. Formality and starch are 
abandoned. The author, a _ non-Catholic, 
speaks of the ecclesiastics as personal 
friends, living human lives with pastimes, 
hobbies, wit, along with the heavy responsi- 
bilities, business problems, diplomatic com- 
plications, and spiritual care of their 
flocks. . .’’ 
The Sign: ‘*. .. His knowledge of the Vati- 
can and its workings, gathered through twen- 
ty-seven years as a reporter in Rome, can- 
not be rivaled by that of any other Ameri- 
CRMs. «477 


A—HS—F 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH-CLUB 
The Story of Mrs. Murphy 

Natalie Anderson Scott Dutton, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*. .. uncommonly unpleasant read- 
ing . . . without a glimmer of grace. . . In 
the character of the priest and in innumera- 
ble other particulars, the author is grossly 
ignorant of something she professes to treat 
familiarly and expertly.’’ 

A—DIS—REV (p. 80) 


Struggle on the Veld 

Roderick Peattie Vanguard, $3.50 
Eva J. Ross in The Sign: ‘‘The author of 
this very readable book holds the chair ‘of 
geography at Ohio State University and is 
the editor of the American Mountain Series 
travel books . .. his war years, spent in pub- 
licizing the United States for the O. W. I. 
in South Africa. . . Nobody who wishes to 
know more about South Africa. . . will re- 
gret the purchase of this book.’’ 

AWR 


The Sure Hand of God 

Erskin Caldwell DS &P, $2.75 
Time: ‘*The godless little acre of squalor 
and lechery staked out by . . . Caldwell has 
been tilled to exhaustion, but (he) still goes 
on. . 


‘*’.. gamy enough to attract the cen- 
sors ... little to merit anyone else’s atten- 
tion.’’ 

A—DIS 


Survey of Labor Economics 


Florence Peterson Harper, $4.00 


The Commonweal: ‘‘, .. Her previous books, 
American Labor Unions and Handbook of 








CORRECTION 

It’s a fine line—albeit a double- 
curved one—between inanity and in- 
sanity, but Sister M. Verona, O.P., 
one of our much-prized Juvenile erit- 
ics, wishes it to be known that ‘‘in- 
ane’’ and not ‘‘insane’’ was the word 
she wanted in her review of Blue Re- 
membered Hills (Oct.-Nov. BOT). 


Labor Unions, both won well-merited praise 
... this volume... is intended as a study 
of labor as ‘one special field of econom- 
ies’ . . . rather than analysis of ‘ pathologi- 
cal phenomena.’ . . . The reader in search 
of important facts in massive doses will not 
be disappointed. . . This volume will fit well 
on your shelves between two recent books, 
Charles Gregory’s Labor and the Law, and 
the Twentieth Century Fund’s America’s 
Needs and Resources.’’ 
A—F 


MAURIAC 
Therese 

Francois Mauriac Holt, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘...a superb study of 
a twisted personality. Mauriac, in the Fore- 
word, snubs the normal, nice people. They 
‘have no story for me to tell, but I know 
the secrets of the hearts that are deep 
buried in, and mingled with the filth of the 
flesh.’ It is hard to understand his purpose 
in telling the story of this fascinating mon- 
ster. .. 

‘*.... a master of psychological penetra- 
tion .. . he leaves Therese at the end of the 
book a filthy bird in a filthy cage with no 
merit save her frenzy for freedom... 

‘*. . . definitely not a Catholic novel, un- 
less you regard it as implying that life 
without grace is a hornet’s nest. . . If you 
like morbid tragedy, you will like this story 
of a lost soul. ..’’ 


Helen Iswolsky in The Commonweal: 
ce 
dismissed in criminal court, but who is 
doomed to pay with years of desolate suffer- 
ing and haunting remembrances . . . a mas- 
terful, beautifully written work, relating a 
hideous plot, yet never exaggerating its as- 
pects; all that it does is to magnify like the 
lens of a microscope the germs and miasma 
of selfish, secluded lives. . . 

‘*The impossibility of being... . fully 
judged by human standards is what distin- 
guishes real, living persons from ‘charac- 
ters of fiction.’ Therese is a living per- 
son. . . Where does sin and, salvation be- 
gin? Mauriac draws no definite line. . . The- 
rese is neither the repentant Magdalen, nor 
the unrepentant small-town murderer. The 
author has bestowed on her his own gift of 
pitiless introspection and _self-analysis, 
which digs deep into the soul. . . 

‘*Mauriac tells us that .. . he did not de- 
seribe Therese’s last moments, because he 
did not find the priest capable of receiving 
her confession. But he adds that now he 
knows that such a man exists, truly express- 
ing the charity of God which she is awaiting 
so desperately. ..’’ 

(Holt & Co. are bringing out a uniform 
edition, of which the above is the second 
volume. The first was Woman of the Phari- 
sees. Vipers’ Tangle will be included later.) 

AWR 





. . the poisoner Therese, whose case was: 
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THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


Thinking It Over 

Thomas F. Woodlock MeMullen, $3.00 
The Sign: ‘‘... one of America’s most dis- 
tinguished Catholic laymen. . . This collec- 
tion will permit the reading public to enjoy 
the benefits of his broad knowledge, varied 
experience highly trained mind, and facile 
pen. The issues treated are among the most 
perplexing of the twentieth century. . .’’ 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


This Is My Story 

Louis Francis Budenz Whittelsey, $3.00 
Dominicana: ‘‘. . . The prominence of Mr. 
Budenz’ former position in the Communist 
Party, together with the sobriety of his 
judgment—both recommend this book as of 
outstanding value to the serious reader who 
desires an unbiased and factual account. . .’’ 
The Sign: ‘‘. . . this book should help con- 
vince Americans of goodwill and courage 
that it is impossible here or abroad for 
Communism and Democracy to live to- 
gether. ..’’ 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . timeliness itself 
.. . It is exactly the thing for anyone who 
wants to know how the US Party operates, 
how the orders get through from Mos- 
ee eg 


LITERARY GUILD 


The Tin Flute 

Gabrielle Roy R&H, $3.00 
The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . an uneven book... 
dull passages and gauche repetitions and its 
dialogue is unconvincing at times. But...a 
great talent shines through . . . strong and 
sincere—and often extremely moving—pic- 
ture of tragedy in our time. . .’’ 
The Catholic World: ‘‘. . . somber tale out 
of which but one truly noble character em- 
erges. . . Realistically written, its purpose 
is not too well defined . . . cheerless story.’’ 

A—SAT (WR)—REVD (p. 53) 


To Secure These Rights 
S&S, $1.00 
The report of the President’s Committee on 
Civil Rights—just published. 
FIO 


Treason’s Peace 

Howard Watson Ambruster 

Beechhurst, $3.75 

The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . the type of book 
that sees one source of evil, but so over- 
emphasizes it that its pathos falls flat... 
nothing but a violent accusation not only of 
the German chemical trust, but of Standard 
Oil ... duPont... Ford Motor... Dow 
Chemical . .. and any other American firm 
which ever collaborated with the German 
trust one way or another. . .’’ 

A—DM 


A Treasury of Mexican Folkways 


Frances Toor Crown, $5.00 
James A. Magner (author of Men of Mez- 
ico) in The Commonweal: ‘‘. . . Frances 
Toor is not herself a Catholic. ..Her general 
thesis...is that the Catholic faith, among 
these ethnic groups, rests as a veneer upon 
a strongly surviving and highly picturesque 
paganism...For her, although in a thor- 
oughly kindly spirit, there seems to be no 
substantial difference between the pagan 
legends and what she refers to as ‘the Chris- 
tian myths’...With this important observa- 
ae book may be recommended... ’’ 

A 


Harry Truman: A Political Biography 

William P. Helm DSP, $3.00 
America: ‘‘, . . while it does offer some 
new light . . . can hardly be described as 
either penetrating or definitive ... a good, 
careful report of Truman’s record as U. 8S. 
Senator. .. 

‘*In one respect . . . did display consis- 
tency . . . in his Jeffersonian hostility to 
bigness. . . ‘a thousand county-seat towns of 
7,000 people are a thousand times more im- 
portant to this Republic than one city of 
7,000,000.’ ...? 

A—SAT 


Two Blades of Grass 

T. Swann Harding Oklahoma U, $3.50 
The Commonweal: ‘‘, . . The author mani- 
fests an encyclopedic grasp of the scientific 
activities of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, with which he has long been asso- 
ciated ... (and which is the) fascinating 
subject of this book. ..’’ 

A—F 


BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 
Vespers in Vienna 

Bruce Marshall H M, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*Wit, sharp good sense, and warm 
humanity . . . has not the body or consis- 
tency of a novel . . . occasionally it strikes 
one as more glib than incisive . . . touches 
of vulgarity. . .’’ 

A—F—REV (p.77) 
MAURIAC AGAIN 
Viper’s Tangle 

Francois Mauriac S&W, $3.00 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Tran- 
script: ‘*. . . one of those rare well-like 
novels which one cannot exhaust, which re- 
mains engaging and profoundly moving in 
one encounter after another . . . easy to de- 
tect the avarice, the hatred, the pride. . . 

‘*Here is searching portraiture, a stinging 
indictment, a taut narrative set forth in a 
masterly way, something to hold one fascin- 
ated to the final page and at the same time 
chasten and instruct one’s soul. . .’’ 
The Catholic World: ‘*... probably 
Mauriaec’s best novel in which, with his 
usual psychological genius, the French 
writer tells a penetrating story of an old 
miser. . .°? 
Time: ‘*. . . one need not share his faith 
to appreciate his virtues as a novelist. Few 
of his characters achieve spiritual peace, but 
they get rid of the self-deception that stands 
in’the way of it.’’ 
(Mauriac, a Catholic, is one of France’s 
best living novelists.) 

A—REC 


The Vixens 

Frank Yerby Dial, $2.75 
John S. Kennedy in The Catholic Transcript: 
‘*. ,. slick trash, a deplorable exiguous and 
hackneyed novel liberally sprinkled with 
rancid dirt. ° Pad 7 

A—DI8 


The Walls Came Tumbling Down 

Mary White Ovington HB, $3.0 
Leo J. Trese in The Commonweal: ‘‘ ... 
a good book for a man who lives in a quiet 
country rectory ... it keeps these mellowed 
bricks and towering oaks from becoming an 
ivory tower ... a book which gives us, at 
first hand, the genesis of an organization to 
which each of us, black and white alike, 
owes deep gratitude . . . the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored 
People. . .’’ 

A—REC 


ese 


Way of Life 

A, Hamilton Gibbs LB, $2.75 
John 8. Kennedy in The Sign: ‘*. . . pro. 
longed, talky, and almost always hysterica) 
piece . . . spells its chapters with ironic ey. 
cerpts from the news of the day .. . the 
author does not help matters . . . by rail. 
ing violently and profanely and offering no 
scrap of constructive suggestion. ’’ 

A—DM 


The Wedding Journey 

Walter D. Edmonds LB, $2.50 
America: ‘‘...a brief and nostalgic tale of 
romance and adventure which recounts a 
young couple’s trip by packet boat from 
Schenectady to Buffalo . . . an attractive 
picture of travel in another day.’’ 

A—HS—F 


THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


When the Mountain Fell 

C. F. Ramuz Pantheon, $2.50 
Harold C. Gardiner in America: ‘‘. .. a fas- 
cinating tale, shot through with simple faith 
. .. beautifully and even poetically told... 
an unusual and satisfying book. . .’’ 
Virgilia Peterson in The Commonweal: “.,, 
the work of a noble talent.’’ 
The Witness: ‘‘... This simple story is told 
with a charm and grace that win the reader’: 
heart .. . extraordinarily well-written ...a 
delightful reading experience.’’ 

A—HS—E 


Whirlwind in Petticoats 

Beril Becker Doubleday, $3.75 
The story of the first woman to be nomin- 
ated for the Presidency of the Unite States 
who began as spiritualist and fortune teller, 
later attracting wide attention with her fre 
love and emancipation theories. ‘‘The book 
is crammed with too much material, ‘‘says 
Maureen Daly in the Chicago Tribune; “it 
is badly sorted, insufficiently documentei 
and fictionalized without conviction. Tk 
story does not hold together.’’ 

A—DM 


William Allen White’s America 

Walter Johnson Holt, $5.00 
The Sign: ‘*. . . Johnson was awarded 4 
Newberry Writing Fellowship to complete 
this book. The portrait . . . is of a mm 
shrewd, yet confused; liberal in most mat 
ters, but a hidebound reactionary at times 
witty, though not creative; simple, uma 
suming, and honest. . .’’ ‘ 
America: ‘‘, . . a biography based on 
years of the subject’s private papers, 
the active cooperation of (the authoy) .- 
up to the time of his death in 1944, asl 
also of his family and associates. . . 

‘«. . . valuable because it devotes abou 
half its space to the last two decades 
White’s life, which were not covered in th 
Autobiography ... an excellent companim 
volume. . .’? 

A—SAT 


You’re the Boss 

Edward J. Flynn Viking, $3.0! 
America: ‘‘, . . autobiography of the pre 
ent Democratic Party leader of Bronx Oot 
ty, New York City, and the past chat 
man of the National Democratic Co 
tee . .. a prominent Catholic politician 
Irish extraction. . . 

‘«, . . takes his reader through the ct 
ful gallery of twentieth-century polities -. 
fascinating, very well written and ; 
truthful even to the author’s detriment.’ 
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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Our Spanish Pioneers 


Reviewed by Philip T. Riley, Department of Spanish, of Notre Dame. 


Cortez the Conqueror 
Covelle Newcomb (il. Feodor 
Rojankovsky) Random, $3.00 


This interesting work, a_ skillful 
blending of fact and fiction, narrates 
the twice-told tales of that great con- 
quistador, Hernan Cortez. The action 
begins in Santo Domingo and moves 
on to Cuba, whence the conquistador 
sets sail with his followers for Yu- 
eatan. . . 


Such dramatie scenes as Cortez’ 
burning of his ships, the defeat of the 
Cholulans, the conquest of Tenochtit- 
lan, the capture and death of Monte- 
mma, the rout of Noche Triste and 
the dignified treatment of the noble 
Cuauhtemoe are all portrayed in 
poetic language by one who is inspired 
by his subject. 


The story closes on an unusual note 
—with Cortez studying the plans of 
the great Cathedral of Mexico to be 
erected over Huitzil’s pagan shrine. 
It is a remarkable fact the remains of 
that old Aztec temple can still be seen 
jutting out behind the magnificent 
Cathedral. 

The work is a distinet addition to 
the growing ana of Cortez. One of the 
most attractive features of the volume 
is the large number of rich and un- 
usual half and full page illustrations 
by Feodor Rojankovsky. Helpful to 
both the general reader and the stu- 
dent of Mexican history is the ap- 
pended three-page glossary on the 
pronunciation of Spanish and Indian 
terms used in the book. 





The Three Conquistadors 
Shannon Garst (il. Leej Ames) 
Messner, $2.75 
In this book Shannon Garst has es- 
sayed a Spanish historical theme for 
the teen-agers and in thrilling biogra- 
phies on Cortez, Coronado and Piz- 
arro has produced a work of almost 
classic proportions. . 
hese great conquistadores live and 
grow and in language apt, simple and 
pure, enforced by clear logie free of 
Prejudice, the twice-told tales about 
them—Cortez’ Noche triste, Corona- 
do's search for the mythical Seven 
Cities of Cibola and Pizarro’s act of 
drawing a line with his sword on the 
ground to force his followers to make 


their momentous decision—are woven 
into the fabrie with dextrous skill. 

It is but fitting that this gifted 
biographer should try her hand at 
such a subject, for Spanish themes, 
after all, have ever fired the imagina- 
tion of American writers more than 
that of any other European country ; 
and beginning with the Ticknor and 
Prescott the list swells to Father 
Zahm, C.S.C., Cather, Wilder, Merri- 
man and Morison. At the banquet ta- 
ble of these ‘‘greats’’ this author now 
secures for herself a niche small but 
dignified. The book is carefully in- 
dexed, and the illustrations enhance 
its beauty. 


ee 
Older Boys and Girls 


Karen 


Borghild Dahl Random, $2.50 


Reviewed by Anne Cawley Boardman 
Many will recall with pleasure J 
Wanted to See by Borghild Dahl 
(BOT, Vol. IIT, No. 5). That inspir- 
ing account of the author’s lifelong 
struggle against blindness has given 
courage and hope to numerous people. 
It is interesting, then, to note this 
new book by Miss Dahl. It is remark- 
able that it has been written at all by 
one who possesses only 4/60ths vision 
in one eye. 

This reviewer finds it hard to be 
objective in appraising this account 
of a young Norwegian girl who emi- 
grated to the United States in the 
1880’s. It has artistic defects, to be 
sure, but there is a strength and a 
beauty in the portrayal of Karen, 
whose fearlessness and vision help 
build a strong American community 
in the Dakotas. Her marvelous stam- 
ina and efficiency may be questioned 
by those who have not known the re- 
sourcefulness of Norwegian women. 
For she is a type, rather than the ex- 
ception in-her class. Even today her 
characteristics prevail in the women 
of Norway, whose nation has experi- 
enced the scorched earth policy twice 
in recent years. 


The deseription of Norwegian food 
and customs are delightful and nos- 


talgie. The account of a Christmas 
party at Grandmother Stargaard’s in 
Norway deserves inclusion in a Christ- 
mas anthology. 

This book tells of the love of God 
in the hearts of pioneer Norwegians 
and their concerted efforts to estab- 
lish a church amid discouraging eir- 
cumstances. One feels that Karen, the 
heroine, and Karen, the book, will 
arouse love and understanding on the 
part of all whose ancestors came to 
America with the belief that this was 
the land of promise and opportunity. 





The Great Heritage 
Katherine Shippen (il. by C. B. Falls) 
Viking, $3.50 
Reviewed by Rev. D. P. Falvey, 
0.8.A., Librarian, Villanova 
College. 
Here is another attractive book for 
young readers by the author and il- 
lustrator of New Found World—an 
inspiring account of the development 
of the resources of the United States. 
The author, in a manner particularly 
appealing to junior and senior high 
school students, tells how our ances- 
tors labored to produce and nurture 
these resources, which inelude fur, to- 
baeco, corn, gold, coal, oil, and many 
other items. A number of interesting 
characters are introduced to make the 
book lively and spirited. 

Annotated lists of books records and 
films are appended to inerease the 
reader’s interest in related topies, and 
the illustrations are quite in keeping 
with the tone of the book. 





Puzzle of the Talking Monkey 
L. A. Wadsworth (il. Jon Nielson) 


Rinehart, $2.00 
College atmosphere, a wet raincoat 
draped over an unidentified figure on 
a dry day, a pearl searf pin which dis- 
appeared from its owner, a green desk 
blotter, a well-stickered suitease, a 
trek through ‘‘Old Town,’’ the Span- 
ish section, the reseue of a man left 
for dead are all a part of the story in 
which Greg and Johnny are enmeshed 
when tying to unravel the mystery of 
the Green Monkey Which Talks. 
Junior high school boys and girls will 
enjoy this wholesome book. 

—Mary C. Dunne 





Underneath New York 

Harry Granick Rinehart, $3.00 
America: ‘*. . . tells all about the subways, 
river tubes, telegraph and telephone systems, 
the sewers, the gas, water and steam laby- 
rinths on which a great city depends. . . 

‘«. . . of interest . . . to every man or 
boy who has ever watched a steam shovel 
or peered into a man-hole.’’ 

A—HS—REC 
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Older Boys 


Son of Tomorrow 
Earl Reed Silvers Westminster, $2.50 


Reviewed by Brother William 
Mang, C.S.C.; University of 
Notre Dame; chairman, Midwest 
Section, National Catholic Edu- 
cation Association. 


Seventeen-year-old Bob Wallace, high- 
school hero in his home town, ex- 
perienced hard going in the wider field 
of Rutgers University. Instead of 
finding in himself the cause of his be- 
ing regarded as ‘‘a fraction instead 
of an integer,’’ he blamed his ‘‘sec- 
ond-string’’ rating on supposed pre- 
ferences shown to older veterans. Fol- 
lowing a combination of failures, 
near-successes, solid advice, and spen- 
did example, he found himself to- 
wards the end of his Freshman year. 
He decided to enlist in the Army to 
gain experience and maturity so that, 
like most veterans in the University, 
he might better absorb what Rutgers 
offered. This decision was in harmony 
with the opinion of the Dean of 
Men and the coaches that 17-year-old 
boys are too young to profit fully 
from college work and to compete on 
equal terms with settled and emotion. 
ally mature veterans. ” 

This well-to!d, pleasant story de 
scribes vividly the usual activities and 
experiences that, with the return of 
an outstanding group of veterans, 
served other purposes than the mere 
pursuit of pleasure and popularity. 
The characters are admirably deline- 
ated. Fortunately, all boys directly 
out of high school are not inflated 
egotists like Bob Wallace; and, un- 
happily, neither are all returned vet- 
erans the high-minded, unselfish per- 
sons depicted in the story. 


Author, who is Dean of Men at Rut- 
gers, admits that everyone would not 
agree that the boy highsehool gradu- 
ate might well spend a year or two 
working or in military service before 
entering college. Bob would likely 
have matured rapidly in the company 
of the high-type veterans he mingled 
with. In the circumstances, who can 
say whether two years of experience 
plus four years of college would bene- 
fit a young man more than four years 
of college followed by two years of 
experience ? 


A valuable book for right orienta- 
tion to highschool boys, especially if 
they intend to enter college. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 
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The Talking Wire, the Story of 
Alexander Graham Bell 


0. J. Stevenson 
Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil. 

For the modern boy who lifts the re- 
ceiver, quickly spins a series of num- 
bers on a dial, then talks to a distant 
friend—there is no sense of wonder at 
so simple an apparatus as a telephone. 
Perhaps that is why this is the lost 
generation. Modern youth has lost 
completely what G. K. C. used to real- 
ize was so important—a sense of won- 
der that apparently ordinary things 
are really so extraordinary. 

This biography of the inventor of 
the telephone may help to awaken a 
little of this spirit. We see Aleck as 
a young boy in Scotland, always try- 
ing out new things or finding short- 
cut ways of doing old things—a born 
inventor. As his father and grand- 
father were both professors of speech, 
the human voice was always of great 
interest to the boy. It is a fascinating 
story that tells how Aleck almost 
trained his dog to ‘‘talk’’; then he 
reproduced the human voice by 
means of an intricate mechanism 
which copied man’s vocal organs, and 
finally, after years of study and ex- 
perimentation in America, transmit- 
ted sounds over multiple wires. This 
was not easy, for the powers of elee- 
tricity were comparatively unknown, 
and Bell was self-tutored, but there 
was all the greater thrill for him 
when the first ‘‘twang’’ came in over 
the wires. He knew that he could 
make that wire talk, and in 1876 it 
did; and because of that discovery, 
how life has changed! Unlike many 
other inventors Bell lived to reap the 
benefit of his invention. 

This book cannot help but be of in- 
terest because it is carefully and con- 
scientiously written, and its hero is a 
fine example of courage and stead- 
fastness that will appeal to every in- 
telligent reader. 


Messner, $2.50 





Rebel Halfback 

Joe Archibald Westminster, $2.00 

Reviewed by Richard Butler, O.P. 
Plenty of fast football action, with a 
sound dash of social moralizing. The 
story concerns Larry, the hero half- 
back, and Blimp, a comic sidekick, 
who rebel against social diserimina- 
tion on a college campus. Many of the 
situations seem very improbable (e.g. 
a freshman telling off his football 
coach and openly bucking the whole 
administration) ; but too much real- 
ism makes terrible fiction. And this is 
good fiction, even if it is a little 





starry-eyed. The writing is crisp, the 
social issues carefully handled and the 
football fast and furious. The charae. 
ter of Blimp would be ‘‘old hat”? if 
it weren’t for the fresh trimmings of 
truly funny witticisms that this like. 
able roly-poly gets off. A zestful and 
thoughtful piece of entertainment 
that any boy will enjoy. 





Bertie Comes Through 

Henry Gregor Felsen Dutton, $2.50 
Here is a story full of laughs and 
good common sense psychology. Bertie 
is the school fat boy who never quite 
makes the team, but finally wins the 
eoveted gold letter because of his in- 
domitable spirit and his willingness to 
give his last ounce of strength for 
Heeble High. The author has a true 
newspaperman’s eye for humor and 
pathos. In Bertie Poddle he has almost 
ereated an unforgettable character, 
only Bertie is a little too much like a 
eomie strip figure. But the highschool 
jargon is very convincing, and there 
is plenty of action in the story. Teen- 
agers will like it. —Beryl Hoskin 





Kit of Danger Cove 

H. R. Langdale Dutton, $2.50 

Reviewed by Brother Aidan 
O’Reilly, C.S.C. 

‘“Why do folks eall it ‘Danger 
Cove’?’’ was the question often on 
the lips of Christopher Freeman, the 
self-styled Captain Kit, or Kit, for 
short. Time after time craft seeking 
shelter in the cove off Cape Cod had 
their sides stove in. None knew why. 
Kit, with salt water by the gill in his 
veins, determined to unearth the mys- 
tery. 

Kit of Danger Cove, well-written, 
fast-moving, with a dash of American 
history, is a story to charm alike boys 
of the land-lubber and the sea-dog 
type. 





Let’s Take The Hard Road 
John Cross Cross Publ., $1.50 


A book on strength for young men. 
Mr. Cross, a Catholic version of Ber- 
narr McFadden, believes that the cur- 
rent moral disintegration of youth 1s 
intimately connected with their phys 
ical flabbiness and offers them 1 
struction on both points. The spade 
calling sex education he imports % 
rather rough, and supernatural reme- 
dies are overshadowed by the intent- 
ed emphasis on the cure-all of calis 
thenies. This book may be helpful t0 
some budding young Atlas, reared 
a rugged environment, but i cannot 
be recommended for every adolescem. 
—Richard Butler, 0.P. 
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FROM OUR YOUNGEST 
GUEST-REVIEWER 


Blaze Face 
Thomas C. Hinkle Morrow, $2.00 


Reviewed by Charles Flemming, 14 
year old freshman at Central Catholic 
High School, South Bend, Ind., and 
checked by Richard Butler, O.P. 


BLAZE FACE is an exciting story 
about a very big horse with a white 
nose who is stolen and, after all kinds 
of things happen to him, finds his 
way back to his young master. The 
author, who has written lots of books 
about animals, tends to give the horse 
too much intellect ; although I myself 
think horses are very smart animals. 
And the time in the story seems to 
pass very rapidly in certain parts, 
especially at the beginning. Neverthe- 
less the author keeps the reader very 
much interested and excited in his 
sory. I liked it very much. 





Adventure North 
R.G. Emery Macrae-Smith, $2.50 
Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil. 

This is the usual Northern adventure 
type. Dad Kendall, Billy, his son, 
Billy’s friend Quent, plus Charlie, a 
North woods guide and teller-of-tall- 
tales, leave civilization for a North 
woods trip. The excuse for going 
north is that Dad is testing for 
wanium and he has in his possession 
avaluable machine for detecting its 
presence. The information is wanted 
by an unnamed enemy government. 
The party is trapped by the enemy 
but the boys manage to outwit them. 
tis always good for boys to read of 
talwart American boys who ean 
twit wily foreign agents. Then 
there are exciting side-line hunting 
trips for bear, moose, and caribou. A 
great deal of character development 
8shown as Billy matures and steadies 
down under stress of serious trouble. 


ne 
Older Girls 


Victorian Cinderella, the Story of 
lariet Beecher Stowe 
Phyllis W. Jackson Holiday House, $3.00 
Reviewed by Sister Mary of the In- 
carnation, C.D.P., Saint Anne Con- 
vent, Melbourne, Ky. 


‘ew England has produced some su- 
tbh women, and their life story 
takes excellent biography. The title 
® this one is very apt, for in the 


large, poor, and voluble Beecher fam- 
ily of preachers, writers, teachers, and 
organizers, Harriet was really a Cin- 
derella. Calvin Stowe was, however, 
hardly the prince of the glass slipper 
but, understanding and kindly as he 
was, he waved the magic wand that 
finally compelled his demure little 
wife, heart-sick about slavery, to 
write the story that changed her life 
from that of a drab, reticent girl, 
busy mother, and economizing house- 
wife into that of a world figure 
sought here and abroad for lectures, 
tours, bows, and books. Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin, the expression of her haunting 
heartache and vicarious experience, 
made her a radical in the eyes of 
many, a heroine in that of some, and 
in the opinion of others the force that 
precipitated the Civil War. 


Phyllis Wynn Jackson has written 
the story most appealingly. The re- 
nowned Beecher family—monument 
to crumbling Calvinism—appears one 
by one, distinctive and typical. The 
times are recreated adequately, and, 
best of all, Harriet is set forth in a 
light that softens the harsh outlines 
that often disparage the author of 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin. It reveals a lone- 
ly little girl growing into a quiet, 
gentle woman of great soul and spirit 
thrown unexpectedly into the lime 
light, yet never spoiled by the renown 
accruing to her from her stupendous 
success. 





Friday’s Child 
Janet Lambert Dutton, $2.25 
Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, 
OS.F. 


Gen. Jordon’s family of nine chil- 
dren was considered ‘‘huge.’’ Of this 
‘‘mob’’ three personalities stand out 
noticeably. Jenifer, beautiful, firm, 
steadfast, at 19 held the family to- 
gether. Gwenn, 16, vain, selfish, bad- 
natured, clever, was the family’s ‘‘un- 
predictable spunk.’’ Alice, just 
turned 14, ‘‘loving and giving,’’ was 
typically a ‘‘Friday’s child.’’ Gen. 
Jordon was not ashamed that his chil- 
dren adored him but rarely listened 
to a word he said. When firm 
restrained became the order of the 
moment he let Jenifer take over as his 
lieutenant. Yet truly they were a won- 
derful family ; for, according to Alice, 
every one did what he thought the 
others would like. Every one, that is, 
except Gwenn. 

What to do with and about her was 
Jenifer’s greatest problem—Jenifer’s 
and Alice’s, who, in turn, played the 
lieutenant in Jenifer’s difficult 


—_—_—_—_—————————— 


Gwenn-situations. The family lived 
on Governor’s Island near the Statue 
of Liberty, and since the Parrish fam- 
ily lived there also, the young people 
of both families had loads of youthful 
fun. Their good times, Gwenn’s even- 
tual redemption with the help of the 
Parrishes, the return from England 
of Cyril, Lord Carlington, and the re- 
vival of his and Jenifer’s romance, 
makes a sprightly, absorbingly enter- 
taining story for ’teen age girls. For 
the sake of clarity and story continu- 
ity the author’s Just Jenifer should 
be read first. 





Women Doctors of Today 
Sally Knapp Crowell, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister M. Salome, 
OSPF. 


Women’s rights may be but a dubious 
blessing for women ; yet any seriously- 
minded adult reader of this book will 
stand convinced in favor of a medical 
career for women who choose it with 
eare and with a full knowledge of im- 
plied responsibilities. Facts verify, 
and the busy lives of these twelve 
women who made good as physicians 
and as home-makers present a deeply 
convineing array of vitally interest- 
ing facts. 


Author does not minimize the diffi- 
culties to be encountered in preparing 
for a medical career. ‘‘A girl who 
wants to become a physician must 
realize that everything is stacked 
against her. She applies to half a 
dozen medical schools and if she gets 
more than one acceptance, she’s un- 
usually lucky. And when she does get 
in, the medical schools are constantly 
trying to get rid of her, if she doesn’t 
toe the mark both scholastically and 
personally. There is always someone 
ready to take her place. Such stand- 
ards of hard work make better doc- 
tors—but they’re hard on the individ- 
ual student.’’ Then, obviously, the 
eareer of a woman-doctor is a double 
job. It takes physical and emotional 
strength above the average, executive 
ability to delegate time and energy- 
consuming details to others, a willing- 
ness to give up much of social life 
and leisure, and—most important—an 
understanding husband. 


Despite the above ‘‘shoo’’ there are 
many women who have dared, and are 
carrying on where the pioneers, Marie 
Zakrzewska and Elizabeth Blackwell 
and her sister, left off. In these stories 
we enter many new special fields and 
meet significant figures and some 
heroic ones. Such are Dr. Hanna 
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Hirschfeld and her husband-doctor. 
Both worked in Warsaw, were cor- 
raled by the Nazis into a concentra- 
tion camp along with thousands of 
others and stayed there serving their 
wretched co-prisoners until they were 
convinced that a gas chamber would 
end their activities. Their friends got 
them out. At present Dr. Hanna main- 
tains a children’s clinic in Wroclaw, 
Poland—pediatries being her special- 
ty. 

Those who say a woman may be 
either a good doctor or a good mother 
—never both—should read the story 
of Lena Edwards, a Catholic Negro 
obstetrician on the staff of a large hos- 
pital, and then meet her children. 
They would need no further convine- 
ing. 

The book is well written, engross- 
ingly interesting, widely informative, 
directive as to growth of a strong per- 
sonality, and informed by a splendid 
philosophy of life. These qualities be- 
speak for it a permanent place on the 
shelves of every nursing school and, 
certainly, of every medical college 
library. It may also serve as a career 
book for senior high school girls. 





Roberta 


Marjorie Mueller Freer Messner, $2.25 


Enthusiasm for the subject, coupled 
with first-hand technical information 
does not, in this case, total more than a 
very amateurish attempt to glorify in- 
terior decorating as a life work. The 
meteoric rise of Roberta Douglas from 
a 17-year-old school girl with ambition 
to a recognized designer at 20 is 
stereotyped dream stuff; her romance 
with Peter Lee and Jonathan Van 
Wyss another series of tedious 
cliches dragging toward a pat moon- 
light-and-roses finale. Professional 
pointers are all but smothered in the 
frothy plot. 
—Lois Slade 





Anchor for Her Heart 


Ellsworth Newcomb Dutton, $2.25 


Reviewed by Sister M. Cecilia, O.S.B. 
It is truly refreshing to find here a 
crowd of young people who can con- 
verse in sprightly, intelligible Eng- 
lish, really enjoy dates unadulterat- 
ed by questionable practices, and even 
order sodas without being self-con- 
scious. Steeped in the local color of 
Annapolis, the story carries the read- 
er through a series of exciting epi- 
sodes from the Army-Navy football 
game, through a hairbreadth escape 


at. sea, to the social culmination of a 
eadet’s dream—June week. 

The author also seems to tell us 
that, beneath the glitter of modern 
youth’s sophistication, there is a 
bleak loneliness of soul caused by the 
over-busyness of their elders. Joan, 
typical child of this unwanted genera- 
tion, fearfully conscious of ‘‘not be- 
longing’’, blitzes the social circle of 
midshipmen to open up like a blight- 
ed bud under the genial warmth of 
friendship and love. This book is a 
refreshing antidote for the all too 
popular teen-age fiction in the glamor 
magazines’ today. 





Dr. Kay Winthrop, Intern 

Caroline A. Chandler, M.D. DM, $2.25 

Reviewed by Sister M. Loyola, 
R.S.M. 

This is not an autobiography, but it 
is based on the varied and profitable 
experiences of the author. Dr. Kay 
Winthrop started at the bottom of the 
ladder and bump by bump ascended 
to the top. After living through a 
series of ‘‘firsts’’ at the Harriett 
Lane Home she won a Mayo Fellow- 
ship in Pediatrics. 

Materia Medica students will find 
in this book a variety of valuable ma- 
terial on up-to-date drugs and treat- 
ments. Non-professionals, and espe- 
cially those acquainted with hospital 
routine, will also derive profit from 
these pages. A sprinkling of romance 
lends color to the otherwise dull 
monotony of the intern’s routine. 

(Note: Dr. Chandler is a convert 
to the Faith —£Ed. ) 





‘ Once on Esplanade 


Frances Parkinson Keyes 


D M, $2.50 
Reviewed by Marie Faust. 

Mrs. Keyes’ interest in New Orleans 

and the Creoles continues. In Once on 

Esplanade she has written about the 

Villere family, one of the most fam- 

ous in the Creseent City. The book is 


an historical sketch of old New Or- ° 


leans during the latter part of the last 
century. 

The story (if we may eall it a 
story—so slender is the thread of nar- 
rative in it) is recorded through the 
experiences of youthful Marie Louise, 
a daughter of the Villeres. Carnival 
balls sparkle through the pages, the 
French opera lives again, we see the 
social life, the manners and customs 
of the times. Yet the book lacks the 
rippling gayety we associate with a 
chronicle of happy childhood, though 
this may be due to the formal picture 
the subject matter presents. 


—e 


Intermediate Boys and 
Girls 


Miracle by the Sea 
Olive Price Whittlesey House, $2.00 
Reviewed by Sister Loretto Mane, 
C.D.P. 


This is the simple yet interesting, 
well told story of the boy ‘‘with the 
five barley loaves and two fishes’’ at 
Our Lord’s miracle of the multiplica. 
tion of the loaves. The characters, 
background, and dialogue are in keep. 
ing with the sacredness of the theme, 
yet so swift and vivid is the plot that 
children of ten to 14 should be cap. 
tivated. The style harmonizes so per. 
feetly with the Scriptural quotations, 
used exactly, that one is aware of 
quotation only by _ noticing the 
blocked passages. 

Miracle by the Sea has life, adven- 
ture, and inspiration crowned by a 
sense of reality that does not strain 
for effect. 





River Treasure 

Mebane H, Burgwyn Oxford, $2.50 

Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil. 

This is the first juveni'e fiction I have 
ever read that is entirely about 
negroes, and it is well and sympathe- 
tically written. It is about a 12-year 
old boy who is forced to run away 
from his mean step-mother. Guy 1s 
manly and lovable and finds just the 
right home with a kindly old couple 
who treat him as a son. With their 
fine care he develops into a mature, 
responsible boy who is eager to repay 
his benefactors. He has heard of a 
treasure which had been buried in the 
riverbank before the Civil War, and 
of course he has high hopes of find- 
ing it. 

This is an interesting character 
study and a touching and informa- 
tive story of negro home life. Recom- 
mended to children of both races. 





The Other Side of the Green Hills 

John Keir Cross C-MeC, $2.50 

Reviewed by T. 8S. Preston. 
Sounds pastoral, but isn’t: A strangt 
mixture of whimsy, mystery, necro 
maney, dreams, and Christian sy 
bolism which seems interesting and 
powerful, if a little confusing, to 
adult, but which missed fire complete 
ly on a j.g. reviewer of 13. 

Green Hills is an English county 
house to which a group of childret 
have come for a Christmas holiday, 
and the Other Side of this hous, 
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where they meet wierd people and 
have Wild adventures, is not a phys- 
cal place but rather a point of view: 
The author explains, from the well- 
known optical illusion of the pyramid 
of squares, which can be seen either 
with the corners pointing out at you 
op in and away from you, that any 
place may have its Other Side, if we 
ould just see it, as it were, Inside 
Out. So, in this old house, the chil- 
dren are able to change occasionally 
fom living in the normal way with 
their uncle and aunt, to living in the 
Other Side with two queers called the 
(wl and the Pussyeat, an old man 
full of song and a lovely little girl. 

This is confusing enough, but when 
an ancient incantation is found which 
can summon the ‘‘moon folk’’, and we 
are introduced to their master, the 
wil Dr. Titus, who then becomes the 
ymbol of Evil while plaintive old 
“Owl’’ becomes the symbol of Good, 
fighting forever that Evil with his 
wn brand of necromancy,—and is al- 
most conquered until the Christmas 
bells ring in the eternal triumph of 
(ood through the Babe of Bethlehem, 
—then the young reader is lost com- 
pletely. 





Wagon For Five 

David Severn (il. Ursula Koering ) 

H M, $2.50 

Reviewed by Rosemary McCormick. 
Under the easy-going supervision of 
Bill Robinson (‘‘Crusoe’’ for short), 
the Sanville twins and their friends, 
Diana and Derek Longmore, set out in 
a gypsy caravan to see the . English 
countryside. Their adventures are as 
wpredictable as youth is exuberant. 
They join newly acquired friends, the 
Crosbies, in a scavanger hunt and 
later visit the Crosbies’ houseboat 
tome. When a cireus crosses their 
path and the Wagoners are invited to 
follow the Big Top, the excitement 
rally begins. 

Juveniles will find the suspense 
well sustained throughout. They will 
‘joy and profit from the author’s 
woodland pictures, but the noisy color 
theme of circus life will have even 
tore appeal. Characterizations are 
‘nvincing in the children and amus- 
ingly true to life in the cireus folk. 
The triumph of good over evil in- 
‘nets prevails as Pamela conquers a 
kalous trait and the lot of them ex- 
bse and capture an impostor and 

ef in the person of Sampson 
Smith, the cireus Strong Man.. Lively 
pen and ink sketches capture the 
int of the story. 


Miss Kelly 
Elizabeth Sanxay Holding 
(il. Margaret S. Johnson) Morrow, $2.00 


Reviewed by Ruth Elinor Trend. 
Miss Kelly is a cat who not only un- 
derstands speech—but who can speak 
herself! She has been warned by her 
prudent mother of the difficulties she 
would get into were she to ‘‘let them 
know’’—and she never would have, 
but for the rampage of a tiger into 
domestic life. Miss Kelly, in defense 
of her family, saves the tiger from 
immedate capture, and feels beholden 
to him after his recapture. She finds 
she can be useful, because of her abil- 
ity to speak, and dedicates her life to 
establishing better understanding in 
the local zoo. The only jarring note 
occurs in Miss Kelly’s dealing with 
the monkeys, who, for some strange 
reason, all speak atrocious English. 

Illustrations natural and well done. 





Treasure on the Johnny Smoker 
Mildred Houghton Comfort 
(il. James MacDonald) Morrow, $2.50 


Reviewed by Sister Ann Charles, 
C.D.P. 

Have you met the Dustin family yet? 
If not, do so at once in Mildred Com- 
fort’s latest. They’re a delightful 
family from good-natured Captain 
Dustin, who pilots the lusty little 
side-wheeler ‘‘Johnny Smoker’’ up 
the Mississippi, all the way down to 
little Mary and Rella, who delight in 
plucking the first crocuses along the 
pathways for their mother. Timothy, 
however, in his early teens, is the cen- 
tral figure in the story. Bashful but 
quick-tempered, he’s a genius with 
his gun as well as with his wits. Then, 
there’s Indian Joe. He’s a friend of 
the family, and Mrs. Dustin’s blue- 
berry pie can make him do just about 
anything. 

It is also a mystery story. What has 
happened to the stolen Ferguson fur 
cache, a veritable fortune in furs? 
What has happened, likewise, to Billy 
and Timothy’s muskrat skins? Mys- 
terious—for nobody at Reads Landing 
steals; why, the people don’t even 
lock their doors! Read, then, this ab- 
sorbing story, for it has everything in 
it that appeals to you young readers 
of the upper grades: happy family 
life, adventure, mystery, coupled with 
a most pleasing format, good pen 
sketches, wise tidbits of advice that 
even oldsters shouldn’t find amiss in 
reading (or in practicing!) and an 
authentic picture of life in -Minne- 
sota along the Mississippi in the 
1870’s. 





How Much and How Many 

Jeanne Benedick W H, $1.75 

Reviewed by Sister M. Verona, O.P. 
Weights and measures have caused as 
many heartaches as have the multipli- 
cation and division facts. This book 
gives a reason for such phrases as 
‘*sixteen ounces equal one pound.’’ 
To a thoughtful ten-year-older, six- 
teen may be comprehensible, but six- 
teen ounces is not an easy concept to 
master. Nor are any of the other 
point-blank facts of our measuring 
system. 

How Much and How Many tells 
why such measurements came into 
use, why they continue to be used, 
and makes clear the need of standard- 
ized measurements in every day life. 
Since it gives background to our 
courses in arithmetic, it will be of 
much use to teachers in elementary 
schools. 

The vocabulary is easily sixth 
grade. More difficu!t words are taken 
care of immediately in the text. This 
type of self-help is consistent through- 
out the book. 





Also Approved 


(Reviews will follow when space per- 


mitts.) 

Buckskin Brigade 

by Jim Kjelgaard $2.50 
Paul Dunbar and His Song 

by Virginia Cunningham $2.75 
Return to the Level Land 

by Dola de Jong $2.50 
Young Miss Burney 

by Anna Bird Stewart $2.50 
Four Young Teachers 

by Genevieve Chase $2.25 
Black Wings 

by Joseph W. Lippincott $2.50 
Gooseberry Jones 

by Will Gerber $2.00 
Galapagos Bound! 

by Felix Riesenberg, Jr. $2.25 
White Terror 

by John J. Floherty $2.50 
Paul of St. Peter’s 

by Robert Broderick $2.25 
More Tales from Grimm 

tr. & il. by Wanda Gag $2.75 
Violet & Crimson Fairy Books 

by Andrew Lang $2.50 each 
Augustus Caesar’s World 

by Genevieve Foster $3.50 
Gospel Rhymes 

by Various Authors $1.50 
A French ABC 


~ by Frances Legrand Dauphin , 
C-McC, $3.50 
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Elementary Grades and 


Up 
Andy and the School Bus 


Jerrold Beim (il. Leonard Shortall) 
Morrow, $2.00 


In this picture book for the very 
young, Jerrold Beim has caught the 
loneliness and longing of a child when 
the school bus filled with his play- 
mates daily passes him by. Though 
lack of years keeps Andy off the bus, 
much of the same feeling is shared by 
the Catholic youngsters when they are 
denied rides on the district bus be- 
cause their school is topped with a 
cross rather than a bell tower. Andy, 
though, as created by Beim and 
Shortall is a happy, helpful person- 
ality, a nice acquaintance for any 
four-or-five-year-old to make. 
—Lucie Stolteben 





Faraway Holiday 

Eula Long (i. author ) Morrow, $2.00 
A beautiful little story of love and 
kindness, with an added lesson in pa- 
tience. How little Lupe got her flower 
wand to carry in the procession hon- 
oring the Virgin of Guadalupe. Ex- 
cellent for lower grades. 

—J.C.T. 





All About Us 
Eva Knox Evans 

(il. Vana Earle) Capitol, $2.00 

Reviewed by Mary E. Carr. 
It isn’t, more’s the pity. Education’s 
smile shifts to indoctrination’s smirk 
when propanda changes emphasis to 
insinuation. The author presents sci- 
entific findings in a delightfully deft 
manner but when the critical moment 
arrives to give specific examples she 
indicates (P. 79) a hero but gives no 
reason, then follows with an inappro- 
priate trio for no good reason. The 
adult spots a millstone .. . Illustra- 
tions are engaging—even the end- 
paper cartograph which intimates 
Russia leads in population contribu- 
tion and that there isn’t a Pole in this 
country. The cleverly written, attrac- 
tively illustrated treatise on varia- 
tions in custom and pigmentation 
shies from any reference to man’s 
Creator and His Commandment. 


No! We must teach our children 
ALL the truth and hope eventually to 
help answer the prayer (‘‘God grant 
after this travail is past, our children 
may learn of Thee!’’) which nightly 
rises from anguished hearts in lands 


at present under. the diabolical domi- 


nation of the Godless. May any 
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tempted to play ‘non-participating 
spectator’ in this vital educational 
drama realize—there is no such role, 
for He said: ‘‘and he who gathereth- 
not... scattereth!’’ 





Jeremy’s Isle 


Eleanor F. Lattimore (il. author) 
Morrow, $2.00 
Reviewed by Theresa O’Neil. 

This is a plantation life story of 7- 
year-old Jeremy, his cousin, and their 
negro playmates. Jeremy has always 
been greatly attracted by a little 
island off the coast opposite his home, 
but he is not to be allowed to explore 
it until he can row and swim. How 
he spends the summer learning to do 
both, visits the island, and finds it as 
pleasurable as he had anticipated, is 
the gist of the story. 

Charmingly written and simply il- 
lustrated, this book deals with the 
ordinary everyday life that children 
of that age are still (thank God!) 
able to enjoy. 





Terry and Bunky Play Baseball 

Dick Fischel & Clare Hare Putnam, $1.50 
Hot baseball tips galore spark this in- 
cidental story of two diamond-struck 
boys learning the rudiments of the 
great American game. For the benefit 
of Bunky and Terry (and assorted 
juvenile listeners) mouthpiece Lefty 
Schooner, pitcher for the Lions’ 
team, reels off big league technique 
by the mile. The latest in the ‘‘How 
to Play’’ books, it will hit or miss ac- 
cording to the eagerness of the young 
reader to know the sport rather than 
for any impelling action. 

—Lois Slade 





Al Alligator 

W. J. Pat Enright D H, $2.50 

Reviewed by Ruth Elinor Trend. 
A pleasant non-seary story of a won- 
derfully clever, kindly alligator, who 
spends his life playing the banjo and 
acting in the interest of his fellow 
creatures. The only discord comes 
from a band of poisonous snakes, and 
Al and his friends quickly dispose of 
that unsocial element. The Utopian 
leaning to the story makes for good 
bedtime reading, but in order to make 
it worthwhile as well as entertaining, 
mention should be made to the child 
of the kindliness and thoughtfulness 
of all creatures and characters con- 
cerned. 





The Story of Air Transport 
Jim Ray 

A simply written, 

story of aviation. 


Winston, $2.50 
fascinating, dramatic 


On Indian Trails with Daniel Boon 
Enid LaMonte Meadowcroft 
(il. Lloyd Coe) Crowell, $2.09 
Reviewed by Mary E. Carr. 


The adventures of this historic family 
will be enjoyed by the entire family, 
Daddy will find inspiration in the 
struggle and achievements of courage. 
ous men who relied upon their ow 
intelligence and industry for ordina 
needs and prayed for Divine help in 
emergencies. Mother will learn that 
homemakers in 1771 had housing 
problems and food shortages which 
make those of 1947 seem ludicrous 
Children will love every detail— 
toothaches, heartaches, work, happi- 
ness, danger—and despite excitement 
on every page, each chapter ends on 
the warmly reassuring note of happy 
family relationships so comforting to 
tiny cuddlers at bedtime. 

Every rereading — and we predict 
calls of ‘encore’ from small enthusi- 
asts—will add to admiration for ou 
forebears and appreciation for the 
heritage of freedom we must preserve. 





Baby Roo 
Laura Bannon (il. author) HM, $1.50 


A sailor brings a baby kangaroo from 
far off Australia to an American 
farm-yard. The curiosity, disdain and 
finally well-won friendship of the 
familiar farm animals is told by Miss 
Bannon in both story and pictures 
Its easy readability will amuse six-to- 
eight-year-old children and _ teach 
them tolerance of and respect for 
others whose background and rearing 
differ from their own. 
—Lucie Stolteben 





Six Good Friends 
Pers Crowell W H, $2.50 


Not much continuity or plot, but nev- 
ertheless a nicely written little collee- 
tion of stories, each about a horse and 
its migration to the cireus. The att 
work is magnificent ; the format good. 
For the child interested in horses, this 
is a worthwhile addition to the 1: 
brary. 
—Ruth Elinor Trend 





Mozart, Genius of Harmony 

Ann M. Lingg Holt, $3.00 
The Catholic World: ‘‘...a charming life 
of Wolfgang Mozart and a critical estimate 
of his works...His genius revealed itself in 
every kind of music, cantatas, concerts 
dances, quartets, Masses, sonatas, s0ngs 
symphonies...but in opera he produced 
some of the greatest masterpieces — 
Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni, ™ 
Magic Flute...’’ 

A—HS—F—REV 


aes SS LS 


—S0s Se Zz => 








ily 
ily, 
the 
ge- 
wn 
ary 
in 
hat 
ing 
Lich 
us, 
il— 
ppi- 
lent 
: on 


Ppy 


dict 
nusi- 
our 

the 


er've, 


$1.50 
from 
rican 
1 and 
| the 


tures. 
1x-to- 
teach 
t for 
aring 


ben 


1, $2.50 
t nev- 
collec: 
se and 


e art: 


; 


rend 


It, $3.00 
og life 


estimate 
itself in 
n.certes, 


, songs; 
yroduced 
— Te 


i] 














good. 
8, this 
the |i- 











Necem ber-January, 1947-'48 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





183 








S“— 


THE PLIGHT OF THE PASTOR 


or, 


Why Every Parish Library Needs Books On Trial 


By Anna Rush Riley 


Several months ago on the corre- 
gondence page of a Catholic maga- 
ine appeared a letter expressing 
yonder that the average Catholic pas- 
tor fails to incorporate in his sermons 
any advice as to what books should 
or should not be read. More recently 
the editor of a Protestant publication 
wmplained that book reviews in na- 
tional magazines and newspapers are 
vry misleading: that they almost un- 
faiingly extol new publications, sel- 
jom point out indecencies or propa- 


ganda. 


The experience of the lay Catholic 
vho honestly seeks good literature 
among current offerings will confirm 
the first complaint and justify the 
xeond. 


The pastor who essays to advise his 
ongregation in the matter of reading 
vil strike many a snag. He himself 
has little time for reading current lit- 
wature. His daily recitation of his of- 
fee, his pastoral responsibilities and 
problems leave him no leisure to do 
nore than give a cursory glance at a 
ppular book. Suppose he depends 
ton book reviews—even in the Cath- 
ilie magazines—to direct his course: 
ire too he is confused and dis- 
wuraged by diametrically opposed in- 
terpretations. 


Witness: A T'ree Grows in Brooklyn 
ud The Keys of the Kingdom. (We 
an think of even better examples 
than these. —Ed.) 


A Catholic reviewer gave a critical 
malysis of ‘‘The Tree’’ in one of his 
‘limns, leading to the conclusion 
that the story really pointed a whole- 
‘me moral. Many Catholics found 
ltis story revolting. The Keys of the 
lingdom created another furore. One 
mest whose literary. judgment is 
wed on a lifetime of intellectual pur- 
tits, pronounced it beautiful. He 
‘sidered the characterization of the 
®tistic, ambitious priest excellent, 
lausible portraiture. A Catholic mis- 
Mary magazine lashed out with ra- 
Mr thrusts against the theme and the 
nethod of haridling it. = ~~ 















































In a bulletin of The Catholic Press 
Association Father Theo. J. Radtke, 
Diocesan Director of the Confratern- 
ity of Christian Doctrine at Tucson, 
Arizona, says, ‘‘. . . the average grade 
school and high school education in 
no way equips the laity for necessary 
criticism of literature. . .”’ This lack 
of critical ability may be found also 
in many priests whose natural bent 
in their school days was not toward 
reading. In the seminary they are too 
busy studying and preparing for the 
duties of the priesthood to have the 
time for developing the recreational 
reading habit. Thus they are not all 
prepared to function as judges when 
they assume their pastorates. 


Recently attention has been called 
to the fact that book reviews, especi- 
ally those done by professionals, are 
often much more interesting than the 
books themselves. This is not difficult 
to understand. The imaginative re- 
viewer needs only a spark to ignite the 
fires of his imagination (why let a 
few obscene passages, a sexy interlude 
in the text interrupt his flow of lan- 
guage?) ; and lo! a mediocre book or 
a bad book has been glorified for the 
prospective reader. 

We learn the hard way to suspect 
these reviewers. 

As co-founder of a modest library 
in our midwest town, I have suffered 
some acutely embarrassing moments 
because of having purchased books 
warmly recommended by Sunday 
newspaper supplements and maga- 
zines. 


My co-founder, a member of the 
Evangelical church, is just as solici- 
tous as I, a Catholic, concerning the 
books our library recommends. It is 
a physical impossibility for us to read 
them all ourselves in advance. When 
we have twenty-five dollars to spend 
on books, we go into a huddle for 
hours trying to select material that 
will not offend either Evangelical or 
Catholic parishioners; yet sufficiently 
‘‘of the earth, earthy’’ to attract the 
adults and teen-agers of our commun- 
ity. 


One book of my choice was Brides- 
head Revisited. 


It happens that the W.C.T.U. is 
very active here; and, with a good 
reason, there is concerted action an- 
nually against the granting of liquor 
licenses to restaurant owners in town. 


After I read pages upon pages of 
Brideshead Revisited—with the lead- 
ing character fairly wallowing in 
drink, I began to wonder when I 
would reach the portion of the book 
that points a moral. Well, I betieve 
that happened about page 284; and it 
was beautiful. And no doubt the dra- 
matic climax when the broken down 
Lord of the Manor makes the Sign of 
the Cross as he faced death, is a grand 
lesson. But it seems to me 284 pages 
of drinking and other excesses were 
too many to plough through before 
realizing—‘‘once a Catholic, always a 
Catholic’. The beautiful descriptions 
of Brideshead, the long passages of 
analytical soul searching, make the 
book a literary treasure; but I am 
afraid the people of our sequestered 
little town who read the book will 
ag rich Catholics always drink a 
ot. 


Because our humble library is a 
pioneering venture, my co-worker and 
I feel put upon our mettle to prove 
that it is a permanent asset to the 
cultural development of the commun- 
ity ; but we see before us a long vista 
of uncertainties in the choice of good 
reading. (Not if you start reading 
Book on Trial.—Ed. ) 


Father Radtke offers a solution of 
the difficulty; but its application is 
‘oo remote: the problem is pressing. 


The pastor of the parish has 
troubles enough without assuming the 
role of literary mentor of his people. 


Note: Books on Trial was originated 
to help solve some of these problems 
... What is your problem? 





JUST PUBLISHED 


A Big and Beautiful Fact-book 
for Junior-level Scholars 
or Reluctant Latineers..... 


Genevieve Foster’s latest slice of 
“horizontal history” 


AUGUSTUS CAESAR’S WORLD 
$3.50 


at “the Thomas More” 
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THE THOMAS MORE BOOK CLUB 


We promised our members we'd use restraint... . 
That we wouldn’t “20 overboard” with enthusiasm 


For Our Book Club Selections... . 








But we ask you, can we help it tf the whole critical and 
spiritual world insists on acclaimin g them? 


THE DRY WOOD 


For instance, we had to admit, modestly, in our 
Newsletter, that ‘‘The Dry Wood,’’ one of our 
two November selections, was—and we quote— 
‘‘extraordinary” ... ‘‘a most original and power- 
ful exploration of the heart of Everyman touched 
by the action of a saint.’’ And moreover, we pre- 
dicted that it would go far to counteract the un- 
pleasant picture of the clergy portrayed by much 
‘‘clerical’’ fiction now on the market... 


But now Douglas Newton, forthright English 
Catholic writer with plenty of prestige to lose if 
he’s wrong, blurts out in BOOKS ON TRIAL’S 
distant English cousin, ‘‘Duckett’s Register,’ 
London, that it is an ‘‘astonishing’’ book! Then 
he knocks himself out completely as follows: 


.. an extraordinary book, packed and tumul- 
tuous and exuberant, yet compelling and im- 
pressive ... taking one’s breath away by the 
sheer acuteness of its perception; scoring wn- 
forgettable pictures ina few masterly lines 
and then soaring into mystical rhetoric that 
leaves one groping. But all the time vital, 
stinging, alive and real . . . it is almost an 
experience rather than a book. . . 


You see what we mean... 





WHEN THE MOUNTAIN FELL 


Or take ‘‘When the Mountain Fell’’ . . . we have 
been in love with it ever since we read the manu- 
script for the benefit of our Book-of-the-Month 
Club subscribers. And now of course everyone con- 
cedes that it is a classic (no doubt by some most 
irregular short-cut: it usually takes literally cen- 
turies to gain classic-status), and there is simply 
nothing we can do about it—but grin. 


We try to keep BOOKS ON TRIAL out of our 
affairs, but if you want to know for sure what 
the concensus of critical and personal opinion 
adds up to, please read the review by Sister 
Rosenda, 0.8.F., on page 155 of this issue. 


TO SUM UP 


‘*The Dry Wood,”’ 
by Caryll Houselander ($3.00) 


TMBC MEMBER’S PRICE 


‘‘When the Mountain Fell,’’ 
by C.-F. Ramuz ($2.50) 


TMBC MEMBER’S PRICE 
MEMBER’S PRICE FOR BOTH only $3.80 


By mailing the Coupon NOW, you can still secure these two fine books --- or either of them. 


THE THOMAS MORE BOOK SHOP, 220 W. Madison Street, Chicago 6, Ill. 


Enroll me in The Thomas More Book Club. I agree to buy not less than four books in a year. The 
purchase of four books qualifies me for the discounts you are to allow. You are to send Advance Descrip- 
tions of all Selections, and I may reject any of the books offered, so long as I buy four in a year. 


START my membership by sending both November books 


the Mountain Fell 
NAME 


. The Dry Wood . When 





ST. & NO. a 





AGE (if a minor) OCCUPATION 





ZONE STATE 








IF AN INSTITUTION, GIVE NAME HERE 














